Nuclear Regulatory Commission

(c) An environmental assessment for
a proposed action regarding a mon-
itored retrievable storage installation
(MRS) will not address the need for the
MRS or any alternative to the design
criteria for an MRS set forth in section
141(b)(1) of the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act of 1982 (96 Stat. 2242, 42 U.S.C.
10161(b)(1)).

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 49
FR 34694, Aug. 31, 1984; 53 FR 31681, Aug. 19,
1988]

§51.31 Determinations based on envi-
ronmental assessment.

Upon completion of an environ-
mental assessment, the appropriate
NRC staff director will determine
whether to prepare an environmental
impact statement or a finding of no
significant impact on the proposed ac-
tion. As provided in §51.33, a deter-
mination to prepare a draft finding of
no significant impact may be made.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

§51.32 Finding of no significant im-
pact.

(a) A finding of no significant impact
will:

(1) Identify the proposed action;

(2) State that the Commission has de-
termined not to prepare an environ-
mental impact statement for the pro-
posed action;

(3) Briefly present the reasons why
the proposed action will not have a sig-
nificant effect on the quality of the
human environment;

(4) Include the environmental assess-
ment or a summary of the environ-
mental assessment. If the assessment
is included, the finding need not repeat
any of the discussion in the assessment
but may incorporate it by reference;

(5) Note any other related environ-
mental documents; and

(6) State that the finding and any re-
lated environmental documents are
available for public inspection and
where the documents may be inspected.

§51.33 Draft finding of no significant
impact; distribution.

(a) As provided in paragraph (b) of
this section, the appropriate NRC staff
director may make a determination to
prepare and issue a draft finding of no
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significant impact for public review
and comment before making a final de-
termination whether to prepare an en-
vironmental impact statement or a
final finding of no significant impact
on the proposed action.

(b) Circumstances in which a draft
finding of no significant impact may be
prepared will ordinarily include the
following:

(1) A finding of no significant impact
appears warranted for the proposed ac-
tion but the proposed action is (i)
closely similar to one which normally
requires the preparation of an environ-
mental impact statement, or (ii) with-
out precedent; and

(2) The appropriate NRC staff direc-
tor determines that preparation of a
draft finding of no significant impact
will further the purposes of NEPA.

(c) A draft finding of no significant
impact will (1) be marked “‘Draft”, (2)
contain the information specified in
§51.32, (3) be accompanied by or include
a request for comments on the pro-
posed action and on the draft finding
within thirty (30) days, or such longer
period as may be specified in the notice
of the draft finding, and (4) be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER as re-
quired by §§51.35 and 51.119.

(d) A draft finding will be distributed
as provided in §51.74(a). Additional cop-
ies will be made available in accord-
ance with §51.123.

(e) When a draft finding of no signifi-
cant impact is issued for a proposed ac-
tion, a final determination to prepare
an environmental impact statement or
a final finding of no significant impact
for that action shall not be made until
the last day of the public comment pe-
riod has expired.

8§51.34 Preparation of finding of no
significant impact.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, the finding of no sig-
nificant impact will be prepared by the
NRC staff director authorized to take
the action.

(b) When a hearing is held on the pro-
posed action under the regulations in
subpart G of part 2 of this chapter or
when the action can only be taken by
the Commissioners acting as a colle-
gial body, the appropriate NRC staff di-
rector will prepare a proposed finding



§51.35

of no significant impact which may be
subject to modification as a result of
review and decision as appropriate to
the nature and scope of the proceeding.
In such cases, the presiding officer, the
Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal
Board, or the Commission acting as a
collegial body, as appropriate, will
issue the final finding of no significant
impact.

§51.35 Requirement to publish finding
of no significant impact; limitation
on Commission action.

(a) Whenever the Commission makes
a draft or final finding of no significant
impact on a proposed action, the find-
ing will be published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER as provided in §51.119.

(b) Except as provided in §51.13, the
Commission shall not take the pro-
posed action until after the final find-
ing has been published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS AND INFORMA-
TION—REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO
APPLICANTS AND PETITIONERS FOR
RULEMAKING

GENERAL

§51.40 Consultation with NRC staff.

(a) A prospective applicant or peti-
tioner for rulemaking is encouraged to
confer with NRC staff as early as pos-
sible in its planning process before sub-
mitting environmental information or
filing an environmental report.

(b) Requests for guidance or informa-
tion on environmental matters may in-
clude inquiries relating to:

(1) Applicable NRC rules and regula-
tions;

(2) Format, content and procedures
for filing environmental reports and
other environmental information, in-
cluding the type and quantity of envi-
ronmental information likely to be
needed to address issues and concerns
identified in the scoping process de-
scribed in §51.29 in a manner appro-
priate to their relative significance;

(3) Availability of relevant environ-
mental studies and environmental in-
formation;

(4) Need for, appropriate level and
scope of any environmental studies or
information which the Commission
may require to be submitted in connec-
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tion with an application or petition for
rulemaking;

(5) Public meetings with NRC staff.

(c) Questions concerning environ-
mental matters should be addressed to
the following NRC staff offices as ap-
propriate:

(1) Utilization facilities: ATTN: Docu-
ment Control Desk, Director, Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation, U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, Wash-
ington, DC 20555-0001, telephone (301)
415-1270, e-mail RidsNrrOd@nrc.gov.

(2) Production facilities: ATTN: Docu-
ment Control Desk, Director, Office of
Nuclear Material Safety and Safe-
guards, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, Washington, DC 20555-0001,
telephone (301) 415-7800, e-mail
RidsNmssOd@nrc.gov.

(3) Materials licenses: ATTN: Docu-
ment Control Desk, Director, Office of
Nuclear Material Safety and Safe-
guards, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, Washington, DC 20555-0001,
telephone (301) 415-7800, e-mail
RidsNmssOd@nrc.gov.

(4) Rulemaking: ATTN: Chief, Rules
and Directives Branch, Office of Ad-
ministration, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555-
0001, telephone (800) 368-5642, e-mail
NRCREP@nrc.gov.

(5) General Environmental Matters: Ex-
ecutive Director for Operations, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555, Telephone: (301)
415-1700.

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 53
FR 13399, Apr. 25, 1988; 60 FR 24552, May 9,
1995; 68 FR 58810, Oct. 10, 2003]

§51.41 Requirement to submit envi-
ronmental information.

The Commission may require an ap-
plicant for a permit, license, or other
form of permission, or amendment to
or renewal of a permit, license or other
form of permission, or a petitioner for
rulemaking to submit such informa-
tion to the Commission as may be use-
ful in aiding the Commission in com-
plying with section 102(2) of NEPA. The
Commission will independently evalu-
ate and be responsible for the reli-
ability of any information which it
uses.



