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Subpart A—Introduction

§15.1 What is the purpose of this part?

This part contains the procedures
that the Secretary follows to initiate
the probate of the trust estate of a de-
ceased individual Indian who owned
trust or restricted property. This part
tells you how to file the necessary doc-
uments to probate the trust estate.
This part also describes how probates
will be processed by BIA, and how pro-
bates will be sent to the OHA for dis-
position.

§15.2 What terms do I need to know?

Agency means the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) agency office, or any
other designated office in BIA, having
jurisdiction over trust or restricted
property and money. This term also
means any office of a tribe that has
contracted or compacted the BIA pro-
bate function under 25 U.S.C. 450f or
458cc.

ALJ means an administrative law
judge with the Office of Hearings and
Appeals (OHA) appointed pursuant to
the Administrative Procedure Act, 5
U.S.C. 3105.

Attorney decision maker means an at-
torney with OHA who conducts an in-
formal hearing and renders a decision
in any probate case that does not re-
quire a formal hearing and a decision
by an ALJ or Indian probate judge.



