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which will impair its strength. The use
of low density woods is prohibited.

(2) Side rails shall be dressed on all
sides and kept free of splinters.

(3) All knots shall be sound and hard.
The use of material containing loose
knots is prohibited. Knots shall not ap-
pear on the narrow face of the rail and,
when in the side face, shall be not more
than %% inch in diameter or within %
inch of the edge of the rail or nearer
than 3 inches to a tread or rung.

(4) Pitch pockets not exceeding Vs
inch in width, 2 inches in length and 2
inch in depth are permissible in wood
side rails, provided that not more than
one such pocket appears in each 4 feet
of length.

(6) The width between side rails at
the base shall be not less than 11%
inches for ladders 10 feet or less in
length. For longer ladders this width
shall be increased at least ¥ inch for
each additional 2 feet in length.

(6) Side rails shall be at least 1%x3%
inches in cross section.

(7) Cleats (meaning rungs rectangular
in cross section with the wide dimen-
sion parallel to the rails) shall be of
the material used for side rails,
straight-grained and free from Kknots.
Cleats shall be mortised into the edges
of the side rails %2 inch, or filler blocks
shall be used on the rails between the
cleats. The cleats shall be secured to
each rail with three 10d common wire
nails or fastened with through bolts or
other fasteners of equivalent strength.
Cleats shall be uniformly spaced not
more than 12 inches apart.

(8) Cleats 20 inches or less in length
shall be at least 25/32x3 inches in cross
section. Cleats over 20 inches but not
more than 30 inches in length shall be
at least 25/32x3%: inches in cross sec-
tion.

(c) Construction of portable wood
cleated ladders from 30 to 60 feet in
length. (1) Ladders from 30 to 60 feet in
length shall be in accordance with the
specifications of paragraph (b) of this
section with the following exceptions:

(i) Rails shall be of not less than 2x6
inch lumber.

(ii) Cleats shall be of not less than
1x4 inch lumber.

(iii) Cleats shall be nailed to each
rail with five 10d common wire nails or

59

§1915.73

fastened with through bolts or other
fasteners of equivalent strength.

[47 FR 16986, Apr. 20, 1982, as amended at 67
FR 44542, July 3, 2002]

§1915.73 Guarding of deck openings
and edges.

(a) The provisions of this section
shall apply to ship repairing and ship-
building operations and shall not apply
to shipbreaking.

(b) When employees are working in
the vicinity of flush manholes and
other small openings of comparable
size in the deck and other working sur-
faces, such openings shall be suitably
covered or guarded to a height of not
less than 30 inches, except where the
use of such guards is made impracti-
cable by the work actually in progress.

(c) When employees are working
around open hatches not protected by
coamings to a height of 24 inches or
around other large openings, the edge
of the opening shall be guarded in the
working area to height of 36 to 42
inches, except where the use of such
guards is made impracticable by the
work actually in progress.

(d) When employees are exposed to
unguarded edges of decks, platforms,
flats, and similar flat surfaces, more
than 5 feet above a solid surface, the
edges shall be guarded by adequate
guardrails meeting the requirements of
§1915.71(j) (1) and (2), unless the nature
of the work in progress or the physical
conditions prohibit the use or installa-
tion of such guardrails.

(e) When employees are working near
the unguarded edges of decks of vessels
afloat, they shall be protected by per-
sonal flotation devices, meeting the re-
quirements of §1915.158(a).

(f) Sections of bilges from which floor
plates or gratings have been removed
shall be guarded by guardrails except
where they would interfere with work
in progress. If these open sections are
in a walkway at least two 10-inch
planks placed side by side, or equiva-
lent, shall be laid across the opening to
provide a safe walking surface.

(g) Gratings, walkways, and cat-
walks, from which sections or ladders
have been removed, shall be barricaded
with adequate guardrails.
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