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the federal credit union and are reason-
able given the size and financial condi-
tion of the federal credit union. The 
board of directors, if it chooses, may 
establish a budget for charitable con-
tributions and/or donations and au-
thorize appropriate officials of the fed-
eral credit union to select recipients 
and disburse budgeted funds among 
those recipients. 

[64 FR 19443, Apr. 21, 1999] 

§ 701.26 Credit union service con-
tracts. 

A Federal credit union may act as a 
representative of and enter into a con-
tractual agreement with one or more 
credit unions or other organizations for 
the purpose of sharing, utilizing, rent-
ing, leasing, purchasing, selling, and/or 
joint ownership of fixed assets or en-
gaging in activities and/or services 
which relate to the daily operations of 
credit unions. Agreements must be in 
writing, and shall advise all parties 
subject to the agreement that the 
goods and services provided shall be 
subject to examination by the NCUA 
Board to the extent permitted by law. 

[47 FR 30462, July 14, 1982, as amended at 63 
FR 10756, Mar. 5, 1998] 

§§ 701.27–701.30 [Reserved] 

§ 701.31 Nondiscrimination require-
ments. 

(a) Definitions. As used in this part, 
the term: 

(1) Application carries the meaning of 
that term as defined in 12 CFR 202.2(f) 
(Regulation B), which is as follows: 

An oral or written request for an extension 
of credit that is made in accordance with 
procedures established by a creditor for the 
type of credit requested; 

(2) Dwelling carries the meaning of 
that term as defined in 42 U.S.C. 3602(b) 
(Fair Housing Act), which is as follows: 
‘‘Any building, structure, or portion 
thereof which is occupied as, or de-
signed or intended for occupancy as, a 
residence by one or more families, and 
any vacant land which is offered for 
sale or lease for the construction or lo-
cation thereon of any building, struc-
ture, or portion thereof’’; and 

(3) Real estate-related loan means any 
loan for which application is made to 

finance or refinance the purchase, con-
struction, improvement, repair, or 
maintenance of a dwelling. 

(b) Nondiscrimination in Lending. (1) A 
Federal credit union may not deny a 
real estate-related loan, nor may it dis-
criminate in setting or exercising its 
rights pursuant to the terms or condi-
tions of such a loan, nor may it dis-
courage an application for such a loan, 
on the basis of the race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, handicap, or fa-
milial status (having children under 
the age of 18) of: 

(i) Any applicant or joint applicant; 
(ii) Any person associated, in connec-

tion with a real estate-related loan ap-
plication, with an applicant or joint 
applicant; 

(iii) The present or prospective own-
ers, lessees, tenants, or occupants of 
the dwelling for which a real estate-re-
lated loan is requested; 

(iv) The present or prospective own-
ers, lessees, tenants, or occupants of 
other dwellings in the vicinity of the 
dwelling for which a real estate-related 
loan is requested. 

(2) With regard to a real estate-re-
lated loan, a Federal credit union may 
not consider a lending criterion or ex-
ercise a lending policy which has the 
effect of discriminating on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, handicap, or familial status (hav-
ing children under the age of 18). 
Guidelines concerning possible excep-
tions to this provision appear in para-
graph (e)(1) of this section. 

(3) Consideration of any of the fol-
lowing factors in connection with a 
real estate-related loan is not nec-
essary to a Federal credit union’s busi-
ness, generally has a discriminatory ef-
fect, and is therefore prohibited: 

(i) The age or location of the dwell-
ing; 

(ii) Zip code of the applicant’s cur-
rent residence; 

(iii) Previous home ownership; 
(iv) The age or location of dwellings 

in the neighborhood of the dwelling; 
(v) The income level of residents in 

the neighborhood of the dwelling. 
Guidelines concerning possible excep-
tions to this provision appear in para-
graph (e)(2) of this section. 

(c) Nondiscrimination in appraisals. (1) 
A Federal credit union may not rely 
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