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plans containing the alternative con-
struction, and authorizing the IPIA to 
permit use of the alternative construc-
tion, provided that the conditions set 
forth in the letter are met. The Sec-
retary shall also forward a copy of the 
letter to the SAAs in the State of man-
ufacture and the State(s) in which the 
homes are to be located, if known. 

(3) Alternative construction in addi-
tional models. In cases where the Sec-
retary grants a letter under this para-
graph that is not model-specific, the 
Secretary may permit the manufac-
turer to include the alternative con-
struction in additional models. In such 
cases, the DAPIA shall notify the De-
partment of additional models that in-
corporate the alternative construction. 

(d) Revocation. The Secretary may re-
voke or amend a letter issued under 
paragraph (c) of this section at any 
time. Such revocation or amendment 
will be prospective only. Where manu-
facturers have requested alternative 
construction for research, testing or 
development such alternative con-
struction may not achieve the antici-
pated results. Therefore, the Secretary 
may require a manufacturer to bring 
those homes into compliance with the 
standards if, after the alternative con-
struction has been in use for a period of 
time specified by the Secretary, these 
homes are not, in the Secretary’s judg-
ment, providing the levels of safety, 
quality and durability which would 
have been provided had the homes been 
built in compliance with the Stand-
ards. 

(e) Notice to prospective purchasers. 
Manufacturers receiving letters under 
paragraph (c) of this section shall pro-
vide notice to prospective purchasers 
that the home does not conform to the 
Standards. Such notice shall be deliv-
ered to each prospective purchase be-
fore he or she enters into an agreement 
to purchase the home. The notice shall 
be in the following form or in such 
other form as may be approved by the 
Secretary: 

NOTICE TO PURCHASERS 

The Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment has issued a letter to (Name of 
Manufacturer) concerning the homes in (lo-
cation if known). As designed, the homes do 
not meet Federal Manufactured Home Con-

struction and Safety Standards regarding 
(brief statement of manufacturer’s non-
conformance). 

HUD has evaluated the alternative con-
struction and believes that it provides an 
equivalent level of quality, durability and 
safety to that provided by the Standards. 

For further information about the specific 
Federal Standards involved, a copy of the 
letter issued pursuant to 24 CFR 3282.14(c) is 
available from this dealer or manufacturer 
upon request. 

(f) Serial numbers of homes constructed 
using alternative construction. Manufac-
turers shall provide the Department 
with the serial numbers assigned to 
each home produced in conformance 
with the letter issued under paragraph 
(c) of this section within 90 days of 
their date of manufacture. Each serial 
number shall include the letters ‘‘AC’’ 
to indicate that the homes was pro-
duced under alternative construction 
procedures. 

[49 FR 1967, Jan. 16, 1984] 

Subpart B—Formal Procedures 
§ 3282.51 Scope. 

This subpart contains rules of proce-
dure generally applicable to the trans-
action of official business under the 
National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act, in-
cluding the rules governing public 
availability of information. 

§ 3282.52 Address of communications. 
Unless otherwise specified, commu-

nications shall be addressed to the Di-
rector, Manufactured Housing Stand-
ards Division, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, 451 Seventh 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20410. 

§ 3282.53 Service of process on foreign 
manufacturers and importers. 

The designation of an agent required 
by section 612(e) of the Act, 42 U.S.C. 
5411(e), shall be in writing, dated, and 
signed by the manufacturer and the 
designated agent. 

[61 FR 10860, Mar. 15, 1996] 

§ 3282.54 Public information. 
(a) General. Subject to the provisions 

of 24 CFR part 15 covering the produc-
tion or disclosure of material or infor-
mation and the provisions of 24 CFR 
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part 16 at 40 FR 39729 relating to the 
Privacy Act, and except as otherwise 
provided by paragraphs (b), (c), (d), and 
(e) of this section, the Secretary may 
make available to the public: 

(1) Any information which may indi-
cate the existence of an imminent safe-
ty hazard, and 

(2) Any information which may indi-
cate the failure of a manufactured 
home to comply with applicable manu-
factured home construction and safety 
standards, and 

(3) Such other information as the 
Secretary determines is necessary to 
carry out the Secretary’s functions 
under the Act. 

(b) Protected information. Data and in-
formation submitted or otherwise pro-
vided to the Secretary or an agent of 
the Secretary or a PIA or SAA which 
fall within the definitions of a trade se-
cret or confidential commercial or fi-
nancial information are exempt from 
disclosure under this section, only if 
the party submitting or providing the 
information so requests under para-
graph (c) of this section. However, the 
Secretary may disclose such informa-
tion to any person requesting it after 
deletion of the portions which are ex-
empt, or in such combined or summary 
form as does not disclose the portions 
which are exempt from disclosure or in 
its entirety in accordance with section 
614 of the Act, U.S.C. 5413. 

(c) Obtaining exemption. Any party 
submitting any information to the Sec-
retary in any form under this part, or 
otherwise in relation to the program 
established by the Act shall, if the 
party desires the information to be ex-
empt from disclosure, at the time of 
submittal of the information or at any 
time thereafter, request that the infor-
mation or any part thereof be pro-
tected from disclosure. The request for 
nondisclosure shall include the basis 
for the request under the Act or other 
authority and complete justification 
supporting the claim that the material 
should be exempt from disclosure. The 
request should also include a state-
ment of the information in such com-
bined or summary form that alleged 
trade secrets or other protected infor-
mation and the identity of the submit-
ting party would not be disclosed. This 
request need not be made with respect 

to information which was submitted to 
the Secretary, an SAA or a PIA prior 
to the effective date of these regula-
tions. 

(d) Request for information from PIAs 
or SAAs. Whenever a PIA or SAA re-
ceives requests for disclosure of infor-
mation, it shall disclose the informa-
tion unless the party from which the 
information was originally obtained 
has submitted to the PIA or SAA a re-
quest that the information not be dis-
closed under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, except that the PIA or SAA shall 
be governed by the provisions of 24 
CFR part 16 (40 FR 39729) relating to 
the Privacy Act which may limit the 
disclosure of information. If a request 
for nondisclosure under paragraph (c) 
of this section has been received with 
respect to information whose disclo-
sure is requested, the PIA or SAA shall 
refer the matter to the Secretary with-
in 5 days of the request for disclosure. 
If a PIA or SAA receives a request for 
disclosure of information related to 
this program, which information was 
submitted to the PIA or SAA prior to 
the effective date of these regulations, 
the PIA or SAA shall refer the request 
for nondisclosure and required informa-
tion to the Secretary. 

[41 FR 19852, May 13, 1976, as amended at 61 
FR 10860, Mar. 15, 1996] 

Subpart C—Rules and Rulemaking 
Procedures 

§ 3282.101 Generally. 
Procedures that apply to the formu-

lation, issuance, amendment, and rev-
ocation of rules pursuant to the Act 
are governed by the Act, the Adminis-
trative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. 551 et 
seq., and part 10 of this title, except 
that the Secretary shall respond to a 
petition for rulemaking by an inter-
ested party within 180 days of receipt 
of the petition. 

[61 FR 10860, Mar. 15, 1996] 

§ 3282.111 Petitions for reconsider-
ation of final rules. 

(a) Definition. A petition for reconsid-
eration of a final rule issued by the 
Secretary is a request in writing from 
any interested person which must be 
received not later than 60 days after 
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