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(A) An emergency has been declared 
by a Federal, State or local govern-
ment official having authority to de-
clare an emergency; or 

(B) The FMCSA Field Administrator 
has declared that a local emergency ex-
ists which justifies an exemption from 
parts 390 through 399 of this chapter. 

(ii) This exemption shall not exceed 
the duration of the motor carrier’s or 
driver’s direct assistance in providing 
emergency relief, or 5 days from the 
date of the initial declaration of the 
emergency or the exemption from the 
regulations by the FMCSA Field Ad-
ministrator, whichever is less. 

(3) Tow trucks responding to emer-
gencies. (i) The exemption provided by 
paragraph (a)(3) of this section is effec-
tive only when a request has been made 
by a Federal, State or local police offi-
cer for tow trucks to move wrecked or 
disabled motor vehicles. 

(ii) This exemption shall not exceed 
the length of the motor carrier’s or 
driver’s direct assistance in providing 
emergency relief, or 24 hours from the 
time of the initial request for assist-
ance by the Federal, State or local po-
lice officer, whichever is less. 

(b) Upon termination of direct assist-
ance to the regional or local emer-
gency relief effort, the motor carrier or 
driver is subject to the requirements of 
parts 390 through 399 of this chapter, 
with the following exception: A driver 
may return empty to the motor car-
rier’s terminal or the driver’s normal 
work reporting location without com-
plying with parts 390 through 399 of 
this chapter. However, a driver who in-
forms the motor carrier that he or she 
needs immediate rest must be per-
mitted at least 10 consecutive hours off 
duty before the driver is required to re-
turn to such terminal or location. Hav-
ing returned to the terminal or other 
location, the driver must be relieved of 
all duty and responsibilities. Direct as-
sistance terminates when a driver or 
commercial motor vehicle is used in 
interstate commerce to transport 
cargo not destined for the emergency 
relief effort, or when the motor carrier 
dispatches such driver or commercial 
motor vehicle to another location to 
begin operations in commerce. 

(c) When the driver has been relieved 
of all duty and responsibilities upon 

termination of direct assistance to a 
regional or local emergency relief ef-
fort, no motor carrier shall permit or 
require any driver used by it to drive 
nor shall any such driver drive in com-
merce until: 

(1) The driver has met the require-
ments of §§ 395.3(a) and 395.5(a) of this 
chapter; and 

(2) The driver has had at least 34 con-
secutive hours off-duty when: 

(i) The driver has been on duty for 
more than 60 hours in any 7 consecu-
tive days at the time the driver is re-
lieved of all duty if the employing 
motor carrier does not operate every 
day in the week, or 

(ii) The driver has been on duty for 
more than 70 hours in any 8 consecu-
tive days at the time the driver is re-
lieved of all duty if the employing 
motor carrier operates every day in the 
week. 

[57 FR 33647, July 30, 1992, as amended at 60 
FR 38744, July 28, 1995; 68 FR 22514, Apr. 28, 
2003; 70 FR 50070, Aug. 25, 2005] 

§ 390.25 Extension of relief from regu-
lations—emergencies. 

The FMCSA Field Administrator 
may extend the 30-day time period of 
the exemption contained in 
§ 390.23(a)(1), but not the 5-day time pe-
riod contained in § 390.23(a)(2) or the 24- 
hour period contained in § 390.23(a)(3). 
Any motor carrier or driver seeking to 
extend the 30-day limit shall obtain ap-
proval from the FMCSA Field Adminis-
trator in the region in which the motor 
carrier’s principal place of business is 
located before the expiration of the 30- 
day period. The motor carrier or driver 
shall give full details of the additional 
relief requested. The FMCSA Field Ad-
ministrator shall determine if such re-
lief is necessary taking into account 
both the severity of the ongoing emer-
gency and the nature of the relief serv-
ices to be provided by the carrier or 
driver. If the FMCSA Field Adminis-
trator approves an extension of the ex-
emption, he or she shall establish a 
new time limit and place on the motor 
carrier or driver any other restrictions 
deemed necessary. 

[57 FR 33647, July 30, 1992] 
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