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§ 3280.904(b)(3) and to provide for dura-
ble dependable safe mobility of the 
manufactured home. It shall be de-
signed to accept shock and vibration, 
both from the highway and the towing 
vehicle and effectively dampen these 
forces so as to protect the manufac-
tured home structure from damage and 
fatigue. Its components shall be de-
signed to facilitate routine mainte-
nance, inspection and replacement. 

(ii) Location of the running gear as-
sembly shall be determined by docu-
mented engineering analysis, taking 
into account the gross weight (includ-
ing all contents), total length of the 
manufactured home, the necessary cou-
pling hitch weight, span distance, and 
turning radius. The coupling weight 
shall be not less than 12 percent nor 
more than 25 percent of the gross 
weight. 

(5) Spring assemblies. Spring assem-
blies (springs, hangers, shackles, bush-
ings and mounting bolts) shall be capa-
ble of withstanding all the design loads 
as outlined in § 3280.904(b)(3) without 
exceeding maximum allowable stresses 
for design spring assembly life as rec-
ommended by the spring assembly 
manufacturer. The capacity of the 
spring system shall assure, that under 
maximum operating load conditions, 
sufficient clearance shall be main-
tained between the tire and manufac-
tured home frame or structure to per-
mit unimpeded wheel movement and 
for changing tires. 

(6) Axles. Axles, and their connecting 
hardware, shall be capable of with-
standing all of the design loads out-
lined in § 3280.904(b)(3) without exceed-
ing maximum allowable stresses for de-
sign axle life as recommended by the 
axle manufacturer. The number of 
axles required to provide a safe tow and 
good ride characteristics shall be de-
termined and documented by engineer-
ing analysis. Those alternatives listed 
in § 3280.903(c) may be accepted in place 
of such an analysis. 

(7) Hubs and bearings. Hubs and bear-
ings shall meet the requirements of 
§ 3280.904(b)(3) and good engineering 
practice. Both of these components 
shall be accessible for inspection, rou-
tine maintenance and replacement of 
parts. 

(8) Tires, wheels and rims. Tires, 
wheels and rims shall meet the require-
ments of § 3280.904(b)(3). Tires shall be 
selected for anticipated usage. 

(9) Brake assemblies. (i) The number, 
type, size and design of brake assem-
blies required to assist the towing vehi-
cle in providing effective control and 
stopping of the manufactured home 
shall be determined and documented by 
engineering analysis. Those alter-
natives listed in § 3280.903(c) may be ac-
cepted in place of such an analysis. 

(ii) Brakes on the towing vehicle and 
the manufactured home shall be capa-
ble of assuring that the maximum stop-
ping distance from an initial velocity 
of 20 miles per hour does not exceed 40 
feet (U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation Regulations). 

(10) Lights and associated wiring. High-
way safety electrical lights and associ-
ated wiring shall conform to applicable 
Federal requirements in terms of loca-
tion and performance. The manufac-
turer shall have the option of meeting 
this requirement by utilizing a tem-
porary light/wiring harness provided by 
the manufactured home transportation 
carrier. 
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SOURCE: 41 FR 19852, May 13, 1976, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 3282.1 Scope and purpose. 

(a) The National Manufactured Hous-
ing Construction and Safety Standards 
Act of 1974 (title VI of Pub. L. 93–383, 88 
Stat. 700, 42 U.S.C. 5401, et seq.) (herein-
after referred to as the Act), requires 
the Secretary of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to es-
tablish Federal manufactured home 
construction and safety standards and 
to issue regulations to carry out the 
purpose of the Act. The standards pro-
mulgated pursuant to the Act appear 
at part 3280 of chapter XX of this title, 
and apply to all manufactured homes 
manufactured for sale to purchasers in 
the United States on or after the effec-
tive date of the standards (June 15, 
1976). A manufactured home is manu-
factured on or after June 15, 1976, if it 
enters the first stage of production on 
or after that date. 

(b) The Secretary is also authorized 
by the Act to conduct inspections and 
investigations necessary to enforce the 
standards, to determine that a manu-
factured home fails to comply with an 
applicable standard or contains a de-
fect or an imminent safety hazard, and 
to direct the manufacturer to furnish 
notification thereof, and in some cases, 
to remedy the defect or imminent safe-
ty hazard. The purpose of this part is 
to prescribe procedures for the imple-
mentation of these responsibilities of 
the Secretary under the Act through 
the use of private and State inspection 
organizations and cooperation with 
State manufactured home agencies. It 
is the policy of the Department to in-
volve State agencies in the enforce-
ment of the Federal manufactured 

home standards to the maximum ex-
tent possible consistent with the capa-
bilities of such agencies and the public 
interest. The procedures for investiga-
tions and investigational proceedings 
are set forth in 24 CFR part 3800. 

[41 FR 19852, May 13, 1976, as amended at 61 
FR 10442, Mar. 13, 1996] 

§ 3282.6 Separability of provisions. 
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, 

section or other portion of part 3282 
shall, for any reason, be adjudged by 
any court of competent jurisdiction to 
be invalid, such judgment shall not af-
fect, impair, or invalidate the remain-
der thereof, but shall be confined by its 
operation to the clause, sentence, para-
graph, or part thereof directly involved 
in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. 

§ 3282.7 Definitions. 
The terms Department, HUD, and Sec-

retary are defined in 24 CFR part 5. 
(a) Act means the National Manufac-

tured Housing Construction and Safety 
Standards Act of 1974, title VI of the 
Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5401 et seq.) 

(b) Add-on means any structure (ex-
cept a structure designed or produced 
as an integral part of a manufactured 
home) which, when attached to the 
basic manufactured home unit, in-
creases the area, either living or stor-
age, of the manufactured home. 

(c) Alteration means the replacement, 
addition, and modification, or removal 
of any equipment or installation after 
sale by a manufacturer to a dealer or 
distributor but prior to sale by a dealer 
to a purchaser which may affect the 
construction, fire safety, occupancy, 
plumbing, heat-producing or electrical 
system. It includes any modification 
made in the manufactured home which 
may affect the compliance of the home 
with the standards, but it does not in-
clude the repair or replacement of a 
component or appliance requiring plug- 
in to an electrical receptacle where the 
replaced item is of the same configura-
tion and rating as the one being re-
placed. It also does not include the ad-
dition of an appliance requiring plug-in 
to an electrical receptacle, which ap-
pliance was not provided with the man-
ufactured home by the manufacturer, if 
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