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Federal Communications Commission § 90.423 

§ 90.421 Operation of mobile station 
units not under the control of the 
licensee. 

Mobile stations, as defined in § 90.7, 
include vehicular-mounted and hand- 
held units. Such units may be operated 
by persons other than the licensee, as 
provided for below, when necessary for 
the licensee to meet its requirements 
in connection with the activities for 
which it is licensed. If the number of 
such units, together with units oper-
ated by the licensee, exceeds the num-
ber of mobile units authorized to the li-
censee, license modification is re-
quired. The licensee is responsible for 
taking necessary precautions to pre-
vent unauthorized operation of such 
units not under its control. 

(a) Public Safety Pool. (1) Mobile units 
licensed in the Public Safety Pool may 
be installed in any vehicle which in an 
emergency would require cooperation 
and coordination with the licensee, and 
in any vehicle used in the performance, 
under contract, of official activities of 
the licensee. This provision does not 
permit the installation of radio units 
in non-emergency vehicles that are not 
performing governmental functions 
under contract but with which the li-
censee might wish to communicate. 

(2) Mobile units licensed under 
§ 90.20(a)(2)(iii) may be installed in a ve-
hicle or be hand-carried for use by any 
person with whom cooperation or co-
ordinations is required for medical 
services activities. 

(3) On the Interoperability Channels 
in the 700 MHz Public Safety Band (See 
§ 90.531(b)(1)), hand-held and vehicular 
transmitters may be operated by any 
licensee holding a license in the 700 
MHz Public Safety Band or by any li-
censee holding a license for any other 
public safety frequency pursuant to 
part 90 of the Commission’s rules. 
Therefore, individual licenses are not 
required for hand-held and vehicular 
transmitters in the 700 MHz Band. 

(b) Industrial/Business Pool. Mobile 
units licensed in the Industrial/Busi-
ness Pool may be installed in vehicles 
of persons furnishing under contract to 
the licensee and for the duration of the 
contract, a facility or service directly 
related to the activities of the licensee. 

(c) In addition to the requirements in 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section, 

frequencies assigned to licensees in the 
Private Land Mobile Radio Services 
may be installed in the facilities of 
those who assist the licensee in emer-
gencies and with whom the licensee 
must communicate in situations in-
volving imminent safety to life or 
property. 

[65 FR 60877, Oct. 13, 2000, as amended at 66 
FR 10635, Feb. 16, 2001] 

§ 90.423 Operation on board aircraft. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(b), (c), and (d) of this section, and ex-
cept as may be provided in other sec-
tions of this part with respect to oper-
ation on specific frequencies, mobile 
stations first authorized after Sep-
tember 14, 1973, under this part may be 
operated aboard aircraft for air-to-mo-
bile, air-to-base, air-to-air and air-to- 
ship communications subject to the 
following: 

(1) Operations are limited to aircraft 
that are regularly flown at altitudes 
below 1.6 km (1 mi) above the earth’s 
surface; 

(2) Transmitters are to operate with 
an output power not to exceed ten 
watts; 

(3) Operations are secondary to land- 
based systems; 

(4) Such other conditions, including 
additonal reductions of altitude and 
power limitations, as may be required 
to minimize the interference potential 
to land-based systems. 

(b) Exceptions to the altitude and 
power limitations set forth in para-
graph (a) of this section may be au-
thorized upon a showing of unusual 
operational requirements which justify 
departure from those standards, pro-
vided that the interference potential to 
regular land-based operations would 
not be increased. 

(c) Mobile operations aboard aircraft 
in the services governed by this part, 
under licenses in effect September 14, 
1973, may be continued without regard 
to provisions of paragraph (a) of this 
section, as follows: 

(1) Operations may be continued only 
for the balance of the term of such li-
censes if aircraft involved are regularly 
flown at altitudes greater than 1.6 km 
(1 mi) above the earth’s surface. 

