Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT

regulations in this subpart do not
apply to Mexico-domiciled carriers.

§385.303 How does a motor carrier
register with the FMCSA?

A motor carrier may contact the
FMCSA by internet
(www.fmesa.dot.gov); or Washington, DC
headquarters by mail at, FMCSA, 400
Tth Street SW., Washington, DC 20590;
fax (703) 280-4003; or telephone 1-800—
832-5660, and request the application
materials for a new entrant motor car-
rier.

§385.305 What happens after the
FMCSA receives a request for new
entrant registration?

(a) The requester for new entrant
registration will be directed to the
FMCSA Internet website
(www.fmesa.dot.gov) to secure and/or
complete the application package on-
line.

(b) The application package will con-
tain the following:

(1) Educational and technical assist-
ance material regarding the require-
ments of the FMCSRs and HMRs, if ap-
plicable.

(2) The Form MCS-150, The Motor
Carrier Identification Report.

(3) The Form MCS-150A, The Safety
Certification for Applications for U.S.
DOT Number.

(4) Application forms to obtain oper-
ating authority under 49 CFR 365, as
appropriate.

(c) Upon completion of the applica-
tion forms, the new entrant will be
issued a USDOT number.

(d) For-hire motor carriers, unless
providing transportation exempt from
49 CFR part 365 registration require-
ments, must also comply with the pro-
cedures established in 49 CFR part 365
to obtain operating authority before
operating in interstate commerce.

§385.307 What happens after a motor
carrier begins operations as a new
entrant?

After a new entrant satisfies all ap-
plicable pre-operational requirements,
it will be subject to the new entrant
safety monitoring procedures for a pe-
riod of 18 months. During this 18-month
period:

(a) The new entrant’s roadside safety
performance will be closely monitored
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to ensure the new entrant has basic
safety management controls that are
operating effectively. An accident rate
or driver or vehicle violation rate that
is higher than the industry average for
similar motor carrier operations may
cause the FMCSA to conduct an expe-
dited safety audit or compliance review
at any time.

(b) A safety audit will be conducted
on the new entrant, once it has been in
operation for enough time to have suf-
ficient records to allow the agency to
evaluate the adequacy of its basic safe-
ty management controls. This period
will generally be at least 3 months.

(c) All records and documents re-
quired for the safety audit shall be
made available for inspection upon re-
quest by an individual certified under
FMCSA regulations to perform safety
audits.

§385.309 What is the purpose of the
safety audit?

The purpose of a safety audit is to:

(a) Provide educational and technical
assistance to the new entrant; and

(b) Gather safety data needed to
make an assessment of the new en-
trant’s safety performance and ade-
quacy of its basic safety management
controls.

§385.311 What will the safety audit
consist of?

The safety audit will consist of a re-
view of the new entrant’s safety man-
agement systems and a sample of re-
quired records to assess compliance
with the FMCSRs, applicable HMRs
and related record-keeping require-
ments as specified in Appendix A of
this part. The areas for review include,
but are not limited to, the following:

(a) Driver qualification;

(b) Driver duty status;

(c) Vehicle maintenance;

(d) Accident register; and

(e) Controlled substances and alcohol
use and testing requirements.

§385.313 Who will conduct the safety
audit?
An individual certified under the
FMCSA regulations to perform safety
audits will conduct the safety audit.
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