§51.21

Mortgage. Any mortgage, lien, or in-
terest that is recorded under State law
or identified in the indemnity claim
form filed in accordance with this sub-
part, and held by any person other than
the one claiming indemnity.

Official seal. A serially numbered
metal strip consisting of a self-locking
device on one end and a slot on the
other end, which forms a loop when the
ends are engaged and which cannot be
reused if opened, and is applied by a
representative of the Veterinarian in
Charge or the State animal health offi-
cial.

Owner. Any person who has legal or
rightful title to sheep, goats, and
horses, whether or not the animals are
subject to a mortgage.

Permit. An official document for
movement of animals under this sub-
part issued by an APHIS representa-
tive, State representative, or accred-
ited veterinarian listing the disease
status and identification of the animal,
where consigned, cleaning and dis-
infecting requirements, and proof of
slaughter certification.

Person. Any individual, corporation,
company, association, firm, partner-
ship, society, or joint stock company,
or other legal entity.

Registered sheep and goats. Sheep and
goats for which individual records of
ancestry are recorded and maintained
by a breed association whose purpose is
the improvement of the species, and for
which individual registration certifi-
cates are issued and recorded by such
breed association.

State. Any State, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands
of the United States, Guam, the North-
ern Mariana Islands, or any other terri-
tory or possession of the United States.

State representative. An individual em-
ployed in animal health activities by a
State or a political subdivision thereof,
and who is authorized by such State or
political subdivision to perform the
function involved under a cooperative
agreement with the United States De-
partment of Agriculture.

Veterinarian in Charge. The APHIS
veterinary official who is assigned by
the Administrator to supervise and
perform the official animal health
work of APHIS in the State or area
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concerned, or any person authorized to
act for the Veterinarian in Charge.

§51.21 Cooperation with States.

The Administrator has been dele-
gated the authority to cooperate with
the proper State authorities in the
eradication of brucellosis and to pay
indemnities for the destruction of bru-
cellosis-reactor animals or brucellosis-
exposed animals.

§51.22 Payment to owners for goats,
sheep, and horses destroyed.

(a) The Administrator may authorize
the payment of Federal indemnity by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture to
any owner whose goats, sheep, or
horses are destroyed after having been
approved for destruction by APHIS.1
Goats or sheep must be destroyed as
part of a whole herd/flock depopulation
to be eligible for Federal indemnity.

(b) The amount of Federal indemnity
will be determined in accordance with
the regulations in this part that were
in effect on the date infected animals
were found, or the date that the whole-
herd/flock depopulation or destruction
of individual animals was approved.

(c) Prior to payment of indemnity,
proof of destruction must be furnished
to the Veterinarian in Charge.

§51.23 Eligibility for indemnity.

Owners of animals destroyed because
of brucellosis are eligible to receive
Federal indemnity for their animals if
the animals are:

(a) Sheep and goats in an affected
herd or flock;

(b) Sheep and goats that were ob-
tained from a herd or flock that was
subsequently found to be an affected
herd or flock. Epidemiological informa-
tion such as test results, herd/flock his-
tory, and related evidence will be used
to establish a probable date when the
herd or flock was first affected with

1The Administrator will authorize pay-

ment of Federal indemnity by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture as provided in
§51.24: (a) As long as sufficient funds appro-
priated by Congress appear to be available
for this purpose for the remainder of the fis-
cal year; (b) in States or areas not under
Federal quarantine; (¢) in States requesting
payment of Federal indemnity; and (d) in
States not requesting a lower rate.
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