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Health Programs Staff, 4700 River Road 
Unit 43, Riverdale, MD 20737–1235. If the 
Administrator determines that the de-
vices and markings will provide a 
means of tracing sheep and goats in 
interstate commerce, a proposal will be 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER to 
add the devices and markings to the 

list of approved means of sheep and 
goat identification. 

[66 FR 43990, Aug. 21, 2001, as amended at 68 
FR 6343, Feb. 7, 2003; 69 FR 64650, Nov. 8, 2004] 

§ 79.3 General restrictions. 
The following prohibitions and move-

ment conditions apply to the interstate 
movement of sheep and goats, and no 
sheep or goat may move interstate ex-
cept in compliance with them. 

INTERSTATE MOVEMENT GENERAL RESTRICTIONS FOR SHEEP AND GOATS 
Note: A CONSISTENT STATE is one whose intrastate identification, reporting, and movement restrictions for infected and source 

flocks and high-risk animals are consistent with the APHIS standards for State scrapie programs. 

Type of interstate movement Moved from INCONSISTENT state Moved from CONSISTENT state 

(a) Sale or other movement of breeding 
animals, show animals or any other 
animal not specifically addressed in this 
chart. General Condition: No animal 
may be removed from slaughter chan-
nels in interstate commerce if it was 
sold at a slaughter-only auction, is 
identified with a tag or ear tattoo 
marked ‘‘meat’’ or ‘‘slaughter only,’’ or 
was sold with a bill of sale marked for 
slaughter only, and other animals may 
be removed from slaughter channels in 
interstate commerce only if they are 
identified to their flock of birth.— 

(1) High-risk, scrapie-positive, or sus-
pect animals, or animals from a 
noncompliant flock.

Prohibited 1 .............................................. Prohibited 1 

(2) Non-high-risk animals from an in-
fected or source flock that are not 
scrapie-positive or suspect animals.

Prohibited 1 .............................................. Prohibited,1 except as allowed in an ap-
proved scrapie control pilot project 
flock plan and must meet the require-
ments for exposed animals. 

(3) Sexually intact exposed animals 
that are not scrapie-positive, sus-
pect, or high-risk animals and are 
not animals from an infected or 
source flock.

Flock must be enrolled in the Complete 
Monitored category of the Scrapie 
Flock Certification Program or equiva-
lent APHIS recognized program, have 
official individual animal identification, 
and a permit.2 For any female ex-
posed sheep the results of an official 
genotype test must be included on or 
attached to the permit and must be 
QR or RR at codon 171. For any fe-
male animal moving for exhibition, the 
permit must include a statement by 
both the owner and the accredited vet-
erinarian that the animal has not 
lambed or aborted within 30 days of 
being exhibited and is not due to lamb 
within 30 days of being exhibited and 
that there is no visible vaginal dis-
charge. For any animal born after 1– 
1–2002, the certificate must include 
the flock of birth and the flock of ori-
gin, if different.

Official individual animal identification 
and a permit.2 For any female ex-
posed sheep the results of an official 
genotype test must be included on or 
attached to the permit and must be 
QR or RR at codon 171. For any fe-
male animal moving for exhibition, the 
permit must include a statement by 
both the owner and an accredited vet-
erinarian that the animal has not 
lambed or aborted within 30 days of 
being exhibited and is not due to lamb 
within 30 days of being exhibited and 
that there is no visible vaginal dis-
charge. For any animal born after 1– 
1–2002, the permit must include the 
flock of birth and the flock of origin, if 
different. 

(4)(i) Sexually intact sheep except as al-
lowed in (a)(7). 

(ii) Sexually intact goats, except for 
low-risk goats.

Flock must be enrolled in the Complete 
Monitored category of the Scrapie 
Flock Certification Program or equiva-
lent APHIS-recognized program, have 
official individual animal identification, 
and a certificate. For any animal born 
after 1–1–2002, the certificate must in-
clude the flock of birth and the flock of 
origin, if different.

