Federal Aviation Administration, DOT

Subpart L—Records and Reports

§125.401 Crewmember record.

(a) Each certificate holder shall—

(1) Maintain current records of each
crewmember that show whether or not
that crewmember complies with this
chapter (e.g., proficiency checks, air-
plane qualifications, any required
physical examinations, and flight time
records); and

(2) Record each action taken con-
cerning the release from employment
or physical or professional disqualifica-
tion of any flight crewmember and
keep the record for at least 6 months
thereafter.

(b) Each certificate holder shall
maintain the records required by para-
graph (a) of this section at its principal
operations base, or at another location
used by it and approved by the Admin-
istrator.

(c) Computer record systems ap-
proved by the Administrator may be
used in complying with the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section.

§125.403 Flight release form.

(a) The flight release may be in any
form but must contain at least the fol-
lowing information concerning each
flight:

(1) Company or organization name.

(2) Make, model, and registration
number of the airplane being used.

(3) Date of flight.

(4) Name and duty assignment of
each crewmember.

(5) Departure airport, destination air-
ports, alternate airports, and route.

(6) Minimum fuel supply (in gallons
or pounds).

(7) A statement of the type of oper-
ation (e.g., IFR, VFR).

(b) The airplane flight release must
contain, or have attached to it, weath-
er reports, available weather forecasts,
or a combination thereof.

§125.405 Disposition of load manifest,
flight release, and flight plans.

(a) The pilot in command of an air-
plane shall carry in the airplane to its
destination the original or a signed
copy of the—

(1) Load
§125.383;

(2) Flight release;

manifest required by

§125.407

(3) Airworthiness release; and

(4) Flight plan, including route.

(b) If a flight originates at the prin-
cipal operations base of the certificate
holder, it shall retain at that base a
signed copy of each document listed in
paragraph (a) of this section.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, if a flight originates
at a place other than the principal op-
erations base of the certificate holder,
the pilot in command (or another per-
son not aboard the airplane who is au-
thorized by the operator) shall, before
or immediately after departure of the
flight, mail signed copies of the docu-
ments listed in paragraph (a) of this
section to the principal operations
base.

(d) If a flight originates at a place
other than the principal operations
base of the certificate holder and there
is at that place a person to manage the
flight departure for the operator who
does not depart on the airplane, signed
copies of the documents listed in para-
graph (a) of this section may be re-
tained at that place for not more than
30 days before being sent to the prin-
cipal operations base of the certificate
holder. However, the documents for a
particular flight need not be further re-
tained at that place or be sent to the
principal operations base, if the origi-
nals or other copies of them have been
previously returned to the principal op-
erations base.

(e) The certificate holder shall:

(1) ldentify in its operations manual
the person having custody of the copies
of documents retained in accordance
with paragraph (d) of this section; and

(2) Retain at its principal operations
base either the original or a copy of the
records required by this section for at
least 30 days.

§125.407 Maintenance log: Airplanes.

(a) Each person who takes corrective
action or defers action concerning a re-
ported or observed failure or malfunc-
tion of an airframe, aircraft engine,
propeller, or appliance shall record the
action taken in the airplane mainte-
nance log in accordance with part 43 of
this chapter.

(b) Each certificate holder shall es-
tablish a procedure for keeping copies
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§125.409

of the airplane maintenance log re-
quired by this section in the airplane
for access by appropriate personnel and
shall include that procedure in the
manual required by §125.249.

§125.409 Reports of defects or unair-
worthy conditions.

(a) Each certificate holder shall re-
port the occurrence or detection of
each failure, malfunction, or defect, in
a form and manner prescribed by the
Administrator.

(b) The report must be made within
72 hours to the FAA Flight Standards
district office in whose area the certifi-
cate holder has its principal operations
base. The procedures to be used in com-
plying with this section must be made
a part of the manual procedures re-
quired by §125.73(f).

