
456 

25 CFR Ch. I (4–1–06 Edition) § 162.253 

(3) The Indian landowners wish to in-
voke any remedies available to them 
under the lease; or 

(4) The tenant should be granted ad-
ditional time in which to cure the vio-
lation. 

(b) If we decide to grant a tenant ad-
ditional time in which to cure a viola-
tion, the tenant must proceed dili-
gently to complete the necessary cor-
rective actions within a reasonable or 
specified time period from the date on 
which the extension is granted. 

(c) If we decide to cancel the lease, 
we will send the tenant and its sureties 
a cancellation letter within five busi-
ness days of that decision. The can-
cellation letter must be sent to the 
tenant by certified mail, return receipt 
requested. We will also provide actual 
or constructive notice of a cancellation 
decision to the Indian landowners, as 
appropriate. The cancellation letter 
will: 

(1) Explain the grounds for cancella-
tion; 

(2) Notify the tenant of the amount 
of any unpaid rent, interest charges, or 
late payment penalties due under the 
lease; 

(3) Notify the tenant of its right to 
appeal under part 2 of this chapter, as 
modified by § 162.253 of this subpart, in-
cluding the amount of any appeal bond 
that must be posted with an appeal of 
the cancellation decision; and 

(4) Order the tenant to vacate the 
property within 30 days of the date of 
receipt of the cancellation letter, if an 
appeal is not filed by that time. 

§ 162.253 Will BIA’s regulations con-
cerning appeal bonds apply to can-
cellation decisions involving agri-
cultural leases? 

(a) The appeal bond provisions in § 2.5 
of part 2 of this chapter will not apply 
to appeals from lease cancellation deci-
sions made under § 162.252 of this sub-
part. Instead, when we decide to cancel 
an agricultural lease, we may require 
that the tenant post an appeal bond 
with an appeal of the cancellation deci-
sion. The requirement to post an ap-
peal bond will apply in addition to all 
of the other requirements in part 2 of 
this chapter. 

(b) An appeal bond should be set in 
an amount necessary to protect the In-

dian landowners against financial 
losses that will likely result from the 
delay caused by an appeal. Appeal bond 
requirements will not be separately ap-
pealable, but may be contested during 
the appeal of the lease cancellation de-
cision. 

§ 162.254 When will a cancellation of 
an agricultural lease be effective? 

A cancellation decision involving an 
agricultural lease will not be effective 
until 30 days after the tenant receives 
a cancellation letter from us. The can-
cellation decision will remain ineffec-
tive if the tenant files an appeal under 
§ 162.253 of this subpart and part 2 of 
this chapter, unless the decision is 
made immediately effective under part 
2. While a cancellation decision is inef-
fective, the tenant must continue to 
pay rent and comply with the other 
terms of the lease. If an appeal is not 
filed in accordance with § 162.253 of this 
subpart and part 2 of this chapter, the 
cancellation decision will be effective 
on the 31st day after the tenant re-
ceives the cancellation letter from us. 

§ 162.255 Can BIA take emergency ac-
tion if the leased premises are 
threatened with immediate and sig-
nificant harm? 

If a tenant or any other party causes 
or threatens to cause immediate and 
significant harm to the leased premises 
during the term of an agricultural 
lease, we will take appropriate emer-
gency action. Emergency action may 
include trespass proceedings under part 
166, subpart I, of this chapter, or judi-
cial action seeking immediate ces-
sation of the activity resulting in or 
threatening the harm. Reasonable ef-
forts will be made to notify the Indian 
landowners, either before or after the 
emergency action is taken. 

§ 162.256 What will BIA do if a tenant 
holds over after the expiration or 
cancellation of an agricultural 
lease? 

