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§218.7 Waivers.

(a) A railroad may petition the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration for a
waiver of compliance with any require-
ment prescribed in this part.

(b) Each petition for a waiver under
this section must be filed in the man-
ner and contain the information re-
quired by part 211 of this chapter.

(c) If the Administrator finds that
waiver of compliance is in the public
interest and is consistent with railroad
safety, he may grant the waiver sub-
ject to any conditions he deems nec-
essary. Notice of each waiver granted,
including a statement of the reasons,
therefore, is published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

§218.9 Civil penalty.

Any person (an entity of any type
covered under 1 U.S.C. 1, including but
not limited to the following: a railroad;
a manager, supervisor, official, or
other employee or agent of a railroad;
any owner, manufacturer, lessor, or
lessee of railroad equipment, track, or
facilities; any independent contractor
providing goods or services to a rail-
road; and any employee of such owner,
manufacturer, lessor, lessee, or inde-
pendent contractor) who violates any
requirement of this part or causes the
violation of any such requirement is
subject to a civil penalty of at least
$550 and not more than $11,000 per vio-
lation, except that: Penalties may be
assessed against individuals only for
willful violations, and, where a grossly
negligent violation or a pattern of re-
peated violations has created an immi-
nent hazard of death or injury to per-
sons, or has caused death or injury, a
penalty not to exceed $27,000 per viola-
tion may be assessed. Each day a viola-
tion continues shall constitute a sepa-
rate offense. See appendix A to this
part for a statement of agency civil
penalty policy.

[63 FR 28599, July 28, 1988, as amended at 53
FR 52928, Dec. 29, 1988; 63 FR 11621, Mar. 10,
1998; 69 FR 30593, May 28, 2004]

§218.11 Filing,
tion.

The operating rules prescribed in this

part, and any additional or more strin-
gent requirements issued by a railroad

testing, and instruc-

§218.22

in relation to the operating rules pre-
scribed in this part, shall be subject to
the provisions of part 217 of this chap-
ter, Railroad Operating Rules: Filing,
Testing, and Instruction.

Subpart B—Blue Signal Protection
of Workers

§218.21 Scope.

This subpart prescribes minimum re-
quirements for the protection of rail-
road employees engaged in the inspec-
tion, testing, repair, and servicing of
rolling equipment whose activities re-
quire them to work on, under, or be-
tween such equipment and subjects
them to the danger of personal injury
posed by any movement of such equip-
ment.

§218.22 Utility employee.

(a) A utility employee shall be sub-
ject to the Hours of Service Act, and
the requirements for training and test-
ing, control of alcohol and drug use,
and hours of service record Kkeeping
provided for in parts 217, 219, and 228 of
this chapter.

(b) A utility employee shall perform
service as a member of only one train
or yard crew at any given time. Service
with more than one crew may be se-
quential, but not concurrent.

(c) A utility employee may be as-
signed to and serve as a member of a
train or yard crew without the protec-
tion otherwise required by subpart D of
part 218 of this chapter only under the
following conditions:

(1) The train or yard crew is assigned
a controlling locomotive that is under
the actual control of the assigned loco-
motive engineer of that crew;

(2) The locomotive engineer is in the
cab of the controlling locomotive, or,
while the locomotive is stationary be
replaced in the cab by another member
of the same crew;

(3) The utility employee established
communication with the crew by con-
tacting the designated crew member on
arriving at the train (as defined for the
purpose of this section as one or more
locomotives coupled, with or without
cars) and before commencing any du-
ties with the crew.

(4) Before each utility employee com-
mences duties, the designated crew
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§218.23

member shall provide notice to each
crew member of the presence and iden-
tity of the utility employee. Once all
crew members have acknowledged this
notice, the designated crew member
shall advise the utility employee that
he or she is authorized to work as part
of the crew. Thereafter, communica-
tion shall be maintained in such a
manner that each member of the train
or yard crew understands the duties to
be performed and whether those duties
will cause any crew member to go on,
under, or between the rolling equip-
ment; and

(6) The utility employee is per-
forming one or more of the following
functions: set or release hand brakes;
couple or uncouple air hoses and other
electrical or mechanical connections;
prepare rail cars for coupling; set wheel
blocks or wheel chains; conduct air
brake tests to include cutting air brake
components in or out and position re-
taining valves; inspect, test, install, re-
move or replace a rear end marking de-
vice or end of train device. Under all
other circumstances a utility employee
working on, under, or between railroad
rolling equipment must be provided
with blue signal protection in accord-
ance with §§218.23 through 218.30 of this
part.

(d) When the utility employee has
ceased all work in connection with
that train and is no longer on, under,
or between the equipment, the utility
employee shall notify the designated
crew member. The designated crew
member shall then provide notice to
each crew member that the utility em-
ployee is being released from the crew.
Once each crew member has acknowl-
edged the notice, the designated crew
member shall then notify the utility
employee that he is released from the
train or yard crew.

(e) Communications required by
§218.22(c)(4) and (d) shall be conducted
between the utility employee and the
designated crew member. This commu-
nications shall be conducted either
through direct verbal contact, by radio
in compliance with part 220 of this
chapter, or by oral telecommunication
of equivalent integrity.

(f) No more than three utility em-
ployees may be attached to one train
or yard crew at any given time.
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(g) Any railroad employee who is not
assigned to a train or yard crew, or au-
thorized to work with a crew under the
conditions set forth by paragraph (b) of
this section, is a worker required to be
provided blue signal protection in ac-
cordance with §§218.23 through 218.30 of
this part.

(h) Nothing in this section shall af-
fect the alternative form of protection
specified in §221.16 of this chapter with
respect to inspection of rear end mark-
ing devices.

[68 FR 43293, Aug. 16, 1993, as amended at 60
FR 11050, Mar. 1, 1995]

§218.23 Blue signal display.

(a) Blue signals displayed in accord-
ance with §218.25, 218.27, or 218.29 sig-
nify that workers are on, under, or be-
tween rolling equipment. When so dis-
played—

(1) The equipment may not be cou-
pled to;

(2) The equipment may not be moved,
except as provided for in §218.29;

(3) Other rolling equipment may not
be placed on the same track so as to re-
duce or block the view of a blue signal,
except as provided for in §218.29 (a), (b)
and (c); and

(4) Rolling equipment may not pass a
displayed blue signal.

(b) Blue signals must be displayed in
accordance with §218.25, 218.27, or 218.29
by each craft or group of workers prior
to their going on, under, or between
rolling equipment and may only be re-
moved by the same craft or group that
displayed them.

§218.24 One-person crew.

(a) An engineer working alone as a
one-person crew shall not perform du-
ties on, under, or between rolling
equipment, without blue signal protec-
tion that complies with §218.27 or
§218.29, unless the duties to be per-
formed are listed in §218.22(c)(5) and
the following protections are provided:

(1) Bach locomotive in the loco-
motive engineer’s charge is either:

(i) Coupled to the train or other rail-
road rolling equipment to be assisted;
or
(ii) Stopped a sufficient distance
from the train or rolling equipment to
ensure a separation of at least 50 feet;
and
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