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Subpart A—General Provisions

SOURCE: 56 FR 23391, May 21, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

§20.1001 Purpose.

(a) The regulations in this part estab-
lish standards for protection against
ionizing radiation resulting from ac-
tivities conducted under licenses issued
by the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion. These regulations are issued
under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended, and the Energy Reorga-
nization Act of 1974, as amended.

(b) It is the purpose of the regula-
tions in this part to control the re-
ceipt, possession, use, transfer, and dis-
posal of licensed material by any li-
censee in such a manner that the total
dose to an individual (including doses
resulting from licensed and unlicensed
radioactive material and from radi-
ation sources other than background
radiation) does not exceed the stand-
ards for protection against radiation
prescribed in the regulations in this
part. However, nothing in this part

§20.1003

shall be construed as limiting actions
that may be necessary to protect
health and safety.

§20.1002

The regulations in this part apply to
persons licensed by the Commission to
receive, possess, use, transfer, or dis-
pose of byproduct, source, or special
nuclear material or to operate a pro-
duction or utilization facility under
Parts 30 through 36, 39, 40, 50, 60, 61, 63,
70, or 72 of this chapter, and in accord-
ance with 10 CFR 76.60 to persons re-
quired to obtain a certificate of com-
pliance or an approved compliance plan
under part 76 of this chapter. The lim-
its in this part do not apply to doses
due to background radiation, to expo-
sure of patients to radiation for the
purpose of medical diagnosis or ther-
apy, to exposure from individuals ad-
ministered radioactive material and re-
leased under §35.75, or to exposure from
voluntary participation in medical re-
search programs.

Scope.

[67 FR 20370, Apr. 24, 2002; 67 FR 62872, Oct. 9,
2002, as amended at 67 FR 77652, Dec. 19, 2002]

§20.1003 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Absorbed dose means the energy im-
parted by ionizing radiation per unit
mass of irradiated material. The units
of absorbed dose are the rad and the
gray (Gy).

Act means the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), as amended.

Activity is the rate of disintegration
(transformation) or decay of radio-
active material. The units of activity
are the curie (Ci) and the becquerel
(Ba).

Adult means an individual 18 or more
years of age.

Airborne radioactive material means
radioactive material dispersed in the
air in the form of dusts, fumes, particu-
lates, mists, vapors, or gases.

Airborne radioactivity area means a
room, enclosure, or area in which air-
borne radioactive materials, composed
wholly or partly of licensed material,
exist in concentrations—

(1) In excess of the derived air con-
centrations (DACs) specified in appen-
dix B, to §§20.1001-20.2401, or
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