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49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–05 Edition) § 390.7 

State means a State of the United 
States and the District of Columbia 
and includes a political subdivision of a 
State. 

Trailer includes: 
(a) Full trailer means any motor vehi-

cle other than a pole trailer which is 
designed to be drawn by another motor 
vehicle and so constructed that no part 
of its weight, except for the towing de-
vice, rests upon the self-propelled tow-
ing motor vehicle. A semitrailer 
equipped with an auxiliary front axle 
(converter dolly) shall be considered a 
full trailer. 

(b) Pole trailer means any motor vehi-
cle which is designed to be drawn by 
another motor vehicle and attached to 
the towing motor vehicle by means of a 
‘‘reach’’ or ‘‘pole,’’ or by being 
‘‘boomed’’ or otherwise secured to the 
towing motor vehicle, for transporting 
long or irregularly shaped loads such 
as poles, pipes, or structural members, 
which generally are capable of sus-
taining themselves as beams between 
the supporting connections. 

(c) Semitrailer means any motor vehi-
cle, other than a pole trailer, which is 
designed to be drawn by another motor 
vehicle and is constructed so that some 
part of its weight rests upon the self- 
propelled towing motor vehicle. 

Truck means any self-propelled com-
mercial motor vehicle except a truck 
tractor, designed and/or used for the 
transportation of property. 

Truck tractor means a self-propelled 
commercial motor vehicle designed 
and/or used primarily for drawing other 
vehicles. 

United States means the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia. 

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 390.5, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 390.7 Rules of construction. 

(a) In part 325 of subchapter A and in 
this subchapter, unless the context re-
quires otherwise: 

(1) Words imparting the singular in-
clude the plural; 

(2) Words imparting the plural in-
clude the singular; 

(3) Words imparting the present tense 
include the future tense. 

(b) In this subchapter the word— 
(1) Officer includes any person au-

thorized by law to perform the duties 
of the office; 

(2) Writing includes printing and 
typewriting; 

(3) Shall is used in an imperative 
sense; 

(4) Must is used in an imperative 
sense; 

(5) Should is used in a recommenda-
tory sense; 

(6) May is used in a permissive sense; 
and 

(7) Includes is used as a word of inclu-
sion, not limitation. 

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988, as amended at 60 
FR 38744, July 28, 1995] 

Subpart B—General Requirements 
and Information 

§ 390.9 State and local laws, effect on. 
Except as otherwise specifically indi-

cated, subchapter B of this chapter is 
not intended to preclude States or sub-
divisions thereof from establishing or 
enforcing State or local laws relating 
to safety, the compliance with which 
would not prevent full compliance with 
these regulations by the person subject 
thereto. 

§ 390.11 Motor carrier to require ob-
servance of driver regulations. 

Whenever in part 325 of subchapter A 
or in this subchapter a duty is pre-
scribed for a driver or a prohibition is 
imposed upon the driver, it shall be the 
duty of the motor carrier to require ob-
servance of such duty or prohibition. If 
the motor carrier is a driver, the driver 
shall likewise be bound. 

§ 390.13 Aiding or abetting violations. 
No person shall aid, abet, encourage, 

or require a motor carrier or its em-
ployees to violate the rules of this 
chapter. 

§ 390.15 Assistance in investigations 
and special studies. 

(a) A motor carrier must make all 
records and information pertaining to 
an accident available to an authorized 
representative or special agent of the 
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