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Subpart A—General Policy and
Procedures

§171.1 Availability of information.

Records of the Department of State
shall be made available to the public
upon request made in compliance with
the access procedures established in
this part, except for any records ex-
empt by law from disclosure. Any re-
quest for records must describe the in-
formation sought in such a way (see
§171.5(c)) that an employee of the De-
partment of State who is familiar with
the subject area of the request can lo-
cate the records with a reasonable
amount of effort. The sections that fol-
low govern the response of the Depart-
ment to requests for information under
the Freedom of Information Act, the
Privacy Act, Executive Order 12958, and
the Ethics in Government Act. Regula-
tions at 22 CFR 172.1-9 govern the re-
sponse of the Department to sub-
poenas, court orders, and certain other
requests for testimony of Department
officials or disclosure of Department
records in litigation to which the De-
partment is not a party.

§171.2 Types of records maintained.

Most of the records maintained by
the Department pertain to the formu-
lation and execution of U.S. foreign
policy. Certain records that pertain to
individuals are also maintained such as
applications for U.S. passports, appli-
cations for visas to enter the U.S,
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