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§3280.203 Flame spread limitations and fire
protection requirements.

(a) Establishment of flame spread rating. The
surface flame spread rating of interior-finish
material must not exceed the value shown in
§3280.203(b) when tested by Standard Test
Method for Surface Burning Characteristics
of Building Materials, ASTM E84-01, 2001, or
Standard Method of Test of Surface Burning
Characteristics of Building Materials NFPA
265, 1996, except that the surface flame
spread rating of interior-finish materials re-
quired by §3280.203(b)(5) and (6) may be deter-
mined by using the Standard Test Method
for Surface Flammability of Materials Using
a Radiant Heat Energy Source, ASTM E 162—
94. However, the following materials need
not be tested to establish their flame spread
rating unless a lower rating is required by
the standards in this part:

* * * * *

§3280.204 Kitchen cabinet protection.

(a) The bottom and sides of combus-
tible Kkitchen cabinets over cooking
ranges to a horizontal distance of 6
inches from the outside edge of the
cooking range shall be protected with
at least %se-inch thick gypsum board or
equivalent limited combustible mate-
rial. One-inch nominal framing mem-
bers and trim are exempted from this
requirement. The cabinet area over the
cooking range or cooktops shall be pro-
tected by a metal hood (26-gauge sheet
metal, or .017 stainless steel, or .024
aluminum, or .020 copper) with not less
than a 3-inch eyebrow projecting hori-
zontally from the front cabinet face.
The %se-inch thick gypsum board or
equivalent material which is above the
top of the hood may be supported by
the hood. A 3s-inch enclosed air space
shall be provided between the bottom
surface of the cabinet and the gypsum
board or equivalent material. The hood
shall be at least as wide as the cooking
range.

(b) The 3-inch metal eyebrow re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
will project from the front and rear
cabinet faces when there is no adjacent
surface behind the range, or the 5%s-
inch thick gypsum board or equivalent
material shall be extended to cover all
exposed rear surfaces of the cabinet.

(c) The metal hood required by para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section can be
omitted when an oven of equivalent
metal protection is installed between
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the cabinet and the range and all ex-
posed cabinet surfaces are protected as
described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

(d) When a manufactured home is de-
signed for the future installation of a
cooking range, the metal hood and cab-
inet protection required by paragraph
(a) of this section and the wall-sur-
facing protection behind the range re-
quired by §3280.203 shall be installed in
the factory.

(e) Vertical clearance above cooking
top. Ranges shall have a vertical clear-
ance above the cooking top of not less
than 24 inches to the bottom of com-
bustible cabinets.

§3280.205 Carpeting.

Carpeting shall not be used in a space
or compartment designed to contain
only a furnace and/or water heater.
Carpeting may be used in other areas
where a furnace or water heater is in-
stalled, provided that it is not located
under the furnace or water heater.

§3280.206 Firestopping.

(a) Firestopping of at least 1-inch
nominal lumber, %e-inch thick gypsum
board, or the equivalent, shall be pro-
vided to cut off concealed draft open-
ings between walls and partitions, in-
cluding furred spaces, and the roof or
floors, so as to retard vertical move-
ment of fire. In particular, such con-
cealed spaces must be constructed so
that floor-to-ceiling concealed spaces
on one floor do not communicate with
any concealed space on another floor,
any concealed spaces in the floor, or
any concealed space in the roof cavity.
A barrier must be installed to prevent
communication between adjacent con-
cealed spaces.

(1) Where the barrier is vertical, it
must be made of exterior or interior
covering(s) equivalent to that used on
the nearest exposed wall surface; and

(2) In all other cases, the barrier
must be made of 1-inch nominal lum-
ber, %se-inch thick gypsum board, or
the equivalent.

(b) A space does not lose its char-
acter as a concealed draft opening if it
is filled with insulation or other mate-
rial or if it is blocked by a barrier
other than as required by paragraph (a)
of this section.
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