Official individual animal identification 
and a certificate. For any animal born 
after 1–1–2002, the certificate must in-
clude the flock of birth and the flock of 
origin, if different. 
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INTERSTATE MOVEMENT GENERAL RESTRICTIONS FOR SHEEP AND GOATS—Continued 
Note: A CONSISTENT STATE is one whose intrastate identification, reporting, and movement restrictions for infected and source 

flocks and high-risk animals are consistent with the APHIS standards for State scrapie programs. 

Type of interstate movement Moved from INCONSISTENT state Moved from CONSISTENT state 

(5) Sexually intact low-risk goats ....... Official individual animal identification 
and a certificate. For any animal born 
after 1–1–2002, the certificate must in-
clude the flock of birth and the flock of 
origin, if different.

Official individual animal identification 
and a certificate. For any animal born 
after 1–1–2002, the certificate must in-
clude the flock of birth and the flock of 
origin, if different. 

(6) Castrated animals that are not 
scrapie-positive or suspect animals.

Official individual animal identification 
and a certificate.

None, except for exposed animals that 
must have official individual animal 
identification. 

(7) Low-risk commercial sheep ......... Official individual animal identification 
and a certificate, and the flock must 
be enrolled in the Complete Monitored 
category of the Scrapie Flock Certifi-
cation Program or an equivalent 
APHIS-recognized program. For any 
animal born after 1–1–2002, the certifi-
cate must include the flock of birth and 
the flock of origin, if different.

(i) Official premises identification that is 
a permanent brand or ear notch pat-
tern registered with an official brand 
registry; 

(ii) A brand inspection certificate; 
(iii) An owner statement dated within 30 

days stating that the animals were 
born in the flock, that the flock does 
not contain any animal exhibiting signs 
of scrapie, that to the best of his or 
her knowledge the flock has no risk 
factors for or exposure to scrapie, and 
that the flock has never contained: (A) 
Any animal diagnosed as having 
scrapie; (B) any female blackfaced 
sheep; or (C) any female blackfaced 
cross sheep that were not born in the 
flock; and 

(iv) An accredited veterinarian’s state-
ment issued within 12 months of the 
date of movement indicating that, to 
the best of his or her knowledge, the 
flock has no known risk factors for or 
exposure to scrapie, and that he or 
she has inspected the flock and it 
does not contain: (A) Any animal ex-
hibiting signs of scrapie; (B) any fe-
male blackfaced sheep; or (C) any fe-
male blackfaced cross sheep that 
were not born in the flock. The state-
ments must include the owner’s name, 
address, and the premises identifica-
tion number and a drawing of the own-
er’s registered brand or ear notch pat-
tern. 

(8) Commercial low-risk goats. .......... Official individual animal identification 
and a certificate. For any animal born 
after 1–1–2002, the certificate must in-
clude the flock of birth and the flock of 
origin, if different.

None. 

(b) Sale or other movement directly to 
slaughter, through slaughter channels 
to slaughter, or to feedlots for later 
movement to slaughter of animals that 
are under 18 months of age as evi-
denced by eruption of the second inci-
sor, not pregnant, and have not lambed 
or kidded. General Condition: No ani-
mal may be removed from slaughter 
channels in interstate slaughter chan-
nels in interstate commerce if it was 
sold at a slaughter-only auction, is 
identified with a tag or ear tattoo 
marked ‘‘meat’’ or ‘‘slaughter only,’’ or 
was sold with a bill of sale marked for 
slaughter only, and other animals may 
be removed from slaughter channels in 
interstate commerce only if they are 
identified to their flock of birth.— 

(1) Scrapie-positive or suspect ani-
mal.

