§212.233

construction or maintenance. A bach-
elor’s degree in engineering or a re-
lated technical specialization may be
substituted for two of the four years of
this experience requirement. Success-
ful completion of an apprentice train-
ing program under §212.233 may be sub-
stituted for the four years of this expe-
rience requirement.

(¢c) The highway-rail grade crossing
inspector shall demonstrate the fol-
lowing specific qualifications:

(1) A comprehensive knowledge of
highway-rail grade crossing nomen-
clature, inspection techniques, mainte-
nance requirements, and methods;

(2) The ability to understand and de-
tect deviations from:

(i) Grade crossing signal system
maintenance, inspection and testing
standards accepted in the industry; and

(ii) The Grade Crossing Signal Sys-
tem Safety Rules (49 CFR part 234);

(3) Knowledge of operating practices
and highway-rail grade crossing sys-
tems sufficient to understand the safe-
ty significance of deviations and com-
binations of deviations from
§212.231(c)(2) (i) and (ii);

(4) Specialized knowledge of the re-
quirements of the Grade Crossing Sig-
nal System Safety Rules (49 CFR part
234), including the remedial action re-
quired to bring highway-rail grade
crossing signal systems into compli-
ance with those Rules;

(5) Specialized knowledge of high-
way-rail grade crossing standards con-
tained in the Manual on Uniform Traf-
fic Control Devices; and

(6) Knowledge of railroad signal sys-
tems sufficient to ensure that highway-
rail grade crossing warning systems
and inspections of those systems do not
adversely affect the safety of railroad
signal systems.

(d) A State signal and train control
inspector qualified under this part and
who has demonstrated the ability to
understand and detect deviations from
the Grade Crossing Signal System
Safety Rules (49 CFR part 234) is
deemed to meet all requirements of
this section and is qualified to conduct
independent inspections of all types of
highway-rail grade crossing warning
systems for the purpose of determining
compliance with Grade Crossing Signal
System Safety Rules (49 CFR part 234),
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to make reports of those inspections,
and to recommend institution of en-
forcement actions when appropriate to
promote compliance.

[59 FR 50104, Sept. 30, 1994]

§212.233 Apprentice highway-rail
grade crossing inspector.

(a) An apprentice highway-rail grade
crossing inspector shall be enrolled in a
program of training prescribed by the
Associate Administrator for Safety
leading to qualification as a highway-
rail grade crossing inspector. The ap-
prentice inspector may not participate
in investigative and surveillance ac-
tivities, except as an assistant to a
qualified State or FRA inspector while
accompanying that qualified inspector.

(b) Prior to being enrolled in the pro-
gram the apprentice inspector shall
demonstrate:

(1) Working basic knowledge of elec-
tricity;

(2) The ability to use electrical test
equipment in direct current and alter-
nating current circuits; and

(3) A basic knowledge of highway-rail
grade crossing inspection and mainte-
nance methods and procedures.

[59 FR 50104, Sept. 30, 1994]

§212.235 Inapplicable qualification re-
quirements.

The Associate Administrator may de-
termine that a specific requirement of
this subpart is inapplicable to an iden-
tified position created by a State agen-
cy if it is not relevant to the actual du-
ties of the position. The determination
is made in writing.

[47 FR 41051, Sept. 16, 1982. Redesignated at
57 FR 28115, June 24, 1992. Further redesig-
nated at 59 FR 50104, Sept. 30, 1994]
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of track

Subpart A—General

§213.1 Scope of part.

(a) This part prescribes minimum
safety requirements for railroad track



§213.2

that is part of the general railroad sys-
tem of transportation. The require-
ments prescribed in this part apply to
specific track conditions existing in
isolation. Therefore, a combination of
track conditions, none of which indi-
vidually amounts to a deviation from
the requirements in this part, may re-
quire remedial action to provide for
safe operations over that track. This
part does not restrict a railroad from
adopting and enforcing additional or
more stringent requirements not in-
consistent with this part.

(b) Subparts A through F apply to
track Classes 1 through 5. Subpart G
and 213.2, 213.3, and 213.15 apply to
track over which trains are operated at
speeds in excess of those permitted
over Class b track.

§213.2 Preemptive effect.

Under 49 U.S.C. 20106, issuance of
these regulations preempts any State
law, regulation, or order covering the
same subject matter, except an addi-
tional or more stringent law, regula-
tion, or order that is necessary to
eliminate or reduce an essentially local
safety hazard; is not incompatible with
a law, regulation, or order of the
United States Government; and that
does not impose an unreasonable bur-
den on interstate commerce.

§213.3 Application.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, this part applies to
all standard gage track in the general
railroad system of transportation.

(b) This part does not apply to
track—

(1) Located inside an installation
which is not part of the general rail-
road system of transportation; or

(2) Used exclusively for rapid transit
operations in an urban area that are
not connected with the general rail-
road system of transportation.

§213.4 Excepted track.

A track owner may designate a seg-
ment of track as excepted track pro-
vided that—

(a) The segment is identified in the
timetable, special instructions, general
order, or other appropriate records
which are available for inspection dur-
ing regular business hours;
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(b) The identified segment is not lo-
cated within 30 feet of an adjacent
track which can be subjected to simul-
taneous use at speeds in excess of 10
miles per hour;

(c) The identified segment is in-
spected in accordance with 213.233(c)
and 213.235 at the frequency specified
for Class 1 track;

(d) The identified segment of track is
not located on a bridge including the
track approaching the bridge for 100
feet on either side, or located on a pub-
lic street or highway, if railroad cars
containing commodities required to be
placarded by the Hazardous Materials
Regulations (49 CFR part 172), are
moved over the track; and

(e) The railroad conducts operations
on the identified segment under the
following conditions:

(1) No train shall be operated at
speeds in excess of 10 miles per hour;

(2) No occupied passenger train shall
be operated;

(3) No freight train shall be operated
that contains more than five cars re-
quired to be placarded by the Haz-
ardous Materials Regulations (49 CFR
part 172); and

(4) The gage on excepted track shall
not be more than 4 feet 10% inches.
This paragraph (e)(4) is applicable Sep-
tember 21, 1999.

(f) A track owner shall advise the ap-
propriate FRA Regional Office at least
10 days prior to removal of a segment
of track from excepted status.

§213.5

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, any owner of track
to which this part applies who knows
or has notice that the track does not
comply with the requirements of this
part, shall—

(1) Bring the track into compliance;

(2) Halt operations over that track;
or

(3) Operate under authority of a per-
son designated under §213.7(a), who has
at least one year of supervisory experi-
ence in railroad track maintenance,
subject to conditions set forth in this
part.

(b) If an owner of track to which this
part applies designates a segment of
track as ‘‘excepted track’ under the
provisions of §213.4, operations may

Responsibility for compliance.



