§5.363

premises. The lease shall permit entry
and inspection only if the project
owner has received a signed, written
complaint alleging (or the project
owner has reasonable grounds to be-
lieve) that the conduct or condition of
a pet in the dwelling unit constitutes,
under applicable State or local law, a
nuisance or a threat to the health or
safety of the occupants of the project
or other persons in the community
where the project is located.

(b) Emergencies. (1) If there is no
State or local authority (or designated
agent of such an authority) authorized
under applicable State or local law to
remove a pet that becomes vicious, dis-
plays symptoms of severe illness, or
demonstrates other behavior that con-
stitutes an immediate threat to the
health or safety of the tenancy as a
whole, the project owner may place a
provision in tenant leases permitting
the project owner to enter the premises
(if necessary), remove the pet, and take
such action with respect to the pet as
may be permissible under State and
local law, which may include placing it
in a facility that will provide care and
shelter for a period not to exceed 30
days.

(2) The lease shall permit the project
owner to enter the premises and re-
move the pet or take such other per-
missible action only if the project
owner requests the pet owner to re-
move the pet from the project imme-
diately, and the pet owner refuses to do
so, or if the project owner is unable to
contact the pet owner to make a re-
moval request. The lease may not con-
tain a provision relieving the project
owner from liability for wrongful re-
moval of a pet. The cost of the animal
care facility shall be paid as provided
in §5.363.

(3) The project owner may place a
provision in tenant leases permitting
the project owner to enter the prem-
ises, remove the pet, and place the pet
in a facility that will provide care and
shelter, in accordance with the provi-
sions of §5.363. The lease may not con-
tain a provision relieving the project
owner from liability for wrongful re-
moval of a pet.
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§5.363 Housing programs: Protection
of the pet.

(a) If the health or safety of a pet is
threatened by the death or incapacity
of the pet owner, or by other factors
that render the pet owner unable to
care for the pet, the project owner may
contact the responsible party or par-
ties listed in the pet registration re-
quired under §5.350(d)(1)(iii).

(b) If the responsible party or parties
are unwilling or unable to care for the
pet, or the project owner, despite rea-
sonable efforts, has been unable to con-
tact the responsible party or parties,
the project owner may contact the ap-
propriate State or local authority (or
designated agent of such an authority)
and request the removal of the pet.

(c) If there is no State or local au-
thority (or designated agent of such an
authority) authorized to remove a pet
under these circumstances and the
project owner has placed a provision in
the lease agreement (as described in
§5.360(c)(2)), the project owner may
enter the pet owner’s unit, remove the
pet, and place the pet in a facility that
will provide care and shelter until the
pet owner or a representative of the pet
owner is able to assume responsibility
for the pet, but not longer than 30 days.

(d) The cost of the animal care facil-
ity provided under this section shall be
borne by the pet owner. If the pet
owner (or the pet owner’s estate) is un-
able or unwilling to pay, the cost of the
animal care facility may be paid from
the pet deposit, if imposed under the
pet rules.

PET OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR
PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAMS

§5.380 Public housing programs: Pro-
cedure for development of pet
rules.

PHAs that choose to promulgate pet
rules shall consult with tenants of
projects for the elderly or persons with
disabilities administered by them with
respect to their promulgation and sub-
sequent amendment. PHAs shall de-
velop the specific procedures governing
tenant consultation, but these proce-
dures must be designed to give tenants
(or, if appropriate, tenant councils)
adequate opportunity to review and
comment upon the pet rules before



