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Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT § 372.243 

as defined in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

[32 FR 20048, Dec. 20, 1967] 

§ 372.241 Commercial zones deter-
mined generally, with exceptions. 

The commercial zone of each munici-
pality in the United States, with the 
exceptions indicated in the note at the 
end of this section, within which the 
transportation of passengers or prop-
erty, in interstate or foreign com-
merce, when not under a common con-
trol, management, or arrangement for 
a continuous carriage or shipment to 
or from a point without such zone, is 
exempt from all provisions of 49 U.S.C. 
subtitle IV, part B shall be deemed to 
consist of: 

(a) The municipality itself, herein-
after called the base municipality; 

(b) All municipalities which are con-
tiguous to the base municipality; 

(c) All other municipalities and all 
unincorporated areas within the United 
States which are adjacent to the base 
municipality as follows: 

(1) When the base municipality has a 
population less than 2,500 all unincor-
porated areas within 3 miles of its cor-
porate limits and all of any other mu-
nicipality any part of which is within 3 
miles of the corporate limits of the 
base municipality, 

(2) When the base municipality has a 
population of 2,500 but less than 25,000 
all unincorporated areas within 4 miles 
of its corporate limits and all of any 
other municipality any part of which is 
within 4 miles of the corporate limits 
of the base municipality. 

(3) When the base municipality has a 
population of 25,000 but less than 
100,000 all unincorporated areas within 
6 miles of its corporate limits and all of 
any other municipality any part of 
which is within 6 miles of the corporate 
limits of the base municipality, and 

(4) When the base municipality has a 
population of 100,000 but less than 
200,000 all unincorporated areas within 
8 miles of its corporate limits and all 
of any other municipality any part of 
which is within 8 miles of the corporate 
limits of the base municipality. 

(5) When the base municipality has a 
population of 200,000 but less than 
500,000 all unincorporated areas within 
10 miles of its corporate limits and all 

of any other municipality any part of 
which is within 10 miles of the cor-
porate limits of the base municipality. 

(6) When the base municipality has a 
population of 500,000 but less than 1 
million, all unincorporated areas with-
in 15 miles of its corporate limits and 
all of any other municipality any part 
of which is within 15 miles of the cor-
porate limits of the base municipality. 

(7) When the base municipality has a 
population of 1 million or more, all un-
incorporated areas within 20 miles of 
its corporate limits and all of any 
other municipality any part of which is 
within 20 miles of the corporate limits 
of the base municipality, and 

(d) All municipalities wholly sur-
rounded, or so surrounded except for a 
water boundary, by the base munici-
pality, by any municipality contiguous 
thereto, or by any municipality adja-
cent thereto which is included in the 
commercial zone of such base munici-
pality under the provisions of para-
graph (c) of this section. 

NOTE: Except: Municipalities the commer-
cial zones of which have been or are here-
after individually or specially determined. 

[32 FR 20048, Dec. 20, 1967, as amended at 34 
FR 9870, June 26, 1969; 34 FR 15482, Oct. 4, 
1969; 41 FR 56655, Dec. 29, 1976; 62 FR 15422, 
Apr. 1, 1997] 

§ 372.243 Controlling distances and 
population data. 

In the application of § 372.241: 
(a) Air-line distances or mileages 

about corporate limits of municipali-
ties shall be used. 

(b) The population of any munici-
pality shall be deemed to be the high-
est figure shown for that municipality 
in any decennial census since (and in-
cluding) the 1940 decennial census. 

(c) Contraction of municipal bound-
aries will not alter the size of commer-
cial zones. 

[32 FR 20040, Dec. 20, 1967, as amended at 37 
FR 15701, Aug. 4, 1972; 50 FR 10233, Mar. 14, 
1985; 62 FR 15422, Apr. 1, 1997] 
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