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new and useful improvement thereof, 
or any variety of plant, which is or 
may be patentable under the patent 
laws of the United States or any for-
eign country. 

(j) Qualified User means any person 
that has legally acquired computer 
software and has the right to use it for 
a legal purpose. 

(k) Verified means passing rigorous 
testing to ascertain whether the 
functionality claimed in the innova-
tion’s documentation is realized. 

§ 1240.103 Criteria. 
(a) Only those contributions to NASA 

which have been: 
(1) Used in a NASA program or adopt-

ed or sponsored or supported by NASA, 
and 

(2) Found to have significant value in 
the conduct of aeronautical and space 
activities, will be recommended for 
award under this subpart. 

(b) In determining the amount, 
terms, and conditions of any award, 
the following criteria will be consid-
ered: 

(1) The value of the contribution to 
the United States; 

(2) The aggregate amount of any 
sums which have been expended by the 
applicant for the development of such 
contribution; 

(3) The amount of any compensation 
(other than salary received for services 
rendered as an officer or employee of 
the Government) previously received 
by the applicant for or on account of 
the use of such contributions by the 
United States; and 

(4) Such other factors as the Admin-
istrator shall determine to be material. 

§ 1240.104 Applications for awards. 
(a) Eligibility. Applications for award 

may be submitted by any person in-
cluding any individual, partnership, 
corporation, association, institution, 
or other entity. 

(b) Information required. Applications 
for award should be addressed to the 
Inventions and Contributions Board 
(herein referred to as the Board), Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, Washington, DC 20546–0001, and 
will contain: 

(1) The name and address of the ap-
plicant, the person’s relationship to 

the contributor if the contribution is 
made by one other than the applicant, 
and the names and addresses of any 
others having information as to the 
value or usage of the contribution; 

(2) A complete written description of 
the contribution, in the English lan-
guage, using electronic media, accom-
panied by drawings, sketches, dia-
grams, or photographs illustrating the 
nature of the contribution and the 
technical and scientific principles upon 
which it is based, any available test or 
performance data or observations of 
pertinent scientific phenomena, and 
the aeronautics or space application of 
the contribution; 

(3) The date and manner of any pre-
vious submittal of the contribution to 
any other United States Government 
agency, and the name of such agency; 

(4) The aggregate amount of any 
sums which have been expended by the 
applicant for the development of the 
contribution; 

(5) The nature and extent of any 
known use of the contribution by the 
United States and by any agency of the 
United States Government; 

(6) The amount of any compensation 
(other than salary received for services 
rendered as an officer or employee of 
the Government) previously received 
by the applicant for or on account of 
the use of such contribution by the 
United States; 

(7) Identification of any United 
States and foreign patents applied for 
or issued relating to the contribution; 
and 

(8) An agreement to surrender all 
claims which such applicant may have 
for the use of such contribution by the 
Government. 

(c) General. (1) Each contribution will 
be made the subject of a separate appli-
cation in order that each contribution 
may be evaluated individually. 

(2) Material constituting a possible 
hazard to safety or requiring unusual 
storage facilities should not be sub-
mitted, and will not be accepted. Mod-
els or intricate exhibits demonstrating 
the contribution will not be accepted 
unless specifically requested by the 
Board. In those few cases where such 
models or exhibits have been submitted 
pursuant to a request made by the 
Board, the same will be returned to the 
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