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born troops, he helped defend Charleston, South Carolina, before being
mortally wounded at the siege of Savannah in 1779.

General Pulaski exemplifies the spirit and determination of Polish immi-
grants to America, and he embodies our Nation’s highest ideals. On this
day, we express our gratitude for all the contributions of Polish Americans
to our Nation and for the strong relationship between the United States and
Poland. By honoring this lasting friendship and remembering heroes like
General Pulaski, we reaffirm our commitment to advancing our country’s
founding ideals and carry forward our heritage of freedom.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2005, as General
Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage Americans to commemorate this occa-
sion with appropriate programs and activities honoring Casimir Pulaski and
all those who defend freedom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7946 of October 14, 2005
National Character Counts Week, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Character Counts Week, we focus on ways to reach out to
our fellow Americans, especially children. Parents are the first and best ex-
ample of character in a child’s life. By volunteering and performing other
acts of service in their communities, parents can teach children about the
good that comes from helping others. By extending a hand to those who
suffer, parents can demonstrate kindness and compassion and help chil-
dren learn the importance of serving a cause greater than themselves.

Our schools also play a vital part in providing children with the principles
they need to grow and succeed. The Department of Education supports
character education through its Partnerships in Character Education Pro-
gram. During my Administration, over 60 State and local education agen-
cies have received funding from the Department of Education to provide
programs that teach important values to our youth.

Many citizens around the country are helping in the effort to teach char-
acter to children. One of the most important ways to contribute is to be-
come a mentor. By showing love, support, and compassion, one person can
make a difference in the life of a child.

During National Character Counts Week and throughout the year, I encour-
age children and all Americans to make good choices in life, set high
standards, and serve as leaders. By working together, we can all contribute
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to a culture of good citizenship and responsibility that strengthens our Na-
tion.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 16 through October
22, 2005, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public officials,
educators, librarians, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this
week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7947 of October 14, 2005

National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week,
2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In times of crisis, our Nation depends on the courage and determination
of the members of our National Guard and Reserve. Across our country,
these dedicated citizen-soldiers are answering the call to serve. During Na-
tional Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week, we honor the
vital contributions of members of our Guard and Reserve, and we express
our gratitude for the support shown to them by their employers.

In every generation, America has turned to the National Guard and Reserve
to help respond to natural disasters, secure our homeland, and defend our
liberty. Today, National Guard and Reserve personnel are serving on the
front lines of freedom in the war on terror, and they have provided vital
relief to our citizens affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Balancing the
demands of their families, civilian careers, and military assignments, mem-
bers of our Guard and Reserve demonstrate personal courage, love of coun-
try, and a commitment to duty that inspires all Americans.

Employers play a critical role in helping the men and women of the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve carry out their mission. In offices, schools, hos-
pitals, and other workplaces, employers provide time off, pay, health-care
benefits, and job security to their Guard and Reserve employees. These pa-
triotic efforts allow our men and women in uniform to focus on their mili-
tary assignments and help strengthen our country. Americans are grateful
to these employers for putting the needs of our citizens and our country’s
safety and security first.

As we continue to fight terrorism and advance peace around the world,
Americans stand strongly and proudly behind the men and women of the
National Guard and Reserve, and we express our appreciation for the com-
mitment of their employers.
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