§982.309

§982.309 Term of assisted tenancy.

(a) Initial term of lease. (1) Except as
provided in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, the initial lease term must be for
at least one year.

(2) The PHA may approve a shorter
initial lease term if the PHA deter-
mines that:

(i) Such shorter term would improve
housing opportunities for the tenant;
and

(ii) Such shorter term is the pre-
vailing local market practice.

(3) During the initial term of the
lease, the owner may not raise the rent
to owner.

(4) The PHA may execute the HAP
contract even if there is less than one
yvear remaining from the beginning of
the initial lease term to the end of the
last expiring funding increment under
the consolidated ACC.

(b) Term of HAP contract. (1) The term
of the HAP contract begins on the first
day of the lease term and ends on the
last day of the lease term.

(2) The HAP contract terminates if
any of the following occurs:

(i) The lease is terminated by the
owner or the tenant;

(ii) The PHA terminates the HAP
contract; or

(iii) The PHA terminates assistance
for the family.

(c) Family responsibility. (1) If the fam-
ily terminates the lease on notice to
the owner, the family must give the
PHA a copy of the notice of termi-
nation at the same time. Failure to do
this is a breach of family obligations
under the program.

(2) The family must notify the PHA
and the owner before the family moves
out of the unit. Failure to do this is a
breach of family obligations under the
program.
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§982.310 Owner termination of ten-
ancy.

(a) Grounds. During the term of the
lease, the owner may not terminate the
tenancy except on the following
grounds:

(1) Serious violation (including but
not limited to failure to pay rent or
other amounts due under the lease) or
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repeated violation of the terms and
conditions of the lease;

(2) Violation of federal, State, or
local law that imposes obligations on
the tenant in connection with the oc-
cupancy or use of the premises; or

(3) Other good cause.

(b) Nonpayment by PHA: Not grounds
for termination of tenancy. (1) The fam-
ily is not responsible for payment of
the portion of the rent to owner cov-
ered by the housing assistance pay-
ment under the HAP contract between
the owner and the PHA.

(2) The PHA failure to pay the hous-
ing assistance payment to the owner is
not a violation of the lease between the
tenant and the owner. During the term
of the lease the owner may not termi-
nate the tenancy of the family for non-
payment of the PHA housing assist-
ance payment.

(c) Criminal activity—(1) Evicting drug
criminals due to drug crime on or near the
premises. The lease must provide that
drug-related criminal activity engaged
in, on or near the premises by any ten-
ant, household member, or guest, or
such activity engaged in on the prem-
ises by any other person under the ten-
ant’s control, is grounds for the owner
to terminate tenancy. In addition, the
lease must provide that the owner may
evict a family when the owner deter-
mines that a household member is ille-
gally using a drug or when the owner
determines that a pattern of illegal use
of a drug interferes with the health,
safety, or right to peaceful enjoyment
of the premises by other residents.

(2) Evicting other criminals. (i) Threat
to other residents. The lease must pro-
vide that the owner may terminate
tenancy for any of the following types
of criminal activity by a covered per-
son:

(A) Any criminal activity that
threatens the health, safety, or right
to peaceful enjoyment of the premises
by other residents (including property

management staff residing on the
premises);
(B) Any criminal activity that

threatens the health, safety, or right
to peaceful enjoyment of their resi-
dences by persons residing in the im-
mediate vicinity of the premises; or

(C) Any violent criminal activity on
or near the premises by a tenant,
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