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the Act, the regulations and the stand-
ards in this subchapter. The informa-
tion shall be furnished within a reason-
able time and as may be specified in 
the request for information. 

§ 2.126 Access and inspection of 
records and property. 

(a) Each dealer, exhibitor, inter-
mediate handler, or carrier, shall, dur-
ing business hours, allow APHIS offi-
cials: 

(1) To enter its place of business; 
(2) To examine records required to be 

kept by the Act and the regulations in 
this part; 

(3) To make copies of the records; 
(4) To inspect and photograph the fa-

cilities, property and animals, as the 
APHIS officials consider necessary to 
enforce the provisions of the Act, the 
regulations and the standards in this 
subchapter; and 

(5) To document, by the taking of 
photographs and other means, condi-
tions and areas of noncompliance. 

(b) The use of a room, table, or other 
facilities necessary for the proper ex-
amination of the records and inspec-
tion of the property or animals must be 
extended to APHIS officials by the 
dealer, exhibitor, intermediate handler 
or carrier, and a responsible adult shall 
be made available to accompany 
APHIS officials during the inspection 
process. 

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 69 
FR 42102, July 14, 2004] 

§ 2.127 Publication of names of per-
sons subject to the provisions of 
this part. 

APHIS will publish lists of persons li-
censed or registered in accordance with 
the provisions of this part in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. The lists may be ob-
tained upon request from the AC Re-
gional Director. 

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 63 
FR 62927, Nov. 10, 1998] 

§ 2.128 Inspection for missing animals. 
Each dealer, exhibitor, intermediate 

handler and carrier shall allow, upon 
request and during business hours, po-
lice or officers of other law enforce-
ment agencies with general law en-
forcement authority (not those agen-
cies whose duties are limited to en-

forcement of local animal regulations) 
to enter his or her place of business to 
inspect animals and records for the 
purpose of seeking animals that are 
missing, under the following condi-
tions: 

(a) The police or other law officer 
shall furnish to the dealer, exhibitor, 
intermediate handler or carrier a writ-
ten description of the missing animal 
and the name and address of its owner 
before making a search. 

(b) The police or other law officer 
shall abide by all security measures re-
quired by the dealer, exhibitor, inter-
mediate handler or carrier to prevent 
the spread of disease, including the use 
of sterile clothing, footwear, and 
masks where required, or to prevent 
the escape of an animal. 

§ 2.129 Confiscation and destruction of 
animals. 

(a) If an animal being held by a deal-
er, exhibitor, intermediate handler, or 
by a carrier is found by an APHIS offi-
cial to be suffering as a result of the 
failure of the dealer, exhibitor, inter-
mediate handler, or carrier to comply 
with any provision of the regulations 
or the standards set forth in this sub-
chapter, the APHIS official shall make 
a reasonable effort to notify the dealer, 
exhibitor, intermediate handler, or car-
rier of the condition of the animal(s) 
and request that the condition be cor-
rected and that adequate care be given 
to alleviate the animal’s suffering or 
distress, or that the animal(s) be de-
stroyed by euthanasia. In the event 
that the dealer, exhibitor, inter-
mediate handler, or carrier refuses to 
comply with this request, the APHIS 
official may confiscate the animal(s) 
for care, treatment, or disposal as indi-
cated in paragraph (b) of this section, 
if, in the opinion of the Administrator, 
the circumstances indicate the ani-
mal’s health is in danger. 

(b) In the event that the APHIS offi-
cial is unable to locate or notify the 
dealer, exhibitor, intermediate han-
dler, or carrier as required in this sec-
tion, the APHIS official shall contact a 
local police or other law officer to ac-
company him to the premises and shall 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 14:49 Feb 14, 2006 Jkt 208028 PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208028.XXX 208028



41 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 2.131 

provide for adequate care when nec-
essary to alleviate the animal’s suf-
fering. If in the opinion of the Adminis-
trator, the condition of the animal(s) 
cannot be corrected by this temporary 
care, the APHIS official shall con-
fiscate the animals. 

(c) Confiscated animals may be: 
(1) Placed, by sale or donation, with 

other licensees or registrants that 
comply with the standards and regula-
tions and can provide proper care; or 

(2) Placed with persons or facilities 
that can offer a level of care equal to 
or exceeding the standards and regula-
tions, as determined by APHIS, even if 
the persons or facilities are not li-
censed by or registered with APHIS; or 

(3) Euthanized. 
(d) The dealer, exhibitor, inter-

mediate handler, or carrier from whom 
the animals were confiscated must bear 
all costs incurred in performing the 
placement or euthanasia activities au-
thorized by this section. 

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 66 
FR 239, Jan. 3, 2001] 

§ 2.130 Minimum age requirements. 
No dog or cat shall be delivered by 

any person to any carrier or inter-
mediate handler for transportation, in 
commerce, or shall be transported in 
commerce by any person, except to a 
registered research facility, unless 
such dog or cat is at least eight (8) 
weeks of age and has been weaned. 

§ 2.131 Handling of animals. 
(a) All licensees who maintain wild 

or exotic animals must demonstrate 
adequate experience and knowledge of 
the species they maintain. 

(b)(1) Handling of all animals shall be 
done as expeditiously and carefully as 
possible in a manner that does not 
cause trauma, overheating, excessive 
cooling, behavioral stress, physical 
harm, or unnecessary discomfort. 

(2)(i) Physical abuse shall not be used 
to train, work, or otherwise handle ani-
mals. 

(ii) Deprivation of food or water shall 
not be used to train, work, or otherwise 
handle animals; Provided, however, 
That the short-term withholding of 
food or water from animals by exhibi-
tors is allowed by these regulations as 
long as each of the animals affected re-

ceives its full dietary and nutrition re-
quirements each day. 

(c)(1) During public exhibition, any 
animal must be handled so there is 
minimal risk of harm to the animal 
and to the public, with sufficient dis-
tance and/or barriers between the ani-
mal and the general viewing public so 
as to assure the safety of animals and 
the public. 

(2) Performing animals shall be al-
lowed a rest period between perform-
ances at least equal to the time for one 
performance. 

(3) Young or immature animals shall 
not be exposed to rough or excessive 
public handling or exhibited for periods 
of time which would be detrimental to 
their health or well-being. 

(4) Drugs, such as tranquilizers, shall 
not be used to facilitate, allow, or pro-
vide for public handling of the animals. 

(d)(1) Animals shall be exhibited only 
for periods of time and under condi-
tions consistent with their good health 
and well-being. 

(2) A responsible, knowledgeable, and 
readily identifiable employee or at-
tendant must be present at all times 
during periods of public contact. 

(3) During public exhibition, dan-
gerous animals such as lions, tigers, 
wolves, bears, or elephants must be 
under the direct control and super-
vision of a knowledgeable and experi-
enced animal handler. 

(4) If public feeding of animals is al-
lowed, the food must be provided by 
the animal facility and shall be appro-
priate to the type of animal and its nu-
tritional needs and diet. 

(e) When climatic conditions present 
a threat to an animal’s health or well- 
being, appropriate measures must be 
taken to alleviate the impact of those 
conditions. An animal may never be 
subjected to any combination of tem-
perature, humidity, and time that is 
detrimental to the animal’s health or 
well-being, taking into consideration 
such factors as the animal’s age, spe-
cies, breed, overall health status, and 
acclimation. 

[54 FR 36147, Aug. 31, 1989, as amended at 63 
FR 10498, Mar. 4, 1998; 69 FR 42102, July 14, 
2004] 
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