§4.12

interest is not involved; and the estab-
lished legal standards for determining
whether justification exists for the dis-
closure of confidential information and
material.

(6) Invitations to testify before Con-
gressional committees or subcommit-
tees or to testify before other govern-
ment bodies on the possible effects of
legislative and regulatory proposals
are not subject to paragraphs (e)(1)
through (5b) of this section.

(f) Requests by current or former em-
ployees to use nonpublic memoranda as
writing samples shall be addressed to
the General Counsel. The General
Counsel or the General Counsel’s des-
ignee is delegated the authority to dis-
pose of such requests consistent with
applicable nondisclosure provisions, in-
cluding sections 6(f) and 21 of the FTC
Act.

(g) Employees are encouraged to en-
gage in teaching, lecturing, and writ-
ing that is not prohibited by law, Exec-
utive order, or regulation. However, an
employee shall not use information ob-
tained as a result of his Government
employment, except to the extent that
such information has been made avail-
able to the general public or will be
made available on request, or when the
General Counsel or the General Coun-
sel’s designee gives written authoriza-
tion for the use of nonpublic informa-
tion on the basis that the use is in the
public interest.

(h) The General Counsel (or General
Counsel’s designee) may authorize a
Commission member, other Commis-
sion official, or Commission staff to
disclose an item or category of infor-
mation from Commission records not
currently available to the public for
routine inspection and copying under
Rule 4.9(b) where the General Counsel
(or General Counsel’s designee) deter-
mines that such disclosure would fa-
cilitate the conduct of official agency
business and would not otherwise be
prohibited by applicable law, order, or
regulation. Requests for such deter-
minations shall be set forth in writing
and, in the case of staff requests, shall
be forwarded to the General Counsel
(or General Counsel’s designee)
through the relevant Bureau. In un-
usual or difficult cases, the General
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Counsel may refer the request to the
Commission for determination.

(i) The Director of the Bureau of
Competition is authorized, without
power of redelegation, to respond to ac-
cess requests for records and other ma-
terials pursuant to an agreement under
the International Antitrust Enforce-
ment Assistance Act, 15 U.S.C. 6201 et
seq. Before responding to such a re-
quest, the Bureau Director shall trans-
mit the proposed response to the Sec-
retary and the Secretary shall notify
the Commission of the proposed re-
sponse. If no Commissioner objects
within three days following the Com-
mission’s receipt of such notification,
the Secretary shall inform the Bureau
Director that he or she may proceed.

(15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.)

[40 FR 7629, Feb. 21, 1975, as amended at 42
FR 13820, Mar. 14, 1977; 43 FR 5802, Feb. 10,
1978; 46 FR 26292, May 12, 1981; 48 FR 4280,
Jan. 31, 1983; 49 FR 20279, May 14, 1984; 49 FR
21048, May 18, 1984; 50 FR 53306, Dec. 31, 1985;
55 FR 29839, July 23, 1990; 57 FR 10807, Mar.
31, 1992; 58 FR 15764, Mar. 24, 1993; 60 FR 37750,
July 21, 1995; 63 FR 32978, June 17, 1998; 63 FR
45647, Aug. 26, 1998; 64 FR 3013, Jan. 20, 1999;
64 FR 32180, June 16, 1999; 64 FR 35256, June
30, 1999; 656 FR 67259, Nov. 9, 2000; 66 FR 64144,
Dec. 12, 2001]

§4.12 Disposition of documents sub-
mitted to the Commission.

(a) Material submitted to the Commis-
sion. (1) Any person who has submitted
material to the Commission may ob-
tain, on request, the return of material
submitted to the Commission which
has not been received into evidence:

(i) After the close of the proceeding
in connection with which the material
was submitted; or

(ii) When no proceeding in which the
material may be used has been com-
menced within a reasonable time after
completion of the examination and
analysis of all such material and other
information assembled in the course of
the investigation.

(2) Such request shall be in writing,
addressed to the custodian designated
pursuant to §2.16 or the Secretary of
the Commission in all other cir-
cumstances, and shall reasonably de-
scribe the material requested. A re-
quest for return of material may be
filed at any time, but material will not
be returned nor will commitments to
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return material be undertaken prior to
the time described in this paragraph.

(b) Commission-made copies of docu-
ments submitted to the Commission. The
Commission will not return to the sub-
mitter copies of documents made by
the Commission unless, upon a showing
of extraordinary circumstances, the
Commission determines that return
would be required in the public inter-
est.

(c) Disposition of material not returned.
Subsequent to the time prescribed in
paragraph (a) of this section, the staff
will examine all submitted material
and Commission-made copies of docu-
ments located in a reasonable search of
the Commission’s files and will deter-
mine, consistent with the Federal
Records Act, 44 U.S.C. 3301, which ma-
terials are appropriate for preservation
as evidence of the organization, func-
tions, policies, decisions, procedures,
operations, or other activities of the
Commission or because of the informa-
tion value of data in them. The Com-
mission will dispose of all material de-
termined not to be appropriate for
preservation in accordance with appli-
cable regulations of the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration.

[46 FR 26292, May 12, 1981, as amended at 60
FR 37751, July 21, 1995]

§4.13 Privacy Act rules.

(a) Purpose and scope. (1) This section
is promulgated to implement the Pri-
vacy Act of 1974 (Pub. L. 93-579, 5
U.S.C. 552a) by establishing procedures
whereby an individual can, as to all
systems of records maintained by the
Commission except those set forth in
§4.13(m) as exempt from disclosure, (i)
Request notification of whether the
Commission maintains a record per-
taining to him in any system of rec-
ords, (ii) request access to such a rec-
ord or to an accounting of its disclo-
sure, (iii) request that the record be
amended or corrected, and (iv) appeal
an initial adverse determination of any
such request. This section also estab-
lishes those systems of records that are
specifically exempt from disclosure and
from other requirements.

(2) The procedures of this section
apply only to requests by an individual
as defined in §4.13(b). Except as other-
wise provided, they govern only records
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containing personal information in sys-
tems of records for which notice has
been published by the Commission in
the FEDERAL REGISTER pursuant to sec-
tion b5b2a(e)(4) of the Privacy Act of
1974 and which are neither exempt from
the provisions of this section nor con-
tained in government-wide systems of
personnel records for which notice has
been published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement. Requests for notification, ac-
cess, and amendment of personnel
records which are contained in a sys-
tem of records for which notice has
been given by the Office of Personnel
Management are governed by the Of-
fice of Personnel Management’s no-
tices, 5 CFR part 297. Access to records
which are not subject to the require-
ments of the Privacy Act are governed
by §§4.8 through 4.11.

(b) Definitions. The following defini-
tions apply to this section only:

(1) Individual means a natural person
who is a citizen of the United States or
an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence.

(2) Record means any item, collec-
tion, or grouping of personal informa-
tion about an individual that is main-
tained by the Commission, including,
but not limited to, his education, fi-
nancial transactions, medical history,
and criminal or employment history
and that contains his name, or the
identifying number, symbol, or other
identifying particular assigned to the
individual, such as a finger or voice
print or a photograph, but does not in-
clude information concerning propri-
etorships, businesses, or corporations.

(3) System of records means a group of
any records under the control of the
Commission from which information is
retrieved by the name of the individual
or by some identifying number, sym-
bol, or other identifying particular as-
signed to the individual, for which no-
tice has been published by the Commis-
sion in the FEDERAL REGISTER pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 552a(e)(4).

(c) Procedures for requests pertaining to
individual records in a record system. An
individual may request access to his or
her records or any information per-
taining to that individual in a system
of records, and notification of whether
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