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Land Titles and Records Office will re-
turn those title documents that are re-
quired to be returned to the origi-
nating office with appropriate record-
ing information.

(b) Probate records. In accordance
with 43 CFR part 4, subpart D, Admin-
istrative Law Judges shall forward the
original record of Indian probate deci-
sions and copies of petitions for rehear-
ing, reopening, and other appeals to
the Land Titles and Records Office
which provides service to the origi-
nating Agency. If trust land or Indian
heirs involved in the probate are lo-
cated within the jurisdictional area of
another Land Titles and Records Of-
fice, the Administrative Law Judge
shall also send a duplicate copy to that
office. Probate records submitted by an
Administrative Law Judge for record-
ing will be retained by the Land Titles
and Records Office.

§150.7 Curative action to correct title
defects.

Land Titles and Records Office shall
initiate such action as described below
to cure defects in the record discovered
during the recording of title documents
or examination of titles.

(a) If an error is traced to a defective
title document other than probate
records, the Land Titles and Records
Office shall notify the originating of-
fice of the defect.

(b) If errors are discovered in probate
records, the Land Titles and Records
Office may initiate corrective action as
follows:

(1) An administrative modification
shall be issued to modify probate
records to include any Indian land
omitted from the inventory if such
property is located in the same state
and takes the same line of descent as
that shown in the original probate de-
cision. Authority is delegated to the
Commissioner by 43 CFR 4.272 to make
such modifications except on those In-
dian reservations covered by special In-
heritance Acts (43 CFR 4.300). Copies of
administrative modifications shall be
distributed to the appropriate Adminis-
trative Law Judge, Agencies with juris-
diction over the Indian land, and to all
persons who share in the estate.

(2) Land Titles and Records Offices
shall notify the Superintendent when
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modifications are required by Adminis-
trative Law Judges for other types of
probate errors. Corrective action is
then initiated in accordance with 43
CFR part 4, subpart D.

(3) Land Titles and Records Offices
shall issue administrative corrections
to correct probate errors which are
clerical in nature and which do not af-
fect vested property rights or involve
questions of due process. Copies of ad-
ministrative corrections are distrib-
uted to the appropriate Administrative
Law Judge and Agency.

§150.8 Title status reports.

Land Titles and Records Offices may
conduct a title examination of a tract
of Indian land provide a title status re-
port upon request to those persons au-
thorized by law to receive such infor-
mation. Requests for title status re-
ports shall be submitted by or through
the Bureau office that has administra-
tive jurisdiction over the Indian land.
All requests must clearly identify the
tract of Indian land.

§150.9 Land status maps.

The Land Titles and Records Offices
shall prepare and maintain maps of all
reservations and similar entities with-
in their jurisdictions to assist Bureau
personnel in the execution of their title
service responsibilities. Base maps
shall be prepared from plats of official
survey made by the General Land Of-
fice and the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. These base maps, showing promi-
nent physical features and section,
township and range lines, shall be used
to prepare land status maps. The land
status maps shall reflect the individual
tracts, tract numbers, and current sta-
tus of the tract. Other special maps,
such as plats and townsite maps, may
also be prepared and maintained to
meet the needs of individual Land Ti-
tles and Records Offices, Agencies, and
Indian tribes.

§150.10 Certification of land records
and title documents.

Under the provisions of the Act of
July 26, 1892 (27 Stat. 273; 25 U.S.C. 6),
an official seal was created for the use
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
in authenticating and certifying copies
of Bureau records. Managers of Land
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Titles and Records Offices are des-
ignated as Certifying Officers for this
purpose. When a copy or reproduction
of a title document is authenticated by
the official seal and certified by a Man-
ager, Land Titles and Records Office,
the copy or reproduction shall be ad-
mitted into evidence the same as the
original from which it was made. The
fees for furnishing such certified copies
are established by a uniform fee sched-
ule applicable to all constituent units
of the Department of the Interior and
published in 43 CFR part 2, appendix A.

§150.11 Disclosure of land records,
title documents, and title reports.

(a) The usefulness of a Land Titles
and Records Office depends in large
measure on the ability of the public to
consult the records contained therein.
It is therefore, the policy of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs to allow access to
land records and title documents un-
less such access would violate the Pri-
vacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a or other law re-
stricting access to such records, or
there are strong policy grounds for de-
nying access where such access is not
required by the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, 5 U.S.C. 552. It shall be the
policy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
that, unless specifically authorized,
monetary considerations will not be
disclosed insofar as leases of tribal
land are concerned.

(b) Before disclosing information
concerning any living individual, the
Manager, Land Titles and Records Of-
fice, shall consult 5 U.S.C. 552a(b) and
the notice of routine users then in ef-
fect to determine whether the informa-
tion may be released without the writ-
ten consent of the person to whom it
pertains.
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§151.1 Purpose and scope.

These regulations set forth the au-
thorities, policy, and procedures gov-
erning the acquisition of land by the
United States in trust status for indi-
vidual Indians and tribes. Acquisition
of land by individual Indians and tribes
in fee simple status is not covered by
these regulations even though such
land may, by operation of law, be held
in restricted status following acquisi-
tion. Acquisition of land in trust status
by inheritance or escheat is not cov-
ered by these regulations. These regu-
lations do not cover the acquisition of
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