
242 

16 CFR Ch. I (1–1–06 Edition) Pt. 304 

PART 304—RULES AND REGULA-
TIONS UNDER THE HOBBY PRO-
TECTION ACT 

Sec. 
304.1 Terms defined. 
304.2 General requirement. 
304.3 Applicability. 
304.4 Application of other law or regulation. 
304.5 Marking requirements for imitation 

political items. 
304.6 Marking requirements for imitation 

numismatic items. 

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 2101 et seq. 

SOURCE: 40 FR 5496, Feb. 6, 1975, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 304.1 Terms defined. 
(a) Act means the Hobby Protection 

Act (approved November 29, 1973; Pub. 
L. 93–167, 87 Stat. 686, (15 U.S.C. 2101 et 
seq.)). 

(b) Commerce has the same meanings 
as such term has under the Federal 
Trade Commission Act. 

(c) Commission means the Federal 
Trade Commission. 

(d) Imitation numismatic item means an 
item which purports to be, but in fact 
is not, an original numismatic item or 
which is a reproduction, copy, or coun-
terfeit of an original numismatic item. 
Such term includes an original numis-
matic item which has been altered or 
modified in such a manner that it 
could reasonably purport to be an 
original numismatic item other than 
the one which was altered or modified. 
The term shall not include any re-issue 
or re-strike of any original numismatic 
item by the United States or any for-
eign government. 

(e) Imitation political item means an 
item which purports to be, but in fact 
is not, an original political item, or 
which is a reproduction, copy or coun-
terfeit of an original item. 

(f) Original numismatic item means 
anything which has been a part of a 
coinage or issue which has been used in 
exchange or has been used to com-
memorate a person, object, place, or 
event. Such term includes coins, to-
kens, paper money, and commemora-
tive medals. 

(g) Original political item means any 
political button, poster, literature, 
sticker, or any advertisement produced 
for use in any political cause. 

(h) Person means any individual, 
group, association, partnership, or any 
other business entity. 

(i) Regulations means any or all regu-
lations prescribed by the Federal Trade 
Commission pursuant to the Act. 

(j) United States means the States, 
the District of Columbia, and the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(k) Diameter of a reproduction means 
the length of the longest possible 
straight line connecting two points on 
the perimeter of the reproduction. 

[40 FR 5496, Feb. 6, 1975, as amended at 53 FR 
38942, Oct. 4, 1988] 

§ 304.2 General requirement. 

Imitation political or numismatic 
items subject to the Act shall be 
marked in conformity with the require-
ments of the Act and the regulations 
promulgated thereunder. Any violation 
of these regulations shall constitute a 
violation of the Act and of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act. 

§ 304.3 Applicability. 

Any person engaged in the manufac-
turing, or importation into the United 
States for introduction into or dis-
tribution in commerce, of imitation 
political or imitation numismatic 
items shall be subject to the require-
ments of the Act and the regulations 
promulgated thereunder. 

§ 304.4 Application of other law or reg-
ulation. 

The provisions of these regulations 
are in addition to, and not in substi-
tution for or limitation of, the provi-
sions of any other law or regulation of 
the United States (including the exist-
ing statutes and regulations prohib-
iting the reproduction of genuine cur-
rency) or of the law or regulation of 
any State. 

§ 304.5 Marking requirements for imi-
tation political items. 

(a) An imitation political item which 
is manufactured in the United States, 
or imported into the United States for 
introduction into or distribution in 
commerce, shall be plainly and perma-
nently marked with the calendar year 
in which such item was manufactured. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 06:52 Feb 17, 2006 Jkt 208051 PO 00000 Frm 00252 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208051.XXX 208051



243 

Federal Trade Commission Pt. 305 

(b) The calendar year shall be 
marked upon the item legibly, con-
spicuously and nondeceptively, and in 
accordance with the further require-
ments of these regulations. 

(1) The calendar year shall appear in 
arabic numerals, shall be based upon 
the Gregorian calendar and shall con-
sist of four digits. 

(2) The calendar year shall be marked 
on either the obverse or the reverse 
surface of the item. It shall not be 
marked on the edge of the item. 

(3) An imitation political item of 
incusable material shall be incused 
with the calendar year in sans-serif nu-
merals. Each numeral shall have a 
vertical dimension of not less than two 
millimeters (2.0 mm) and a minimum 
depth of three-tenths of one millimeter 
(0.3 mm) or one-half (1⁄2) the thickness 
of the reproduction, whichever is the 
lesser. The minimum total horizontal 
dimension for the four numerals com-
posing the calendar year shall be six 
millimeters (6.0 mm). 

(4) An imitation political button, 
poster, literature, sticker, or advertise-
ment composed of nonincusable mate-
rial shall be imprinted with the cal-
endar year in sans-serif numerals. Each 
numeral shall have a vertical dimen-
sion of not less than two millimeters 
(2.0 mm). The minimum total hori-
zontal dimension of the four numerals 
composing the calendar year shall be 
six millimeters (6.0 mm). 

§ 304.6 Marking requirements for imi-
tation numismatic items. 

(a) An imitation numismatic item 
which is manufactured in the United 
States, or imported into the United 
States for introduction into or dis-
tribution in commerce, shall be plainly 
and permanently marked ‘‘COPY’’. 

(b) The word ‘‘COPY’’ shall be 
marked upon the item legibly, con-
spicuously, and nondeceptively, and in 
accordance with the further require-
ments of these regulations. 

(1) The word ‘‘COPY’’ shall appear in 
capital letters, in the English lan-
guage. 

(2) The word ‘‘COPY’’ shall be 
marked on either the obverse or the re-
verse surface of the item. It shall not 
be marked on the edge of the item. 

(3) An imitation numismatic item of 
incusable material shall be incused 
with the word ‘‘COPY’’ in sans-serif 
letters having a vertical dimension of 
not less than two millimeters (2.0 mm) 
or not less than one-sixth of the diame-
ter of the reproduction, and a min-
imum depth of three-tenths of one mil-
limeter (0.3 mm) or to one-half (1⁄2) the 
thickness of the reproduction, which-
ever is the lesser. The minimum total 
horizontal dimension of the word 
‘‘COPY’’ shall be six millimeters (6.0 
mm) or not less than one-half of the di-
ameter of the reproduction. 

(4) An imitation numismatic item 
composed of nonincusable material 
shall be imprinted with the word 
‘‘COPY’’ in sans-serif letters having a 
vertical dimension of not less than two 
millimeters (2.0 mm) or not less than 
one-sixth of the diameter of the repro-
duction. The minimum total horizontal 
dimension of the word ‘‘COPY’’ shall be 
six millimeters (6.0 mm) or not less 
than one-half of the diameter of the re-
production. 

[40 FR 5496, Feb. 6, 1975, as amended at 53 FR 
38942, Oct. 4, 1988] 

PART 305—RULE CONCERNING 
DISCLOSURES REGARDING EN-
ERGY CONSUMPTION AND 
WATER USE OF CERTAIN HOME 
APPLIANCES AND OTHER PROD-
UCTS REQUIRED UNDER THE EN-
ERGY POLICY AND CONSERVA-
TION ACT (‘‘APPLIANCE LABEL-
ING RULE’’) 
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