Prohibited 1 .............................................. Prohibited.1 
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INTERSTATE MOVEMENT GENERAL RESTRICTIONS FOR SHEEP AND GOATS—Continued 
Note: A CONSISTENT STATE is one whose intrastate identification, reporting, and movement restrictions for infected and source 

flocks and high-risk animals are consistent with the APHIS standards for State scrapie programs. 

Type of interstate movement Moved from INCONSISTENT state Moved from CONSISTENT state 

(2) Sexually intact high-risk animals 
and sexually intact animals from in-
fected or source flocks that are not 
scrapie-positive or suspect animals.

Official individual animal identification 
and a permit, or a permit and an indel-
ible ‘‘S’’ mark on the left jaw, or sealed 
conveyance and a permit. (Note: these 
animals may only be permitted to 
slaughter or to terminal feedlots.3) 

Official individual animal identification 
and a permit, or a permit and an indel-
ible ‘‘S’’ mark on the left jaw, or sealed 
conveyance and a permit. (Note: these 
animals may only be permitted to 
slaughter or to terminal feedlots.3) 

(3) Exposed sexually intact animals 
that are not scrapie-positive, sus-
pect, or high-risk. animals and that 
are not animals from an infected or 
source flock.

Official individual animal identification for 
any animal that is not moving directly 
to slaughter or to a terminal feedlot.3, 4 
(Note: pregnant animals and animals 
with a visible vaginal discharge may 
only be permitted to slaughter or to 
terminal feedlots.).

Official individual animal identification for 
any animal that is not moving direct to 
slaughter or to a terminal feedlot.3, 4 
(Note: Pregnant animals and animals 
with a visible vaginal discharge may 
only be permitted to slaughter or to 
terminal feedlots.) 

(4) Sexually intact sheep that are not 
scrapie-positive, suspect, high-risk, 
or exposed animals and are not 
animals from an infected or source 
flock.

Official premises identification or official 
individual animal identification for any 
animal that is not moving direct to 
slaughter or to a terminal feedlot.3 

None. 

(5) Sheep enrolled in the selective 
monitored or complete monitored 
category of the SFCP that are not 
scrapie-positive, suspect, high-risk, 
or exposed animals.

None ........................................................ None. 

(6) Castrated animals that are not 
scrapie-positive, or suspect ani-
mals.

None ........................................................ None. 

(7) Sexually intact goats that are not 
scrapie-positive, suspect, high-risk, 
or exposed animals and are not 
animals from an infected or source 
flock.

None ........................................................ None. 

(c) Sale or other movement directly to 
slaughter, through slaughter channels 
to slaughter, or to feedlots for later 
movement to slaughter of animals that 
are over 18 months of age, as evi-
denced by eruption of the second inci-
sor, or that are pregnant or that have 
lambed or kidded. General Condition: 
No animal may be removed from 
slaughter channels in interstate com-
merce if it was sold at a slaughter-only 
auction, is identified with a tag or ear 
tattoo marked ‘‘meat’’ or ‘‘slaughter 
only,’’ or was sold with a bill of sale 
marked for slaughter only, and other 
animals may be removed from slaugh-
ter channels in interstate commerce 
only if they are identified to their flock 
of birth.— 

(1) Scrapie-positive or suspect ani-
mal.

Prohibited1 ............................................... Prohibited.1 

(2) Sexually intact high-risk animals 
and sexually intact animals from 
an infected or source flock that are 
not scrapie-positive, or suspect 
animals.

Official individual animal identification 
and a permit, or a permit and an indel-
ible ‘‘S’’ mark on the left jaw, or sealed 
conveyance and a permit. (Note: these 
animals may only be permitted to 
slaughter or to terminal feedlots.3 

Official individual animal identification 
and a permit, or a permit and an indel-
ible ‘‘S’’ mark on the left jaw, or sealed 
conveyance and a permit. (Note: 
These animals may only be permitted 
to slaughter or to terminal feedlots.3 

(3) Sexually intact exposed animals 
that are not scrapie-positive, sus-
pect, or high-risk animals and are 
not animals from an infected or 
source flock.