(2) Operations may be continued for 
one additional renewal license term if 
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the aircraft involved are regularly 
flown at altitudes below 1.6 km (1 mi) 
above the earth’s surface. 

(d) Operation of radiolocation mobile 
stations may be authorized without re-
gard to limitations and conditions set 
forth in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of 
this section. 

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 58 
FR 44960, Aug. 25, 1993] 

§ 90.425 Station identification. 
Stations licensed under this part 

shall transmit identification in accord-
ance with the following provisions: 

(a) Identification procedure. Except as 
provided for in paragraphs (d) and (e) of 
this section, each station or system 
shall be identified by the transmission 
of the assigned call sign during each 
transmission or exchange of trans-
missions, or once each 15 minutes (30 
minutes in the Public Safety Pool) dur-
ing periods of continuous operation. 
The call sign shall be transmitted by 
voice in the English language or by 
International Morse Code in accord-
ance with paragraph (b) of this section. 
If the station is employing either ana-
log or digital voice scrambling, or non- 
voice emission, transmission of the re-
quired identification shall be in the un-
scrambled mode using A3E, F3E or G3E 
emission, or International Morse, with 
all encoding disabled. Permissible al-
ternative identification procedures are 
as follows: 

(1) A mobile relay stations call sign 
may be used to identify the associated 
control and mobile stations, except in 
the Public Safety Pool where the sta-
tions operate on frequencies below 450 
MHz. Alternatively, a base station (in-
cluding a mobile relay station) which 
is controlled by radio may be identified 
by the transmission of the call sign of 
the station at which communications 
originate. 

(2) One or more fixed relay stations 
may be identified by the transmission 
of the call signs of the stations at 
which the communications originate. 

(3) When a mobile station transmits 
on a different frequency than its asso-
ciated base station, the assigned call 
sign of either the mobile station or the 
base station may be transmitted. Fur-
ther, a single mobile unit in the licens-
ee’s authorized geographic area of oper-

ation may transmit station identifica-
tion on behalf of any other operating 
mobile units in the fleet. 

(4) Use of an identifier other than the 
assigned call sign. (i) In the Public Safe-
ty Pool, mobile units licensed to a gov-
ernmental entity and which operate on 
frequencies above 30 MHz may use an 
identifier which contains, at a min-
imum, the name of the licensee if the 
licensee maintains at the station a list 
of the special identifiers to be used by 
the mobile units. 

(ii) In the Industrial/Business Pool, 
licensees may request the Commis-
sion’s local Engineer-in-Charge to ap-
prove the use of special mobile unit 
identifiers in lieu of the assigned call 
sign. Such requests, however, will not 
be granted where it appears that harm-
ful interference to international oper-
ations may be caused by stations below 
50 MHz, or by stations operating in 
areas within 80 km (50 miles) of an 
international boundary, or where it ap-
pears that the proposed method of 
identification will not adequately dis-
tinguish the mobile units of the appli-
cant from the mobile units of other li-
censees in the area. 

(iii) In the Industrial/Business Pool, 
railroad licensees (as defined in § 90.7) 
may identify stations by the name of 
the railroad and the train number, ca-
boose number, engine number, or the 
name of the fixed wayside station. If 
none of these forms are practicable, 
any similar name or number may be 
designated by the railroad concerned 
for use by its employees in the identi-
fication of fixed points or mobile units; 
Provided, That, a list of such identifiers 
is maintained by the railroad. An ab-
breviated name or the initials of the 
railroad may be used where such are in 
general usage. In those areas where it 
is shown that no difficulty would be en-
countered in identifying the trans-
mission of a particular station (as, for 
example, where stations of one licensee 
are located in a yard isolated from 
other radio installations), approval 
may be given to a request from the li-
censee for permission to omit the sta-
tion identification. 

(5) Use of identifiers in addition to as-
signed call signs. Nothing in this section 
shall be construed as prohibiting the 
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