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE 1: By Amdt. 125-35,
65 FR 56203, Sept. 15, 2000, §125.409 was re-
vised, effective Jan. 16, 2001. At 65 FR 80743,
Dec. 22, 2000, the effective date was delayed
until July 16, 2001. At 66 FR 21626, Apr. 30,
2001, the effective date was delayed until
Jan. 16, 2002. At 66 FR 58912, Nov. 23, 2001, the
effective date was delayed until Jan. 16, 2003.
At 67 FR 78970, Dec. 27, 2002, the effective
date was delayed until Jan. 16, 2004. At 68 FR
75116, Dec. 30, 2003, the effective date was de-
layed until Jan. 30, 2006. At 70 FR 76979, Dec.
29, 2005, this amendment was withdrawn, ef-
fective Jan. 30, 2006. For the convenience of
the user, the revised text is set forth as fol-
lows:

§125.409 Service difficulty reports (oper-
ational).

(a) Each certificate holder shall report the
occurrence or detection of each failure, mal-
function, or defect concerning—

(1) Any fire and, when monitored by a re-
lated fire-warning system, whether the fire-
warning system functioned properly;

(2) Any false warning of fire or smoke;

(3) An engine exhaust system that causes
damage to the engine, adjacent structure,
equipment, or components;

(4) An aircraft component that causes the
accumulation or circulation of smoke, vapor,
or toxic or noxious fumes;

(5) Any engine flameout or shutdown dur-
ing flight or ground operations;

(6) A propeller feathering system or ability
of the system to control overspeed;

(7) A fuel or fuel-dumping system that af-
fects fuel flow or causes hazardous leakage;

(8) A landing gear extension or retraction,
or the opening or closing of landing gear
doors during flight;

(9) Any brake system component that re-
sults in any detectable loss of brake actu-
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ating force when the aircraft is in motion on
the ground;

(10) Any aircraft component or system that
results in a rejected takeoff after initiation
of the takeoff roll or the taking of emer-
gency actions, as defined by the Aircraft
Flight Manual or Pilot’s Operating Hand-
book;

(11) Any emergency evacuation system or
component including any exit door, pas-
senger emergency evacuation lighting sys-
tem, or evacuation equipment found to be
defective or that fails to perform the in-
tended function during an actual emergency
or during training, testing, maintenance,
demonstrations, or inadvertent deployments;
and

(12) Autothrottle, autoflight, or flight con-
trol systems or components of these sys-
tems.

(b) For the purposes of this section, ‘‘dur-
ing flight”” means the period from the mo-
ment the aircraft leaves the surface of the
earth on takeoff until it touches down on
landing.

(c) In addition to the reports required by
paragraph (a) of this section, each certificate
holder shall report any other failure, mal-
function, or defect in an aircraft, system,
component, or powerplant that occurs or is
detected at any time if that failure, malfunc-
tion, or defect has endangered or may endan-
ger the safe operation of an aircraft.

(d) Each certificate holder shall submit
each report required by this section, cov-
ering each 24-hour period beginning at 0900
local time of each day and ending at 0900
local time on the next day, to a centralized
collection point as specified by the Adminis-
trator. Each report of occurrences during a
24-hour period shall be submitted to the FAA
within the next 96 hours. However, a report
due on Saturday or Sunday may be sub-
mitted on the following Monday, and a re-
port due on a holiday may be submitted on
the next workday. For aircraft operating in
areas where mail is not collected, reports
may be submitted within 24 hours after the
aircraft returns to a point where the mail is
collected. Each certificate holder also shall
make the report data available for 30 days
for examination by the certificate-holding
district office in a form and manner accept-
able to the Administrator.

(e) The certificate holder shall submit the
reports required by this section on a form or
in another format acceptable to the Admin-
istrator. The reports shall include the fol-
lowing information:

(1) The manufacturer, model, and serial
number of the aircraft, engine, or propeller;

(2) The registration number of the aircraft;

(3) The operator designator;

(4) The date on which the failure, malfunc-
tion, or defect was discovered;
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