Proc. 7950 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 7950 of October 20, 2005
United Nations Day, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Sixty years ago, the United Nations was created to spread hope and liberty,
fight poverty and disease, and help secure human rights and human dignity
for people everywhere. On United Nations Day, we recommit ourselves to
the ideals on which this organization was founded.

Throughout history, the human spirit has been tested by the forces of dark-
ness and evil. Since its founding in the aftermath of World War II, the
United Nations has worked to solve problems and harness the best instincts
of humankind. Today, we must continue efforts to ease suffering, spread
freedom, and lay the foundations of lasting peace for our children and
grandchildren.

In the aftermath of last year’s tsunami in the Indian Ocean region and this
month’s earthquakes in South Asia, we have witnessed the great capacity
of human compassion. The support from the United Nations demonstrated
how nations of the world can unite in common purpose to address difficult
challenges. This enduring truth inspired those who created the United Na-
tions, and it continues to do so 60 years later. With courage and con-
science, we will meet our responsibilities to protect the lives and rights of
others. As we do this, we will help fulfill the great promise of the United
Nations, ensuring that all people can enjoy the peace, freedom, and dignity
our Creator intended.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2005, as United
Nations Day. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the
flag of the United States to honor the observance of United Nations Day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7951 of October 30, 2005
Death of Rosa Parks
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of Rosa Parks, I hereby order, by the
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States
of America, that on the day of her interment, the flag of the United States
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shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public build-
ings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all naval
vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and through-
out the United States and its Territories and possessions until sunset on
such day. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same
period at all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other
facilities abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and sta-
tions.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7952 of November 2, 2005
National Adoption Month, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

All children deserve strong families with mothers and fathers who are there
to protect and love them. Every year, thousands of Americans extend the
gift of family to a child through adoption. During National Adoption
Month, we recognize the compassion of adoptive and foster families and
renew our pledge to finding loving and stable homes for children in need.

Many of our citizens have revealed the good heart of America by opening
their homes to children through adoption. We are grateful to every family
who provides a safe, nurturing environment for their adopted children. Last
year, an estimated 51,000 children were adopted from our Nation’s foster
care system, and tens of thousands more were adopted through private
agencies and from overseas. Today, more than 118,000 children remain in
foster care in the United States awaiting adoption. On November 19, Na-
tional Adoption Day, thousands of these children will celebrate the final-
ization of their adoptions and go to their new homes, secure in the love
of families they can now call their own.

My Administration remains committed to encouraging adoption. This year,
24 States, the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
were recognized through our Adoption Incentives Program for their efforts
to enhance their adoption and child welfare programs. These efforts have
contributed to an increase in adoptions from 28,000 per year in 1996 to an
estimated 51,000 in 2004. In addition, the AdoptUSKids initiative, which
includes public service announcements in English and Spanish and a
website, www.AdoptUSKids.org, has helped place more than 5,000 chil-
dren in permanent homes over the last 3 years.

As we observe National Adoption Month, we recognize the many caring
families who have made a difference in a child’s life through adoption. By
giving these children the love, guidance, and support they need to grow,
adoptive and foster families play a vital role in helping the next generation
of Americans achieve their dreams.
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