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Subpart A—General

§350.101 What is the Motor Carrier
Safety Assistance Program
(MCSAP)?

The MCSAP is a Federal grant pro-
gram that provides financial assistance
to States to reduce the number and se-
verity of accidents and hazardous ma-
terials incidents involving commercial
motor vehicles (CMV). The goal of the
MCSAP is to reduce CMV-involved ac-
cidents, fatalities, and injuries through



§350.103

consistent, uniform, and effective CMV
safety programs. Investing grant mon-
ies in appropriate safety programs will
increase the likelihood that safety de-
fects, driver deficiencies, and unsafe
motor carrier practices will be de-
tected and corrected before they be-
come contributing factors to accidents.
The MCSAP also sets forth the condi-
tions for participation by States and
local jurisdictions and promotes the
adoption and uniform enforcement of
safety rules, regulations, and standards
compatible with the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSRs)
and Federal Hazardous Material Regu-
lations (HMRs) for both interstate and
intrastate motor carriers and drivers.

§350.103 What is the purpose of this
part?

The purpose of this part is to ensure
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA), States, and
other political jurisdictions work in
partnership to establish programs to
improve motor carrier, CMV, and driv-
er safety to support a safe and efficient
transportation system.

§350.105 What definitions are used in
this part?

10-year average accident rate means for
each State, the aggregate number of
large truck-involved fatal crashes (as
reported in the Fatality Analysis Re-
porting System (FARS)) for a 10-year
period divided by the aggregate vehicle
miles traveled (VMT) (as defined by the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
tration (FMCSA) ) for the same 10-year
period.

Accident rate means for each State,
the total number of fatal crashes in-
volving large trucks (as measured by
the FARS for each State) divided by
the total VMT as defined by the
FMCSA for each State for all vehicles.

Agency means Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration.

Administrative Takedown Funds means
funds deducted by the FMCSA each fis-
cal year from the amount made avail-
able for the MCSAP for expenses in-
curred in the administration of the
MCSAP, including expenses to train
State and local government employees.

Administrator means Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administrator.
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Basic Program Funds means the total
MCSAP funds less the High Priority
Activity, Border Activity, Administra-
tive Takedown, and Incentive Funds.

Border Activity Funds means funds
provided to States, local governments,
and other persons carrying out pro-
grams, activities, and projects relating
to CMV safety and regulatory enforce-
ment supporting the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) at the
U.S. border. Up to 5 percent of total
MCSAP funds are available for these
activities.

Commercial motor vehicle (CMV) means
a motor vehicle that has any of the fol-
lowing characteristics:

(1) A gross vehicle weight (GVW),
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR),

gross combination weight (GCW), or
gross combination weight rating
(GCWR) of 4,637 kilograms (10,001

pounds) or more.

(2) Regardless of weight, is designed
or used to transport 16 or more pas-
sengers, including driver.

(3) Regardless of weight, is used in
the transportation of hazardous mate-
rials and is required to be placarded
pursuant to 49 CFR part 172, subpart F.

Commercial vehicle safety plan (CVSP)
means the document outlining the
State’s CMV safety objectives, strate-
gies, activities and performance meas-
ures.

Compatible or Compatibility means
State laws and regulations applicable
to interstate commerce and to intra-
state movement of hazardous materials
are identical to the FMCSRs and the
HMRs or have the same effect as the
FMCSRs. State laws applicable to
intrastate commerce are either iden-
tical to, or have the same effect as, the
FMCSRs or fall within the established
limited variances under §350.341.

High Priority Activity Funds means
funds provided to States, local govern-
ments, and other persons carrying out
activities and projects that directly
support the MCSAP, are national in
scope in that the successful activity or
project could potentially be applied in
other States on a national scale, and
improve CMV safety and compliance
with CMV safety regulations. Up to 5
percent of total MCSAP funds are
available for these activities.



