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may submit an individual IRP to West-
ern instead of being included in an 
MBA IRP. 

(3) Customers may submit IRPs as 
IRP cooperatives when previously ap-
proved by Western. IRP cooperatives 
may also submit small customer plans, 
minimum investment reports and EE/ 
RE reports on behalf of eligible IRP co-
operative members. 

(c) Alternatives to submitting individual 
IRPs. Customers with Western approval 
to submit small customer plans, min-
imum investment or EE/RE reports 
may substitute the applicable plan or 
report instead of an IRP. Each cus-
tomer that intends to seek approval for 
IRP cooperative, small customer, min-
imum investment report or EE/RE re-
port status must provide advance writ-
ten notification to Western. A new cus-
tomer must provide this notification to 
the Western Regional Manager of the 
Region in which the customer is lo-
cated within 30 days from the time it 
becomes a customer. Any customer 
may resubmit an IRP or notify West-
ern of its plan to change its compliance 
method at any time so long as there is 
no period of noncompliance. 

§ 905.13 When must IRPs be sub-
mitted? 

(a) Submitting the initial IRP. Except 
as provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, customers that have not pre-
viously had an IRP approved by West-
ern must submit the initial IRP to the 
appropriate Regional Manager no later 
than 1 year after May 1, 2000, or after 
becoming a customer, whichever is 
later. 

(b) Updates and amendments to IRPs. 
Customers must submit updated IRPs 
to the appropriate Regional Manager 
every 5 years after Western’s approval 
of the initial IRP. Customers that com-
plied with Western’s IRP regulations in 
effect before May 1, 2000 must maintain 
their submission and resubmission 
schedules previously in effect. Cus-
tomers may submit amendments and 
revisions to IRPs at any time. 

(c) IRP cooperatives. Customers with 
geographic, resource supply, and other 
similarities may join together and re-
quest, in writing, Western’s approval to 
become an IRP cooperative. Western 
will respond to IRP cooperative status 

requests within 30 days of receiving a 
request. If Western disapproves a re-
quest for IRP cooperative status, the 
requesting participants must maintain 
their currently applicable integrated 
resource or small customer plans, or 
submit the initial IRPs no later than 1 
year after the date of the disapproval 
letter. Western’s approval of IRP coop-
erative status will not be based on any 
potential participant’s contractual sta-
tus with Western. Each IRP coopera-
tive must submit an IRP for its partici-
pants within 18 months after Western 
approves IRP cooperative status. 

§ 905.14 Does Western require annual 
IRP progress reports? 

Yes, customers must submit IRP 
progress reports each year within 30 
days of the anniversary date of the ap-
proval of the currently applicable IRP. 
The reports must describe the cus-
tomer’s accomplishments achieved 
under the action plan, including pro-
jected goals and implementation sched-
ules, and energy and capacity benefits 
and renewable energy developments 
achieved as compared to those antici-
pated. Western prefers measured val-
ues, but will accept reasonable esti-
mates if measurement is infeasible or 
not cost-effective. Instead of a separate 
progress report, the customer may use 
any other annual report that the cus-
tomer submits to Western or another 
entity, at the customer’s discretion, if 
that report contains all required data 
for the previous full year and is sub-
mitted within 30 days of the approval 
anniversary date of the currently ap-
plicable IRP. With Western’s approval, 
customers may submit reports outside 
of the 30-day anniversary date window. 

§ 905.15 What are the requirements for 
the small customer plan alter-
native? 

(a) Requesting small customer status. 
Small customers may submit a request 
to prepare a small customer plan in-
stead of an IRP. Requests for small 
customer status from electric utilities 
must include data on total annual en-
ergy sales and usage for the 5 years 
prior to the request. Western will aver-
age this data to determine overall an-
nual energy sales and usage so that un-
controllable events, such as extreme 
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