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Subpart A—General

§232.1 Scope.

(a) This part prescribes Federal safe-
ty standards for freight and other non-
passenger train brake systems and
equipment. Subpart E of this part pre-
scribes Federal safety standards not
only for freight and other non-pas-
senger train brake systems and equip-
ment, but also for passenger train
brake systems. This part does not re-
strict a railroad from adopting or en-
forcing additional or more stringent re-
quirements not inconsistent with this
part.

(b) Except as otherwise specifically
provided in this paragraph or in this
part, railroads to which this part ap-
plies shall comply with all the require-

§232.3

ments contained in subparts A through
C and subpart F of this part beginning
on April 1, 2004. Sections 232.1 through
232.13 and 232.17 through 232.21 of this
part will become applicable to all rail-
roads to which this part applies begin-
ning on May 31, 2001. Subpart D of this
part will become applicable to all rail-
roads to which this part applies begin-
ning on August 1, 2001. Subpart E of
this part will become applicable to all
trains operating on track which is part
of the general railroad system of trans-
portation beginning on May 31, 2001.

(c) A railroad may request earlier ap-
plication of the requirements con-
tained in subparts A through C and
subpart F of this part upon written no-
tification to FRA’s Associate Adminis-
trator for Safety. Such a request shall
indicate the railroad’s readiness and
ability to comply with all of the re-
quirements contained in those sub-
parts.

(d) Except for operations identified in
§232.3(c)(1), (c)(4), and (c)(6) through
(c)(8), all railroads which are part of
the general railroad system of trans-
portation shall operate pursuant to the
requirements contained in this part 232
as it existed on May 31, 2001 and in-
cluded as Appendix B to this part until
they are either required to operate pur-
suant to the requirements contained in
this part or the requirements con-
tained in part 238 of this chapter or
they elect to comply earlier than oth-
erwise required with the requirements
contained in this part or the require-
ments contained in part 238 of this
chapter.

[66 FR 4193, Jan. 17, 2001, as amended at 66
FR 9906, Feb. 12, 2001]

§232.3 Applicability.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section, this part ap-
plies to all railroads that operate
freight or other non-passenger train
service on standard gage track which is
part of the general railroad system of
transportation. This includes the oper-
ation of circus trains and private cars
when hauled on such railroads.

(b) Subpart E of this part, ‘‘End-of-
Train Devices,”” applies to all trains op-
erating on track which is part of the
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§232.5

general railroad system of transpor-
tation unless specifically excepted in
that subpart.

(c) Except as provided in §232.1(d) and
paragraph (b) of this section, this part
does not apply to:

(1) A railroad that operates only on
track inside an installation that is not
part of the general railroad system of
transportation.

(2) Intercity or commuter passenger
train operations on standard gage
track which is part of the general rail-
road system of transportation;

(3) Commuter or other short-haul rail
passenger train operations in a metro-
politan or suburban area (as described
by 49 U.S.C. 20102(1)), including public
authorities operating passenger train
service;

(4) Rapid transit operations in an
urban area that are not connected with
the general railroad system of trans-
portation;

(5) Tourist, scenic, historic, or excur-
sion operations, whether on or off the
general railroad system;

(6) Freight and other non-passenger
trains of four-wheel coal cars;

(7) Freight and other non-passenger
trains of eight-wheel standard logging
cars if the height of each car from the
top of the rail to the center of the cou-
pling is not more than 25 inches; or

(8) A locomotive used in hauling a
train referred to in paragraph (c)(7) of
this subsection when the locomotive
and cars of the train are used only to
transport logs.

(d) The provisions formerly contained
in Interstate Commerce Commission
Order 13528, of May 30, 1945, as amend-
ed, now revoked, are codified in this
paragraph. This part is not applicable
to the following equipment:

(1) Scale test weight cars.

(2) Locomotive cranes, steam shovels,
pile drivers, and machines of similar
construction, and maintenance ma-
chines built prior to September 21, 1945.

(3) Export, industrial, and other cars
not owned by a railroad which are not
to be used in service, except for move-
ment as shipments on their own wheels
to given destinations. Such cars shall
be properly identified by a card at-
tached to each side of the car, signed
by the shipper, stating that such move-
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ment is being made under the author-
ity of this paragraph.

(4) Industrial and other than rail-
road-owned cars which are not to be
used in service except for movement
within the limits of a single switching
district (i.e., within the limits of an in-
dustrial facility).

(5) Narrow-gage cars.

(6) Cars used exclusively in switching
operations and not used in train move-
ments within the meaning of the Fed-
eral safety appliance laws (49 U.S.C.
20301-20306).

§232.5 Definitions.

The definitions in this section are in-
tended to clarify the meaning of terms
used in this part as it becomes applica-
ble pursuant to §232.1(b) and (c).

AAR means the Association of Amer-
ican Railroads.

Air brake means a combination of de-
vices operated by compressed air, ar-
ranged in a system, and controlled
manually, electrically, electronically,
or pneumatically, by means of which
the motion of a railroad car or loco-
motive is retarded or arrested.

Air Flow Indicator, AFM means a spe-
cific air flow indicator required by the
air flow method of qualifying train air
brakes (AFM). The AFM Air Flow Indi-
cator is a calibrated air flow measuring
device which is clearly visible and leg-
ible in daylight and darkness from the
engineer’s normal operating position.
The indicator face displays:

(1) Markings from 10 cubic feet per
minute (CFM) to 80 CFM, in incre-
ments of 10 CFM or less; and

(2) Numerals indicating 20, 40, 60, and
80 CFM for continuous monitoring of
air flow.

Bind means restrict the intended
movement of one or more brake system
components by reduced clearance, by
obstruction, or by increased friction.

Brake, dynamic means a train braking
system whereby the kinetic energy of a
moving train is used to generate elec-
tric current at the locomotive traction
motors, which is then dissipated
through resistor grids or into the cat-
enary or third rail system.

Brake, effective means a brake that is
capable of producing its nominally de-
signed retarding force on the train. A
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