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§ 323.5 Time for filing notices. 
(a) Except as specified by paragraph 

(b) of this section, a notice required by 
§ 323.3 shall be filed at least: 

(1) 90 days before the intended termi-
nation, suspension, or reduction, if it is 
filed by a certificated carrier or by an 
uncertificated carrier receiving com-
pensation under 49 U.S.C. 41731-41742 for 
service to the place; 

(2) 30 days before the intended termi-
nation, suspension, or reduction, if it is 
filed by an uncertificated carrier not 
receiving compensation under section 
419 of the Act for service to the place. 

(b) The notice required by §323.3(a)(3) 
shall be filed at least 30 days, and the 
notice required by § 323.3(a)(1) shall be 
filed at least 60 days, before the in-
tended termination or suspension. 

[Docket No. 82, 50 FR 2430, Jan. 16, 1985, as 
amended by Doc. No. OST-96-1269, 61 FR 
19165, 19166, May 1, 1996] 

§ 323.6 General requirements for no-
tices. 

(a) Each notice filed under this part 
shall, unless otherwise specified, con-
form to the procedural rules of general 
applicability in subpart A of part 302 of 
this chapter. 

(b) Each notice filed under this part 
shall be titled to indicate the place(s) 
involved, and to indicate whether it is 
a 30-, 60-, or 90-day notice and whether 
it involves a termination, a suspension, 
or a reduction of air transportation. 

[Docket No. 82, 50 FR 2430, Jan. 16, 1985, as 
amended by Doc. No. OST-96-1269, 61 FR 
19166, May 1, 1996] 

§ 323.7 Service of notices. 
(a) A copy of each notice required by 

§ 323.3 shall be served upon: 
(1) The chief executive of the prin-

cipal city or other unit of local govern-
ment at the affected place. The prin-
cipal city is the one named, or pre-
viously named, in the section 41102 cer-
tificate by virtue of which the place 
qualifies as an eligible place. For 
places in Alaska or Hawaii that are 
designated as eligible places without 
having been listed on a section 41102 
certificate, the principal city is the 
most populous municipality at the 
place. 

(2) [Reserved] 

(3) The State agency with jurisdic-
tion over transportation by air in the 
State containing any community re-
quired to be served under paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section. If there is no such 
State agency, the notice shall be sent 
to the governor of that State. 

(4) The manager of, or other indi-
vidual with direct supervision over and 
responsibility for, the airport at any 
community required to be served under 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section. 

(5) The Postmaster General (marked 
for the attention of the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, Transportation), if the 
carrier filing the notice is authorized 
to transport United States mail to or 
from any community required to be 
served under paragraph (a)(1) of this 
section. 

(6) Each air carrier providing sched-
uled service to a non-hub or FAA-des-
ignated small hub that is directly af-
fected by the notice. 

(7) The DOT Regional Office for the 
region in which the affected point is lo-
cated. 

(8) Any other person designated by 
DOT. 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Local communities, State agen-

cies, and airport managers shall be 
served personally or by registered or 
certificated mail. All other persons 
may be served by ordinary mail. 

[Docket No. 82, 50 FR 2430, Jan. 16, 1985, as 
amended by Doc. No. OST-96-1269, 61 FR 
19166, May 1, 1996] 

§ 323.8 Exemptions. 
Carriers are exempted from para-

graphs (a)(1), (a)(3), and (a)(5) of § 323.3 
to the extent that those provisions re-
quire them to file a notice when termi-
nating or suspending the domestic leg 
of an international flight (fill-up serv-
ice). 

[Doc. No. OST-96-1269, 61 FR 19166, May 1, 
1996] 

§ 323.9 Objections to notices. 
(a) Any person may file an objection 

requesting DOT to prohibit any termi-
nation, suspension, or reduction of air 
transportation to an eligible place that 
is the subject of a notice filed under 
this part. 

(b) Objections shall contain: 
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(1) Identification of the objector, in-
cluding address and telephone number. 

(2) A statement of DOT action re-
quested. 

(3) The schedules, routes, carriers, 
and aircraft types for all air transpor-
tation to the affected place other than 
that proposed to be terminated, sus-
pended, or reduced. 

(4) A suggested reasonable level of es-
sential air service to the affected place. 

(5) [Reserved] 
(6) A justification of the suggested 

level of essential air service. 
(7) Proof of service on the carrier fil-

ing the notice objected to, on all air-
port managers and State and local gov-
ernments on whom the notice was 
filed, and any other person designated 
by DOT. The proof of service shall in-
clude the names of all carriers served 
and the names and addresses of all 
other persons served. 

(c) Objectors are strongly urged to 
include in their objections facts to sup-
port the suggested level of essential air 
service (e.g., traffic and enplanement 
data, other market studies, facts de-
scriptive of the place’s isolation or de-
pendence on air transportation). 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 3024–0030) 

[Docket No. 82, 50 FR 2430, Jan. 16, 1985, as 
amended by Doc. No. OST-96-1269, 61 FR 
19165, 19166, May 1, 1996] 

§ 323.10 Time for filing objections. 
(a) Objections shall be filed not later 

than: 
(1) 12 days from the date of filing of 

a 30-day notice; 
(2) 15 days from the date of filing of 

a 60-day notice; or 
(3) 20 days from the date of filing of 

a 90-day notice. 
(b) The Department may accept late- 

filed objections, upon motion, for good 
cause shown. 

(c) Whenever a notice has been filed 
earlier than required under § 323.5, the 
Department may extend the time for 
filing an objection to that notice. 

§ 323.11 Answers to objections. 
(a) Any person may file an answer to 

an objection filed under this part. 
(b) An answer must be filed not later 

than 7 business days after the filing of 
the objection to which it responds. 

Late-filed answers may be allowed, and 
extensions of filing time granted, by 
the Department for the same reasons 
as for objections. 

(c) An answer may contain the same 
type of facts and discussion permitted 
for objections under this part, and 
must contain: 

(1) Proof of service on the objector, 
on all persons on whom the objection 
was required to be served, and on any 
other person designated by the Depart-
ment. The proof of service shall include 
the names and addresses of all persons 
served. 

(2) Identification of the answering 
party, including address and telephone 
number. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 3024–0030) 

§ 323.12 General requirements for ob-
jections and answers. 

(a) Each objection and answer filed 
under this part shall, unless otherwise 
specified, conform to the procedural 
rules of general applicability in sub-
part A of part 302 of this chapter. 

(b) Each objection shall be titled 
‘‘Objection to Termination, Suspen-
sion, or Reduction of Air Service,’’ and 
shall identify the notice to which it re-
sponds. Each answer shall be titled 
‘‘Answer to Objection to Termination, 
Suspension, or Reduction of Air Serv-
ice,’’ and shall identify the objection to 
which it responds. 

§ 323.13 DOT actions. 

(a) If an objection has been filed 
under this part, DOT will dispose of the 
objection by order. 

(b) If no objection has been filed 
within the time allowed by § 323.10(a), 
DOT may: 

(1) By order prohibit a termination, 
suspension, or reduction that reason-
ably appears to deprive any eligible 
place of essential air transportation; 

(2) Issue a notice or a final order that 
it will take no action on a notice filed 
under § 323.3; or 

(3) Take no action. 

[Docket No. 82, 50 FR 2430, Jan. 16, 1985, as 
amended by Doc. No. OST-96-1269, 61 FR 
19166, May 1, 1996] 
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