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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–06 Edition) § 1910.143 

§ 1910.143 Nonwater carriage disposal 
systems. [Reserved] 

§ 1910.144 Safety color code for mark-
ing physical hazards. 

(a) Color identification—(1) Red. Red 
shall be the basic color for the identi-
fication of: 

(i) Fire protection equipment and appa-
ratus. [Reserved] 

(ii) Danger. Safety cans or other port-
able containers of flammable liquids 
having a flash point at or below 80 °F, 
table containers of flammable liquids 
(open cup tester), excluding shipping 
containers, shall be painted red with 
some additional clearly visible identi-
fication either in the form of a yellow 
band around the can or the name of the 
contents conspicuously stenciled or 
painted on the can in yellow. Red 
lights shall be provided at barricades 
and at temporary obstructions, as spec-
ified in ANSI Safety Code for Building 
Construction, A10.2–1944, which is in-
corporated by reference as specified in 
§ 1910.6. Danger signs shall be painted 
red. 

(iii) Stop. Emergency stop bars on 
hazardous machines such as rubber 
mills, wire blocks, flat work ironers, 
etc., shall be red. Stop buttons or elec-
trical switches which letters or other 
markings appear, used for emergency 
stopping of machinery shall be red. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(3) Yellow. Yellow shall be the basic 

color for designating caution and for 
marking physical hazards such as: 
Striking against, stumbling, falling, 
tripping, and ‘‘caught in between.’’ 

(b) [Reserved] 

[39 FR 23502, June 27, 1974, as amended at 43 
FR 49748, Oct. 24, 1978; 49 FR 5322, Feb. 10, 
1984; 61 FR 9239, Mar. 7, 1996] 

§ 1910.145 Specifications for accident 
prevention signs and tags. 

(a) Scope. (1) These specifications 
apply to the design, application, and 
use of signs or symbols (as included in 
paragraphs (c) through (e) of this sec-
tion) intended to indicate and, insofar 
as possible, to define specific hazards of 
a nature such that failure to designate 
them may lead to accidental injury to 
workers or the public, or both, or to 
property damage. These specifications 
are intended to cover all safety signs 

except those designed for streets, high-
ways, railroads, and marine regula-
tions. These specifications do not apply 
to plant bulletin boards or to safety 
posters. 

(2) All new signs and replacements of 
old signs shall be in accordance with 
these specifications. 

(b) Definitions. As used in this sec-
tion, the word sign refers to a surface 
on prepared for the warning of, or safe-
ty instructions of, industrial workers 
or members of the public who may be 
exposed to hazards. Excluded from this 
definition, however, are news releases, 
displays commonly known as safety 
posters, and bulletins used for em-
ployee education. 

(c) Classification of signs according to 
use—(1) Danger signs. (i) There shall be 
no variation in the type of design of 
signs posted to warn of specific dangers 
and radiation hazards. 

(ii) All employees shall be instructed 
that danger signs indicate immediate 
danger and that special precautions are 
necessary. 

(2) Caution signs. (i) Caution signs 
shall be used only to warn against po-
tential hazards or to caution against 
unsafe practices. 

(ii) All employees shall be instructed 
that caution signs indicate a possible 
hazard against which proper precaution 
should be taken. 

(3) Safety instruction signs. Safety in-
struction signs shall be used where 
there is a need for general instructions 
and suggestions relative to safety 
measures. 

(d) Sign design—(1) Design features. All 
signs shall be furnished with rounded 
or blunt corners and shall be free from 
sharp edges, burrs, splinters, or other 
sharp projections. The ends or heads of 
bolts or other fastening devices shall 
be located in such a way that they do 
not constitute a hazard. 

(2) Danger signs. The colors red, 
black, and white shall be those of 
opaque glossy samples as specified in 
Table 1 of Fundamental Specification 
of Safety Colors for CIE Standard 
Source ‘‘C’’, American National Stand-
ard Z53.1–1967, which is incorporated by 
reference as specified in § 1910.6. 

(3) [Reserved] 
(4) Caution signs. Standard color of 

the background shall be yellow; and 
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