Official individual animal identification 
and a permit, or a permit and an indel-
ible ‘‘S’’ mark on the left jaw, or sealed 
conveyance and a permit when mov-
ing directly to slaughter. (Note: preg-
nant animals and animals with a visi-
ble vaginal discharge may only be per-
mitted to slaughter or to terminal 
feedlots.3, 4 

Official individual animal identification. 
(Note: pregnant animals and animals 
with a visible vaginal discharge may 
only be moved directly to slaughter or 
to terminal feedlots.3, 4 
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INTERSTATE MOVEMENT GENERAL RESTRICTIONS FOR SHEEP AND GOATS—Continued 
Note: A CONSISTENT STATE is one whose intrastate identification, reporting, and movement restrictions for infected and source 

flocks and high-risk animals are consistent with the APHIS standards for State scrapie programs. 

Type of interstate movement Moved from INCONSISTENT state Moved from CONSISTENT state 

(4) Sheep over 18 months of age 
that are not scrapie-positive, sus-
pect, sexually intact high-risk, or 
sexually intact exposed animals 
and that are not sexually intact ani-
mals from an infected or source 
flock.

Official individual animal identification 
and a certificate.4.

Official individual animal identification.4 

(5) Low-risk commercial sheep ......... Official individual animal identification 
and a certificate 4.

(i) Official premises identification that is 
a permanent legible brand or ear 
notch pattern registered with an official 
brand registry or, in the case of ani-
mals moving directly to slaughter, may 
be a legible paint brand registered 
with an official brand registry; 

(ii) A brand inspection certificate; 
(iii) An owner statement dated within 30 

days of the movement stating that the 
flock does not contain any animal ex-
hibiting signs of scrapie, and that, to 
the best of his or her knowledge, the 
flock has no risk factors for or expo-
sure to scrapie and has never con-
tained: (A) Any animal diagnosed as 
having scrapie; (B) any female 
blackfaced sheep; or (C) any female 
blackfaced cross sheep that was not 
born in the flock; 

(iv) An accredited veterinarian’s state-
ment issued within 12 months of the 
date of movement indicating that, to 
the best of his or her knowledge, the 
flock has no known risk factors for or 
exposure to scrapie, and that he or 
she has inspected the flock and it 
does not contain: (A) Any animal ex-
hibiting signs of scrapie; (B) any fe-
male blackfaced sheep; or (C) any fe-
male blackfaced cross sheep that was 
not born in the flock. The statements 
must include the owner’s name, ad-
dress, and the premises identification 
number and a drawing of the owner’s 
registered brand or ear notch pattern.4 

(6) Goats that are not scrapie-posi-
tive, suspect, sexually intact high- 
risk, or sexually intact exposed ani-
mals and that are not sexually in-
tact animals from an infected or 
source flock.

None ........................................................ None. 

(d) Movement of animals for grazing or 
other management purposes without 
change of ownership.— 

(1) Scrapie-positive, suspect, or sex-
ually intact high-risk animals.

Prohibited 1 .............................................. Prohibited.1 

(2) Non-high-risk animals from an in-
fected or source flock.

Prohibited 1 .............................................. Prohibited,1 except as allowed in an ap-
proved scrapie control pilot project 
flock plan and must meet the require-
ments for exposed animals. 

(3) Sexually intact exposed animals 
that are not scrapie-positive, sus-
pect, or high-risk animals and that 
are not animals from an infected or 
source flock.

Official individual animal identification 
and a permit.2 For any female ex-
posed sheep the results of an official 
genotype test must be included on or 
attached to the permit and must be 
QR or RR at codon 171.

Official individual animal identification 
and a permit.2 For any female ex-
posed sheep the results of an official 
genotype test must be included on or 
attached to the permit and must be 
QR or RR at codon 171. 
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INTERSTATE MOVEMENT GENERAL RESTRICTIONS FOR SHEEP AND GOATS—Continued 
Note: A CONSISTENT STATE is one whose intrastate identification, reporting, and movement restrictions for infected and source 

flocks and high-risk animals are consistent with the APHIS standards for State scrapie programs. 

