§73.1150

Division for TV and Class A television
stations before the studio may be
moved to that location. Where the
main studio is already authorized at a
location outside those specified in
paragraph (a) or (c) of this section, and
the licensee or permittee desires to
specify a new location also located out-
side those locations, written authority
must also be received from the Com-
mission prior to the relocation of the
main studio. Authority for these
changes may be requested by filing a
letter with an explanation of the pro-
posed changes with the appropriate di-
vision. Licensees or permittees should
also be aware that the filing of such a
letter request does not imply approval
of the relocation request, because each
request is addressed on a case-by-case
basis. A filing fee is required for com-
mercial AM, FM, TV or Class A TV li-
censees or permittees filing a letter re-
quest under the section (see §1.1104 of
this chapter).

(e) Each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV
broadcast station shall maintain a
local telephone number in its commu-
nity of license or a toll-free number.

[63 FR 49497, Sept. 16, 1998, as amended at 65
FR 30003, May 10, 2000; 66 FR 21690, May 1,
2001; 67 FR 13232, Mar. 21, 2002]

§73.1150 Transferring a station.

(a) In transferring a broadcast sta-
tion, the licensee may retain no right
of reversion of the license, no right to
reassignment of the license in the fu-
ture, and may not reserve the right to
use the facilities of the station for any
period whatsoever.

(b) No license, renewal of license, as-
signment of license or transfer of con-
trol of a corporate licensee will be
granted or authorized if there is a con-
tract, arrangement or understanding,
express or implied, pursuant to which,
as consideration or partial consider-
ation for the assignment or transfer,
such rights, as stated in paragraph (a)
of this section, are retained.

(c) Licensees and/or permittees au-
thorized to operate in the 535-1605 kHz
and in the 1605-1705 kHz band pursuant
to the Report and Order in MM Docket
No. 87-267 will not be permitted to as-
sign or transfer control of the license
or permit for a single frequency during
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the period that joint operation is au-
thorized.

(d) Authorizations awarded pursuant
to the noncommercial educational
point system in subpart K are subject
to the holding period in §73.7005. Appli-
cations for an assignment or transfer
filed prior to the end of the holding pe-
riod must demonstrate the factors enu-
merated therein.

[44 FR 58720, Oct. 11, 1979, as amended at 56
FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991; 65 FR 36378, June 8,
2000]

§73.1201 Station identification.

(a) When regularly required. Broadcast
station identification announcements
shall be made:

(1) At the beginning and ending of
each time of operation, and

(2) Hourly, as close to the hour as
feasible, at a natural break in program
offerings. Television and Class A tele-
vision broadcast stations may make
these announcements visually or au-
rally.

(b) Content. (1) Official station identi-
fication shall consist of the station’s
call letters immediately followed by
the community or communities speci-
fied in its license as the station’s loca-
tion; Provided, That the name of the li-
censee, the station’s frequency, the
station’s channel number, as stated on
the station’s license, and/or the sta-
tion’s network affiliation may be in-
serted between the call letters and sta-
tion location. DTV stations choosing
to include the station’s channel num-
ber in the station identification must
use the station’s major channel num-
ber and may distinguish multicast pro-
gram streams. For example, a station
with major channel number 26 may use
26.1 to identify an HDTV program serv-
ice and 26.2 to identify an SDTV pro-
gram service. No other insertion be-
tween the station’s call letters and the
community or communities specified
in its license is permissible.

(2) A station may include in its offi-
cial station identification the name of
any additional community or commu-
nities, but the community to which the
station is licensed must be named first.

(c) Channel—(1) General. Except as
otherwise provided in this paragraph,
in making the identification announce-
ment the call letters shall be given
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only on the channel, or channels in the
case of a broadcaster that is multi-
casting more than a single channel,
identified thereby.

(2) Simultaneous AM (535-1605 kHz) and
AM (1605-1705 kHz broadcasts. If the
same licensee operates an AM broad-
cast station in the 535-1605 kHz band
and an AM broadcast station in the
1605-1705 kHz band with both stations
licensed to the same community and
simultaneously broadcasts the same
programs over the facilities of both
such stations, station identification
announcements may be made jointly
for both stations for periods of such si-
multaneous operations.

(3) Satellite operation. When program-
ming of a broadcast station is rebroad-
cast simultaneously over the facilities
of a satellite station, the originating
station may make identification an-
nouncements for the satellite station
for periods of such simultaneous oper-
ation.

(i) In the case of a television broad-
cast station, such announcements, in
addition to the information required by
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, shall
include the number of the channel on
which each station is operating.

(ii) In the case of aural broadcast sta-
tions, such announcements, in addition
to the information required by para-
graph (b)(1) of this section, shall in-
clude the frequency on which each sta-
tion is operating.

(d) Subscription television stations
(STV). The requirements for official
station identification applicable to TV
stations will apply to Subscription TV
stations except, during STV-encoded
programming such station identifica-
tion is not required. However, a station
identification announcement will be
made immediately prior to and fol-
lowing the encoded Subscription TV
program period.

[34 FR 19762, Dec. 17, 1969, as amended at 37
FR 23726, Nov. 8, 1972; 39 FR 6707, Feb. 22,
1974; 39 FR 9442, Mar. 11, 1974; 41 FR 29394,
July 16, 1976; 47 FR 3791, Jan. 27, 1982; 48 FR
51308, Nov. 8, 1983; 56 FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991;
65 FR 30003, May 10, 2000; 69 FR 59535, Oct. 4,
2004]

§73.1207

§73.1202 Retention of letters received
from the public.

All written comments and sugges-
tions received from the public by li-
censees of commercial AM, FM, TV and
Class A TV broadcast stations regard-
ing operation of their station shall be
maintained in the local public inspec-
tion file, unless the letter writer has
requested that the letter not be made
public or when the licensee feels that it
should be excluded from the public in-
spection file because of the nature of
its content, such as a defamatory or
obscene letter.

(a) Letters shall be retained in the
local public inspection file for three
years from the date on which they are
received by the licensee.

(b) Letters received by TV and Class
A TV licensees shall be placed in one of
the following separated subject cat-
egories: programming or non-program-
ming. If comments in a letter relate to
both categories, the licensee shall file
it under the category to which the
writer has given greater attention.

[656 FR 30003, May 10, 2000]

§73.1206 Broadcast of telephone con-
versations.

Before recording a telephone con-
versation for broadcast, or broad-
casting such a conversation simulta-
neously with its occurrence, a licensee
shall inform any party to the call of
the licensee’s intention to broadcast
the conversation, except where such
party is aware, or may be presumed to
be aware from the circumstances of the
conversation, that it is being or likely
will be broadcast. Such awareness is
presumed to exist only when the other
party to the call is associated with the
station (such as as employee or part-
time reporter), or where the other
party originates the call and it is obvi-
ous that it is in connection with a pro-
gram in which the station customarily
broadcasts telephone conversations.

[35 FR 7733, May 20, 1970]

§73.1207

(a) The term rebroadcast means recep-
tion by radio of the programs or other
transmissions of a broadcast or any

Rebroadcasts.
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