Proclamations Proc. 7886

an increase of nearly 5 million people since 2002. In the aftermath of the
Indian Ocean tsunami, the world witnessed the compassion of our Nation
as millions of our citizens donated generously to help the many people af-
fected by the disaster. By participating in public service programs such as
the Peace Corps, Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and grassroots efforts such as
Citizen Corps, our citizens are helping others. My Administration also sup-
ports faith-based and community groups whose volunteers bring hope and
healing to those in need.

During National Volunteer Week, we thank those who volunteer to serve
a cause greater than self, and I commend the more than 200,000 Americans
who have earned the Volunteer Service Award from my Council on Service
and Civic Participation. I urge all those who wish to get involved to visit
the USA Freedom Corps website at www.usafreedomcorps.gov. By giving
back to our communities, we can change America for the better one heart
and one soul at a time.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 17 through April 23,
2005, as National Volunteer Week. I call upon all Americans to recognize
and celebrate the important work that volunteers do every day across our
country. I also encourage citizens to explore ways to help their neighbors
and become involved in their communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7886 of April 14, 2005
Small Business Week, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s economy is the most prosperous in the world, and the small
business sector is one of its great strengths. During Small Business Week,
we honor small business owners and workers, and we reaffirm our commit-
ment to keeping America the best place in the world to do business.

Our economy is strong and growing stronger. More Americans are working
today than ever before. The unemployment rate is lower than the average
rate of the 1970’s, 1980’s, and 1990’s. Homeownership is at a record high.
Family incomes are rising. Small businesses are at the heart of this growth,
creating most new private-sector jobs in our economy and helping our citi-
zens succeed.

My Administration is committed to keeping small businesses vibrant and
strong. We provided tax relief and streamlined tax reporting requirements
for small businesses. We are working to reduce the burden of unnecessary
regulation and excessive litigation. We are working to make health care
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more available and affordable. We are opening up markets for U.S. prod-
ucts through free trade agreements and by enforcing existing trade laws.
And we have promoted a culture of ownership so that more people can
own their own homes and start their own businesses.

As small business owners and employees add to the vitality of our econ-
omy, they also inspire others to realize the full promise of our Nation. I
join all Americans in celebrating the entrepreneurial spirit and hard work
of our small business owners and employees.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 24 through April 30,
2005, as Small Business Week. I call upon all the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs that celebrate the achievements of small business owners and
their employees and encourage and foster the development of new small
businesses.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7887 of April 15, 2005
National Park Week, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s system of national parks is dedicated to protecting our resources
and preserving our cultural and natural treasures. During National Park
Week, we celebrate these places and those who work to support and main-
tain them. This year’s National Park Week theme, ‘“National Parks: Amer-
ica’s Gift to the World,” reminds us that our country’s parks serve as trib-
utes to our Nation’s history that are enjoyed by visitors from around the
globe.

My Administration is dedicated to ensuring that our national parks remain
a source of pride for our citizens, and we are expanding our ability to pro-
tect America’s historical and natural wonders. By insisting upon manage-
ment excellence, the National Park Service is ensuring that the most vital
maintenance and conservation needs of our parks are met and that re-
sources are spent where they are needed the most.

As we observe National Park Week, we recognize the vital contributions of
National Park Service employees and volunteers. These dedicated men and
women manage nearly 400 areas, covering more than 84 million acres in
49 states. Together with the 140,000 volunteers who donated over 5 million
hours to these sites last year, National Park Service employees ensure that
our National Parks are safe and enjoyable places where visitors can experi-
ence America.
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