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Federal Communications Commission § 54.403 

§ 54.401 Lifeline defined. 

(a) As used in this subpart, Lifeline 
means a retail local service offering: 

(1) That is available only to quali-
fying low-income consumers; 

(2) For which qualifying low-income 
consumers pay reduced charges as a re-
sult of application of the Lifeline sup-
port amount described in § 54.403; and 

(3) That includes the services or 
functionalities enumerated in § 54.101 
(a)(1) through (a)(9). The carriers shall 
offer toll limitation to all qualifying 
low-income consumers at the time such 
consumers subscribe to Lifeline serv-
ice. If the consumer elects to receive 
toll limitation, that service shall be-
come part of that consumer’s Lifeline 
service. 

(b) [Reserved 
(c) Eligible telecommunications car-

riers may not collect a service deposit 
in order to initiate Lifeline service, if 
the qualifying low-income consumer 
voluntarily elects toll limitation serv-
ice from the carrier, where available. If 
toll limitation services are unavail-
able, the carrier may charge a service 
deposit. 

(d) The state commission shall file or 
require the eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier to file information with 
the Administrator demonstrating that 
the carrier’s Lifeline plan meets the 
criteria set forth in this subpart and 
stating the number of qualifying low- 
income consumers and the amount of 
state assistance. Eligible telecommuni-
cations carriers not subject to state 
commission jurisdiction also shall 
make such a filing with the Adminis-
trator. Lifeline assistance shall be 
made available to qualifying low-in-
come consumers as soon as the Admin-
istrator certifies that the carrier’s 
Lifeline plan satisfies the criteria set 
out in this subpart. 

(e) Consistent with § 52.33(a)(1)(i)(C), 
eligible telecommunications carriers 
may not charge Lifeline customers a 
monthly number-portability charge. 

[62 FR 32948, June 17, 1997, as amended at 63 
FR 2128, Jan. 13, 1998; 64 FR 60358, Nov. 5, 
1999; 65 FR 47905, Aug. 4, 2000; 69 FR 34600, 
June 22, 2004] 

§ 54.403 Lifeline support amount. 
(a) The Federal Lifeline support 

amount for all eligible telecommuni-
cations carriers shall equal: 

(1) Tier One. The tariffed rate in ef-
fect for the primary residential End 
User Common Line charge of the in-
cumbent local exchange carrier serving 
the area in which the qualifying low- 
income consumer receives service, as 
determined in accordance with § 69.104 
or §§ 69.152(d)(1) and 69.152(q) of this 
chapter, whichever is applicable; 

(2) Tier Two. Additional federal Life-
line support in the amount of $1.75 per 
month will be made available to the el-
igible telecommunications carrier pro-
viding Lifeline service to the quali-
fying low-income consumer, if that 
carrier certifies to the Administrator 
that it will pass through the full 
amount of Tier-Two support to its 
qualifying, low-income consumers and 
that it has received any non-federal 
regulatory approvals necessary to im-
plement the required rate reduction. 

(3) Tier Three. Additional federal Life-
line support in an amount equal to one- 
half the amount of any state-mandated 
Lifeline support or Lifeline support 
otherwise provided by the carrier, up 
to a maximum of $1.75 per month in 
federal support, will be made available 
to the carrier providing Lifeline serv-
ice to a qualifying low-income con-
sumer if the carrier certifies to the Ad-
ministrator that it will pass through 
the full amount of Tier-Three support 
to its qualifying low-income consumers 
and that it has received any non-fed-
eral regulatory approvals necessary to 
implement the required rate reduction. 

(4) Tier Four. Additional federal Life-
line support of up to $25 per month will 
be made available to a eligible tele-
communications carrier providing Life-
line service to an eligible resident of 
Tribal lands, as defined in § 54.400(e), to 
the extent that: 

(i) This amount does not bring the 
basic local residential rate (including 
any mileage, zonal, or other non-dis-
cretionary charges associated with 
basic residential service) below $1 per 
month per qualifying low-income sub-
scribers; and 

(ii) The eligible telecommunications 
carrier certifies to the Administrator 
that it will pass through the full Tier- 
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