§90.651

which transmits the call sign of the
base station facility at 30 minute inter-
vals. Such station identification shall
be made on the lowest frequency in the
base station trunk group assigned the
licensee. Should this frequency be in
use at the time station identification is
required, such identification may be
made at the termination of the com-
munication in progress on this fre-
quency. Identification may be made by
voice or International Morse Code.
When the call sign is transmitted in
International Morse Code, it must be
at a rate of between 15 to 20 words per
minute and by means of tone modula-
tion of the transmitter, the tone fre-
quency being between 800 and 1000
hertz.

(c) Stations operating in either the
806-824/851-869 MHz or 896-901/935-940
MHz bands that are licensed on an ex-
clusive basis, and normally employ dig-
ital signals for the transmission of
data, text, control codes, or digitized
voice may also be identified by digital
transmission of the call sign. A 1li-
censee that identifies its station in this
manner must provide the Commission,
upon its request, information sufficient
to decode the digital transmission and
ascertain the call sign transmitted.

(d) Notwithstanding the require-
ments set forth in this paragraph, sys-
tems operated by geographic area
CMRS licensees are subject only to the
station identification requirements of
§90.425(e).

[47 FR 41032, Sept. 16, 1982, as amended at 58
FR 12177, Mar. 3, 1993; 656 FR 24420, Apr. 26,
2000]

§90.651 Supplemental
quired of licensees
under this subpart.

Licensees of conventional systems
must notify the Commission in accord-
ance with §1.946 of this chapter of the
number of mobile units placed in oper-
ation within their construction period.

[63 FR 68970, Dec. 14, 1998]

EDITORIAL NOTE: At 63 FR 10397, Mar. 4,
1999, §90.651 was amended by revising para-
graph (c), effective Apr. 5, 1999. However,
§90.651, as revised at 63 FR 68970, Dec. 14,
1998, effective Feb. 12, 1999, does not contain
paragraph (c), and the revision could not be
made. For the convenience of the user, the
revised text is set forth as follows:

reports re-
authorized
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§90.651 Supplemental reports required of li-
censees authorized under this subpart.

* * * * *

(c) Licensees of conventional systems must
report the number of mobile units placed in
operation within twelve months of the date
of the grant of their license. Such reports
shall be filed within 30 days from that date.

* * * * *

§90.653 Number of systems authorized
in a geographical area.

There shall be no limit on the num-
ber of systems authorized to operate in
any one given area except that imposed
by allocation limitations and no person
shall have a right to protest any other
proposal on grounds other than viola-
tion of any inconsistency with the pro-
visions of this subpart.

[47 FR 41032, Sept. 16, 1982]

§90.655 Special licensing require-
ments for Specialized Mobile Radio
systems.

End users of conventional or trunked
Specialized Mobile Radio systems that
have control stations that require FAA
clearance, as specified in §§17.7 through
17.17 of this chapter, or that may have
a significant environmental effect, as
defined by §1.1307, or that are located
in a ‘‘quiet zone’’, as defined by §1.924
of this chapter must be individually li-
censed for such control stations prior
to construction or operation. All other
end users’ operations will be within the
scope of the base station licensee. All
end users, however, continue to be re-
sponsible to comply with 47 CFR part
90 and other federal laws.

[67 FR 40850, Sept. 8, 1992, as amended at 63
FR 68970, Dec. 14, 1998]

§90.656 Responsibilities of base sta-
tion licensees of Specialized Mobile
Radio systems.

(a) The licensees of base stations that
provide Specialized Mobile Radio serv-
ice on a commercial basis of the use of
individuals, Federal government agen-
cies, or persons eligible for licensing
under either subparts B or C of this
part will be responsible for exercising
effective operational control over all
mobile and control stations that com-
municate with the base station. The
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base station licensee will be respon-
sible for assuring that its system is op-
erated in compliance with all applica-
ble rules and regulations.

(b) Customers that operate mobile
units on a particular Specialized Mo-
bile Radio system will be licensed to
that system. A customer that operates
temporarily on more than one system
will be deemed, when communicating
with the other system, to be tempo-
rarily licensed to the other system and
for that temporary period, the licensee
of the other system will assume the
same licensee responsibility for the
customer’s mobile station(s) as if the
customer’s stations were licensed to
that other system.

[67 FR 40851, Sept. 8, 1992, as amended at 62
FR 18935, Apr. 17, 1997]

§90.658 Loading data required for
base station licensees of trunked
Specialized Mobile Radio systems to
acquire additional channels or to
renew trunked systems licensed be-
fore June 1, 1993.

(a) A base station licensee of a
trunked system applying for its first
renewal in a waiting list area for a sys-
tem licensed before June 1, 1993 must
identify, using FCC Form 601, the num-
ber of mobiles and control stations
loaded on its system as calculated in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) The number described in para-
graph (a) of this section must be cal-
culated by averaging the number of
mobiles and control stations operating
on a licensee’s system on the first busi-
ness day of each of the six months im-
mediately preceding the filing of an ap-
plication and must be based on the li-
censee’s business records for that pe-
riod. Alternative calculations will be
permitted upon good cause showings of
special circumstances.

(c) Business records may constitute
invoices, customer service agreements,
customer lists or any other type of
record kept in the ordinary course of
business.

(d) The FCC will use the loading data
required by this section to determine
whether the licensee’s existing system
has a sufficient number of mobiles as
required by 47 CFR chapter I to qualify
for additional channels or for the first

§90.663

renewal of trunked systems licensed
before June 1, 1993.

[67 FR 40851, Sept. 8, 1992, as amended at 63
FR 68970, Dec. 14, 1998]

POLICIES GOVERNING THE LICENSING AND
USE OF MTA-BASED SMR SYSTEMS IN
THE 896-901/935-940 MHZ BAND

§90.661 MTA-based SMR service areas.

MTA licenses for SMR spectrum
blocks in the 896-901/935-940 MHz band
listed in table 4B of §90.617(d) are avail-
able in 51 Major Trading Areas (MTASs)
as defined in §90.7. Within these MTAs,
licenses will be authorized in ten chan-
nel blocks as specified in table 4B of
§90.617(d) through the competitive bid-
ding procedures described in subpart U
of this part.

[60 FR 21991, May 4, 1995]

§90.663 MTA-based SMR system oper-
ations.

(a) MTA-based licensees authorized
in the 896-901/935-940 MHz band pursu-
ant to §90.661 may construct and oper-
ate base stations using any frequency
identified in their spectrum block any-
where within their authorized MTA,
provided that:

(1) The MTA licensee affords protec-
tion, in accordance with §90.621(b), to
all sites for which applications were
filed on or prior to August 9, 1994.

(2) The MTA licensee complies with
any rules and international agreements
that restrict use of frequencies identi-
fied in their spectrum block, including
the provisions of §90.619 relating to
U.S./Canadian and U.S./Mexican border
areas.

(3) The MTA licensee limits its field
strength at any location on the border
of the MTA service area in accordance
with §90.671 and masks its emissions in
accordance with §90.669.

(b) In the event that the authoriza-
tion for a previously authorized co-
channel station within the MTA licens-
ee’s authorized spectrum block is ter-
minated or revoked, the MTA licens-
ee’s co-channel obligations to such sta-
tion will cease upon deletion of the fa-
cility from the Commission’s licensing
record. The MTA licensee then will be
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