§962.3

§962.3 Byproduct material.

(a) For purposes of this part, the
term byproduct material means any ra-
dioactive material (except special nu-
clear material) yielded in or made ra-
dioactive by exposure to the radiation
incident to the process of producing or
utilizing special nuclear material.

(b) For purposes of determining the
applicability of the Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et
seq.) to any radioactive waste sub-
stance owned or produced by the De-
partment of Energy pursuant to the ex-
ercise of its atomic energy research,
development, testing and production
responsibilities under the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.),
the words ‘‘any radioactive material,”
as used in paragraph (a) of this section,
refer only to the actual radionuclides
dispersed or suspended in the waste
substance. The nonradioactive haz-
ardous component of the waste sub-
stance will be subject to regulation
under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act.
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§963.1 Purpose.

(a) The purpose of this part is to es-
tablish DOE methods and criteria for
determining the suitability of the
Yucca Mountain site for the location of
a geologic repository. DOE will use
these methods and criteria in ana-
lyzing the data from the site character-
ization activities required under sec-
tion 113 of the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act.

(b) This part does not address other
information that must be considered
and submitted to the President, and
made available to the public, by the
Secretary under section 114 of the Nu-
clear Waste Policy Act if the Yucca
Mountain site is recommended for de-
velopment as a geologic repository.

§963.2 Definitions.

For purposes of this part:

Applicable radiation protection stand-
ard means (1) For the preclosure pe-
riod, the preclosure numerical radi-
ation dose limits in 10 CFR 63.111(a)
and (b) and 63.204; and

(2) For the postclosure period, the
postclosure numerical radiation dose
limits in 10 CFR 63.311 and 63.321 and
radionuclide concentration limits in 10
CFR 63.331.

Barrier means any material, struc-
ture or feature that prevents or sub-
stantially reduces the rate of move-
ment of water or radionuclides from
the Yucca Mountain repository to the
accessible environment, or prevents
the release or substantially reduces the
release rate of radionuclides from the
waste. For example, a barrier may be a
geologic feature, an engineered struc-
ture, a canister, a waste form with
physical and chemical characteristics
that significantly decrease the mobil-
ity of radionuclides, or a material
placed over and around the waste, pro-
vided that the material substantially
delays movement of water or radio-
nuclides.

Cladding is the metallic outer sheath
of a fuel rod element; it is generally
made of a corrosion resistant zir-
conium alloy or stainless steel, and is
intended to isolate the fuel from the
external environment.
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