Type of interstate movement Moved from INCONSISTENT state Moved from CONSISTENT state 

(4) Sexually intact sheep or sexually 
intact goats that have been com-
mingled with sheep and that are 
not scrapie-positive, suspect, high- 
risk, or exposed animals and are 
not animals from an infected or 
source flock.

Official premises identification and a cer-
tificate..

None. 

(5) Sexually intact goats that have 
not been commingled with sheep 
and that are not scrapie-positive, 
suspect, high-risk, or exposed ani-
mals and are not animals from an 
infected or source flock.

None ........................................................ None. 

(6) Castrated animals that are not 
scrapie-positive or suspect animals 
and are not an animal from an in-
fected or source flock.

None ........................................................ None. 

1 Animals prohibited movement may be moved interstate only if they are moving interstate for destruction or research as ap-
proved by the Administrator. 

2 A copy of the permit must be sent to the State veterinarian and the AVIC of the receiving State prior to movement of animals. 
3 No exposed or high-risk animal from any State or any animal from an Inconsistent State shall be removed from slaughter 

channels once it has entered interstate commerce. 
4 Official individual animal identification or official premises identification is not required for these slaughter animals if the ani-

mals are kept as a group on the same premises on which they were born or used for breeding purposes and are not commin-
gled with animals from another premises at any time, including throughout the feeding, marketing, and slaughter process. 

§ 79.4 Designation of scrapie-positive 
animals, high-risk animals, exposed 
animals, suspect animals, exposed 
flocks, infected flocks, noncompli-
ant flocks, and source flocks; notice 
to owners. 

(a) Designation. A designated scrapie 
epidemiologist will designate an ani-
mal to be a scrapie-positive animal, 
high-risk animal, exposed animal, or 
suspect animal after determining that 
the animal meets the criteria of the 
relevant definition in § 79.1. 

(1) A State or APHIS veterinarian 
will designate an animal to be a sus-
pect animal after determining that the 
animal meets the criteria of the rel-
evant definition in § 79.1. 

(2) A designated scrapie epidemiolo-
gist will designate a flock to be a 
source, infected, or exposed flock after 
reviewing sale, movement, and breed-
ing records that indicate the flock 
meets the criteria of the relevant defi-
nition in § 79.1. 

(i) A designated scrapie epidemiolo-
gist may conduct testing of animals if 
he or she determines such testing is 
needed to properly designate a flock to 
be a source, infected, or exposed flock. 
The designated scrapie epidemiologist 
will select animals for testing in a 
manner that will provide a 95 percent 

confidence of detecting scrapie at a 
prevalence of 1 percent or, when flock 
records are adequate and all exposed 
animals that lambed in the flock are 
available for testing, may limit the 
testing to all exposed and suspect ani-
mals. Flocks meeting the definition of 
infected or source flocks that are des-
ignated as exposed flocks must com-
plete a post exposure monitoring and 
management plan. Testing may include 
live-animal testing using a live-animal 
official test, an official genotype test, 
the culling and postmortem examina-
tion and testing of genetically suscep-
tible animals in the flock that cannot 
be evaluated by a live animal test, and 
postmortem examination and testing 
of animals found dead or cull animals 
at slaughter. 

(ii) If an owner does not make his or 
her animals available for testing with-
in 60 days of notification or as mutu-
ally agreed or fails to submit required 
postmortem samples, the flock will be 
designated a source, infected, or ex-
posed flock, whichever definition ap-
plies. Any flock that is pending des-
ignation must comply with the move-
ment restrictions for infected flocks. 

(3) A designated scrapie epidemiolo-
gist will designate a flock to be a non-
compliant flock after determining that 
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