§268.606

a representative for the complainant,
all official correspondence shall be
with the representative with copies to
the complainant. When the complain-
ant designates an attorney as rep-
resentative, service of all official cor-
respondence shall be made on the at-
torney and the complainant, but time
frames for receipt of material shall be
computed from the time of receipt by
the attorney. The complainant must
serve all official correspondence on the
designated representative of the Board.

(e) The complainant shall at all
times be responsible for proceeding
with the complaint whether or not he
or she has designated a representative.

(f) Witnesses who are Board employ-
ees shall be in a duty status when their
presence is authorized or required by
Commission or Board officials in con-
nection with a complaint.

§268.606 Joint processing and consoli-
dation of complaints.

Complaints of discrimination filed by
two or more complainants consisting of
substantially similar allegations of dis-
crimination or relating to the same
matter may be consolidated by the
Board or the Commission for joint
processing after appropriate notifica-
tion to the parties. Two or more com-
plaints of discrimination filed by the
same complainant shall be consoli-
dated by the Board for joint processing
after appropriate notification to the
complainant. When a complaint has
been consolidated with one or more
earlier filed complaints, the Board
shall complete its investigation within
the earlier of 180 days after the filing of
the last complaint or 360 days after the
filing of the original complaint, except
that the complainant may request a
hearing from an administrative judge
on the consolidated complaints any
time after 180 days from the date of the
first filed complaint. Administrative
judges or the Commission may, in their
discretion, consolidate two or more
complaints of discrimination filed by
the same complainant.

§268.607 Delegation of authority.

The Board of Governors may delegate
authority under this part, to one or
more designees.
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Subpart H—Prohibition Against
Discrimination in Board Pro-
grams and Activities Because
of Physical or Mental Dis-
ability

§268.701 Purpose and application.

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this sub-
part H is to prohibit discrimination on
the basis of a disability in programs or
activities conducted by the Board.

(b) Application. (1) This subpart H ap-
plies to all programs and activities
conducted by the Board. Such pro-
grams and activities include:

(i) Holding open meetings of the
Board or other meetings or public hear-
ings at the Board’s office in Wash-
ington, DC;

(ii) Responding to inquiries, filing
complaints, or applying for employ-
ment at the Board’s office;

(iii) Making available the Board’s li-
brary facilities; and

(iv) Any other lawful interaction
with the Board or its staff in any offi-
cial matter with people who are not
employees of the Board.

(2) This subpart H does not apply to
Federal Reserve Banks or to financial
institutions or other companies super-
vised or regulated by the Board.

§268.702 Definitions.

For purposes of this subpart, the fol-
lowing definitions apply:

(a) Auxiliary aids means services or
devices that enable persons with im-
paired sensory, manual, or speaking
skills to have an equal opportunity to
participate in, and enjoy the benefits
of, programs or activities conducted by
the Board. For example, auxiliary aids
useful for persons with impaired vision
include readers, Brailled materials,
audio recordings, telecommunications
devices and other similar services and
devices. Auxiliary aids useful for per-
sons with impaired hearing include
telephone handset amplifiers, tele-
phones compatible with hearing aids,
telecommunication devices for deaf
persons (TDD’s), interpreters,
notetakers, written materials, and
other similar services and devices.
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(b) Complete complaint means a writ-
ten statement that contains the com-
plainant’s name and address and de-
scribes the Board’s alleged discrimina-
tory action in sufficient detail to in-
form the Board of the nature and date
of the alleged violation. It shall be
signed by the complainant or by some-
one authorized to do so on his or her
behalf. Complaints filed on behalf of
classes or third parties shall describe
or identify (by name, if possible) the
alleged victims of discrimination.

(¢) Facility means all or any portion
of buildings, structures, equipment,
roads, walks, parking lots, rolling
stock or other conveyances, or other
real or personal property.

(d) Person with a disability means any
person who has a physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits
one or more major life activities, has a
record of such an impairment, or is re-
garded as having such an impairment.
As used in this definition, the phrase:

(1) Physical or mental impairment
includes—

(i) Any physiological disorder or con-
dition, cosmetic disfigurement, or ana-
tomical loss affecting one of more of
the following body systems: Neuro-
logical; musculoskeletal; special sense

organs; respiratory, including speech
organs; cardiovascular; reproductive;
digestive; genitourinary; hemic and

lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; or

(ii) Any mental or psychological dis-
order, such as mental retardation, or-
ganic brain syndrome, emotional or
mental illness, and specific learning
disabilities. The term physical or men-
tal impairment includes, but is not
limited to, such diseases and condi-
tions as orthopedic, visual, speech, and
hearing impairments, cerebral palsy,
epilepsy, muscular dystrophy, multiple
sclerosis, cancer, heart disease, diabe-
tes, mental retardation, emotional ill-
ness, and drug addiction and alco-
holism.

(2) Major life activities includes func-
tions such as caring for one’s self, per-
forming manual tasks, walking, seeing,
hearing, speaking, breathing, learning,
and working.

(3) Has a record of such an impair-
ment means has a history of, or has
been misclassified as having, a mental
or physical impairment that substan-
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tially limits one or more major life ac-
tivities.

(4) Is regarded as having an impair-
ment means—

(i) Has a physical or mental impair-
ment that does not substantially limit
major life activities but is treated by
the Board as constituting such a limi-
tation;

(ii) Has a physical or mental impair-
ment that substantially limits major
life activities only as a result of the at-
titudes of others toward such impair-
ment; or

(iii) Has none of the impairments de-
fined in paragraph (d)(1) of this section
but is treated by Board as having such
an impairment.

(e) Qualified person with a disability
means—

(1) With respect to any Board pro-
gram or activity under which a person
is required to perform services or to
achieve a level of accomplishment, a
person with a disability who meets the
essential eligibility requirements and
who can achieve the purpose of the pro-
gram or activity without modifications
in the program or activity that the
Board can demonstrate would result in
a fundamental alteration in its nature;
or

(2) With respect to any other pro-
gram or activity, a person with a dis-
ability who meets the essential eligi-
bility requirements for participation
in, or receipt of benefits from, that pro-
gram or activity.

(3) Qualified individual with a dis-
ability is defined for purposes of em-
ployment in §268.203 of this part, which
is made applicable to this subpart by
§268.705.

§268.703 Notice.

The Board shall make available to
employees, applicants for employment,
participants, beneficiaries, and other
interested persons information regard-
ing the provisions of this subpart and
its applicability to the programs and
activities conducted by the Board, and
make this information available to
them in such manner as the Board
finds necessary to apprise such persons
of the protections against discrimina-
tion assured them by this subpart.
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