If a tenant remains in possession 
after the expiration or cancellation of 
an agricultural lease, we will treat the 
unauthorized use as a trespass. Unless 
we have reason to believe that the ten-
ant is engaged in negotiations with the 
Indian landowners to obtain a new 
lease, we will take action to recover 
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possession on behalf of the Indian land-
owners, and pursue any additional rem-
edies available under applicable law, 
including the assessment of civil pen-
alties and costs under part 166, subpart 
I, of this chapter. 

Subpart C—Residential Leases 
[Reserved] 

Subpart D—Business Leases 
[Reserved] 

Subpart E—Special Requirements 
for Certain Reservations 

§ 162.500 Crow Reservation. 
(a) Notwithstanding the regulations 

in other sections of this part 162, Crow 
Indians classified as competent under 
the Act of June 4, 1920 (41 Stat. 751), as 
amended, may lease their trust lands 
and the trust lands of their minor chil-
dren for farming or grazing purposes 
without the approval of the Secretary 
pursuant to the Act of May 26, 1926 (44 
Stat. 658), as amended by the Act of 
March 15, 1948 (62 Stat. 80). However, at 
their election Crow Indians classified 
as competent may authorize the Sec-
retary to lease, or assist in the leasing 
of such lands, and an appropriate no-
tice of such action shall be made a 
matter of record. When this preroga-
tive is exercised, the general regula-
tions contained in this part 162 shall be 
applicable. Approval of the Secretary 
is required on leases signed by Crow In-
dians not classified as competent or 
made on inherited or devised trust 
lands owned by more than five com-
petent devisees or heirs. 

(b) The Act of May 26, 1926 (44 Stat. 
658), as amended by the Act of March 
15, 1948 (62 Stat. 80), provides that no 
lease for farming or grazing purposes 
shall be made for a period longer than 
five years, except irrigable lands under 
the Big Horn Canal; which may be 
leased for periods of ten years. No such 
lease shall provide the lessee a pref-
erence right to future leases which, if 
exercised, would thereby extend the 
total period of encumbrance beyond 
the five or ten years authorized by law. 

(c) All leases entered into by Crow 
Indians classified as competent, under 
the above-cited special statutes, must 

be recorded at the Crow Agency. Such 
recording shall constitute notice to all 
persons. Under these special statutes, 
Crow Indians classified as competent 
are free to lease their property within 
certain limitations. The five-year (ten- 
year in the case of lands under the Big 
Horn Canal) limitation is intended to 
afford a protection to the Indians. The 
essence of this protection is the right 
to deal with the property free, clear, 
and unencumbered at intervals at least 
as frequent as those provided by law. If 
lessees are able to obtain new leases 
long before the termination of existing 
leases, they are in a position to set 
their own terms. In these cir-
cumstances lessees could perpetuate 
their leaseholds and the protection of 
the statutory limitations as to terms 
would be destroyed. Therefore, in im-
plementation of the foregoing interpre-
tation, any lease which, on its face, is 
in violation of statutory limitations or 
requirements, and any grazing lease ex-
ecuted more than 12 months, and any 
farming lease executed more than 18 
months, prior to the commencement of 
the term thereof or any lease which 
purports to cancel an existing lease 
with the same lessee as of a future date 
and take effect upon such cancellation 
will not be recorded. Under a Crow 
tribal program, approved by the De-
partment of the Interior, competent 
Crow Indians may, under certain cir-
cumstances, enter into agreements 
which require that, for a specified 
term, their leases be approved. Infor-
mation concerning whether a com-
petent Crow Indian has executed such 
an instrument is available at the office 
of the Superintendent of the Crow 
Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Crow 
Agency, Montana. Any lease entered 
into with a competent Crow Indian 
during the time such instrument is in 
effect and which is not in accordance 
with such instrument will be returned 
without recordation. 

(d) Where any of the following condi-
tions are found to exist, leases will be 
recorded but the lessee and lessor will 
be notified upon discovery of the condi-
tion: 

(1) The lease in single or counterpart 
form has not been executed by all own-
ers of the land described in the lease; 
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