§1273.52

(b) The grantee’s obligation to return
any funds due as a result of later re-
funds, corrections, or other trans-
actions;

(c) Records retention as required in
§1273.42;

(d) Property management require-
ments in §§1273.31 and 1273.32; and

(e) Audit requirements in §1273.26.

§1273.52 Collection of amounts due.

(a) Any funds paid to a grantee in ex-
cess of the amount to which the grant-
ee is finally determined to be entitled
under the terms of the award con-
stitute a debt to the Federal Govern-
ment. If not paid within a reasonable
period after demand, the Federal agen-
cy may reduce the debt by:

(1) Making an administrative offset
against other requests for reimburse-
ment,

(2) Withholding advance payments
otherwise due to the grantee, or

(3) Other action permitted by law.

(b) Except where otherwise provided
by statutes or regulations, the Federal
agency will charge interest on an over-
due debt in accordance with the Fed-
eral Claims Collection Standards (4
CFR ch. II). The date from which inter-
est is computed is not extended by liti-
gation or the filing of any form of ap-
peal.
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Subpart 1274.1—General

§1274.101 Purpose.

The following policy guidelines es-
tablish uniform requirements for

of research mis-

§1274.102

NASA cooperative agreements awarded
to commercial firms.

§1274.102 Scope.

(a) The business relationship between
NASA and the recipient of a coopera-
tive agreement differs from the rela-
tionship that exists between NASA and
the recipient of a grant. Under the aus-
pices of a grant, there is very little in-
volvement and interaction between
NASA and the grantee (other than a
few administrative, funding, and re-
porting requirements, or in some cases
matching of funds). Under a coopera-
tive agreement, because of its substan-
tial involvement, NASA assumes a
higher degree of responsibility for the
technical performance outcomes and
associated financial costs of research
activities. In some cooperative agree-
ment projects, NASA may be required
to indemnify the recipient (to the ex-
tent authorized by Congress). While the
principal purpose of NASA’s involve-
ment and commitment of resources is
to stimulate or support research activ-
ity, a major incentive for involvement
by commercial firms (particularly
where costs are shared) is the profit po-
tential from marketable products ex-
pected to result from the cooperative
agreement project.

(b) Cooperative agreements (in areas
or research relevant to NASA’s mis-
sion) are ordinarily entered into with
commercial firms to—

(1) Support research and develop-
ment;

(2) Provide technology transfer from
the Government to the recipient; or

(3) Develop a capability among U.S.
firms to potentially enhance U.S. com-
petitiveness.

(c) Projects that normally result in a
cooperative agreement award to a com-
mercial entity are projects that:

(1) Are not intended for the direct
benefit of NASA;

(2) Are expected to benefit the gen-
eral public;

(3) Require substantial cost sharing;
and

(4) Have commercial applications and
profit generating potential.

(d) The principal purpose of coopera-
tive agreements is to stimulate re-
search to benefit the general public
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