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H. UNREVIEWED SAFETY QUESTIONS

1. The USQ process is an important tool to
evaluate whether changes affect the safety
basis. A contractor must use the USQ proc-
ess to ensure that the safety basis for a DOE
nuclear facility is not undermined by
changes in the facility, the work performed,
the associated hazards, or other factors that
support the adequacy of the safety basis.

2. The USQ process permits a contractor to
make physical and procedural changes to a
nuclear facility and to conduct tests and ex-
periments without prior approval, provided
these changes do not cause a USQ. The USQ
process provides a contractor with the flexi-
bility needed to conduct day-to-day oper-
ations by requiring only those changes and
tests with a potential to impact the safety
basis (and therefore the safety of the nuclear
facility) be approved by DOE. This allows
DOE to focus its review on those changes sig-
nificant to safety. The USQ process helps
keep the safety basis current by ensuring ap-
propriate review of and response to situa-
tions that might adversely affect the safety
basis.

3. DOE Guide 424.X, Implementation Guide
for Addressing Unreviewed Safety Question
(USQ) Requirements, provides DOE’s expec-
tations for a USQ process. The contractor
must obtain DOE approval of its procedure
used to implement the USQ process.

I. FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1. The DOE Management Official for a DOE
nuclear facility (that is, the Assistant Sec-
retary, the Assistant Administrator, or the
Office Director who is primarily responsible
for the management of the facility) has pri-
mary responsibility within DOE for ensuring
that the safety basis for the facility is ade-
quate and complies with the safety basis re-
quirements of Part 830. The DOE Manage-
ment Official is responsible for ensuring the
timely and proper (1) review of all safety
basis documents submitted to DOE and (2)
preparation of a safety evaluation report
concerning the safety basis for a facility.

2. DOE will maintain a public list on the
internet that provides the status of the safe-
ty basis for each hazard category 1, 2, or 3
DOE nuclear facility and, to the extent prac-
ticable, provides information on how to ob-
tain a copy of the safety basis and related
documents for a facility.
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§835.1 Scope.

(a) General. The rules in this part es-
tablish radiation protection standards,
limits, and program requirements for
protecting individuals from ionizing
radiation resulting from the conduct of
DOE activities.

(b) Exclusion. Except as discussed in
paragraph (c) of this section, the re-
quirements in this part do not apply
to:

(1) Activities that are regulated
through a license by the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission or a State under an
Agreement with the Nuclear Regu-
latory commission, including activities

§835.2

certified by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission under section 1701 of the
Atomic Energy Act;

(2) Activities conducted under the au-
thority of the Director, Naval Nuclear
Propulsion Program, as described in
Pub. L. 98-525;

(3) Activities conducted under the
Nuclear Explosives and Weapons Sur-
ety Program relating to the prevention
of accidental or unauthorized nuclear
detonations;

(4) Radioactive material transpor-
tation as defined in this part;

(6) DOE activities conducted outside
the United States on territory under
the jurisdiction of a foreign govern-
ment to the extent governed by occu-
pational radiation protection require-
ments agreed to between the United
States and the cognizant government;
or

(6) Background radiation, radiation
doses received as a patient for the pur-
poses of medical diagnosis or therapy,
or radiation doses received from par-
ticipation as a subject in medical re-
search programs.

(c) Occupational doses received as a
result of excluded activities and radio-
active material transportation, as list-
ed in paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(5) of
this section, shall be considered when
determining compliance with the occu-
pational dose limits at §§835.202 and
835.207, and with the limits for the em-
bryo/fetus at §835.206. Occupational
doses resulting from authorized emer-
gency exposures and planned special
exposures shall not be considered when
determining compliance with the dose
limits at §§835.202 and 835.207.

[68 FR 65485, Dec. 14, 1993, as amended at 63
FR 59679, Nov. 4, 1998]

§835.2 Definitions.

(a) As used in this part:

Accountable sealed radioactive source
means a sealed radioactive source hav-
ing a half-life equal to or greater than
30 days and an isotopic activity equal
to or greater than the corresponding
value provided in appendix E of this
part.

Airborne radioactive material or air-
borne radioactivity means radioactive
material dispersed in the air in the
form of dusts, fumes, particulates,
mists, vapors, or gases.
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