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§ 983.253 Leasing of contract units. 
(a) Owner selection of tenants. (1) Dur-

ing the term of the HAP contract, the 
owner must lease contract units only 
to eligible families selected and re-
ferred by the PHA from the PHA wait-
ing list. 

(2) The owner is responsible for 
adopting written tenant selection pro-
cedures that are consistent with the 
purpose of improving housing opportu-
nities for very low-income families and 
reasonably related to program eligi-
bility and an applicant’s ability to per-
form the lease obligations. 

(3) An owner must promptly notify in 
writing any rejected applicant of the 
grounds for any rejection. 

(b) Size of unit. The contract unit 
leased to each family must be appro-
priate for the size of the family under 
the PHA’s subsidy standards. 

§ 983.254 Vacancies. 
(a) Filling vacant units. (1) The owner 

must promptly notify the PHA of any 
vacancy or expected vacancy in a con-
tract unit. After receiving the owner 
notice, the PHA must make every rea-
sonable effort to refer promptly a suffi-
cient number of families for the owner 
to fill such vacancies. 

(2) The owner must lease vacant con-
tract units only to eligible families on 
the PHA waiting list referred by the 
PHA. 

(3) The PHA and the owner must 
make reasonable good faith efforts to 
minimize the likelihood and length of 
any vacancy. 

(b) Reducing number of contract units. 
If any contract units have been vacant 
for a period of 120 or more days since 
owner notice of vacancy (and notwith-
standing the reasonable good faith ef-
forts of the PHA to fill such vacancies), 
the PHA may give notice to the owner 
amending the HAP contract to reduce 
the number of contract units by sub-
tracting the number of contract units 
(by number of bedrooms) that have 
been vacant for such period. 

§ 983.255 Tenant screening. 
(a) PHA option. (1) The PHA has no 

responsibility or liability to the owner 
or any other person for the family’s be-
havior or suitability for tenancy. How-
ever, the PHA may opt to screen appli-

cants for family behavior or suitability 
for tenancy and may deny admission to 
an applicant based on such screening. 

(2) The PHA must conduct any such 
screening of applicants in accordance 
with policies stated in the PHA admin-
istrative plan. 

(b) Owner responsibility. (1) The owner 
is responsible for screening and selec-
tion of the family to occupy the own-
er’s unit. 

(2) The owner is responsible for 
screening of families on the basis of 
their tenancy histories. An owner may 
consider a family’s background with 
respect to such factors as: 

(i) Payment of rent and utility bills; 
(ii) Caring for a unit and premises; 
(iii) Respecting the rights of other 

residents to the peaceful enjoyment of 
their housing; 

(iv) Drug-related criminal activity or 
other criminal activity that is a threat 
to the health, safety, or property of 
others; and 

(v) Compliance with other essential 
conditions of tenancy; 

(c) Providing tenant information to 
owner. (1) The PHA must give the 
owner: 

(i) The family’s current and prior ad-
dress (as shown in the PHA records); 
and 

(ii) The name and address (if known 
to the PHA) of the landlord at the fam-
ily’s current and any prior address. 

(2) When a family wants to lease a 
dwelling unit, the PHA may offer the 
owner other information in the PHA 
possession about the family, including 
information about the tenancy history 
of family members or about drug traf-
ficking and criminal activity by family 
members. 

(3) The PHA must give the family a 
description of the PHA policy on pro-
viding information to owners. 

(4) The PHA policy must provide that 
the PHA will give the same types of in-
formation to all owners. 

§ 983.256 Lease. 
(a) Tenant’s legal capacity. The tenant 

must have legal capacity to enter a 
lease under state and local law. ‘‘Legal 
capacity’’ means that the tenant is 
bound by the terms of the lease and 
may enforce the terms of the lease 
against the owner. 
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