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(c) Personal Preference Kit (PPK). A 
container, approximately 12.82 centi-
meters × 20.51 centimeters × 5.13 centi-
meters (5′′×8′′×2′′) in size, separately as-
signed to each individual accom-
panying a Space Shuttle flight for car-
rying personal mementos during the 
flight. 

§ 1214.602 Policy. 
(a) Premise. Mementos are welcome 

aboard Space Shuttle flights. However, 
they are flown as a courtesy—not as an 
entitlement. The Associate Adminis-
trator for Space Flight is free to make 
exceptions to this accommodation 
without explanation. Moreover, me-
mentos are ballast not payload. They 
can be reduced or eliminated (by the 
Deputy Director, Space Shuttle Pro-
gram, Johnson Space Center) for 
weight, volume, or other technical rea-
sons without reference to higher au-
thority. 

(b) Constraints. Mementos to be car-
ried on Space Shuttle flights must be 
approved by the Associate Adminis-
trator for Space Flight and are stowed 
only in an OFK or a PPK. Mementos 
will not be carried within payload con-
tainers, including Get-Away Specials, 
or in any other container or locker 
aboard the Space Shuttle, other than 
within the designated OFK or PPK. 

(c) Economic Gain. Items carried in an 
OFK or a PPK will not be sold, trans-
ferred for sale, used or transferred for 
personal gain, or used or transferred 
for any commercial or fund-raising 
purpose. Items such as philatelic mate-
rials and coins that, by their nature, 
lend themselves to exploitation by the 
recipients, or create problems with re-
spect to good taste; or that are large, 
bulky, or heavy items (in the context 
of the OFK’s size, as indicated in 
§ 1214.601(b) of this part) will not be ap-
proved for flight. 

§ 1214.603 Official Flight Kit (OFK). 
(a) Purpose. The OFK on a particular 

flight enables NASA, developers of 
NASA sponsored payloads, NASA’s ex-
ternal payload customers, other Fed-
eral agencies, researchers, aerospace 
contractors, and counterpart institu-
tions of friendly foreign countries to 
utilize mementos as awards and com-
mendations or preserve them in muse-

ums or archives. The courtesy is also 
extended to other organizations out-
side the aerospace community, such as 
state and local governments, the aca-
demic community, and independent 
business entities. In the latter case, it 
is customary to fly only one item for 
the requesting organization to be used 
for display purposes. 

(b) Limitations. In addition to 
§ 1214.602(c) of this part, U.S. national 
flags will not be flown as mementos ex-
cept by U.S. Government sponsors. 

(c) Approval of Contents. At least 60 
days prior to the launch of a Space 
Shuttle flight, an authorized represent-
ative of each organization desiring me-
mentos to be carried on the flight in 
the OFK must submit a letter or re-
quest describing the item(s) to be flown 
and the intended purpose or distribu-
tion. Letters should be directed to the 
cognizant NASA office as follows: 

(1) Space Shuttle customers/users of 
any nature, to the Director of Trans-
portation Services, Code MC, NASA 
Headquarters, Washington, DC 20546. 

(2) Foreign organizations/individuals, 
and Department of Defense organiza-
tions/individuals (both other than as a 
Space Shuttle customer) and other 
Federal agencies to the Associate Ad-
ministrator of External Relations, 
Code X, NASA Headquarters, Wash-
ington, DC 20546. Upon receipt of all re-
quests, the cognizant offices will re-
view and forward data to the Associate 
Director, Code AC, Johnson Space Cen-
ter, Houston, TX 77058. 

(3) All others (aerospace companies, 
state and local governments, the aca-
demic community, and non-space-re-
lated businesses) may send requests di-
rectly to the Associate Director, Code 
AC, Johnson Space Center, Houston, 
TX 77058. In the event OFK requests, on 
a particular flight, exceed OFK capa-
bility, priority consideration may be 
given to those entities having payloads 
on that flight. The listing of the pro-
posed OFK contents for each flight is 
prepared at the Johnson Space Center 
and forwarded to the Associate Admin-
istrator for Space Flight approxi-
mately 30 days prior to launch for ap-
proval. 
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