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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1915.76 

(d) Jacob’s ladders. (1) Jacob’s ladders 
shall be of the double rung or flat tread 
type. They shall be well maintained 
and properly secured. 

(2) A Jacob’s ladder shall either hang 
without slack from its lashings or be 
pulled up entirely. 

[47 FR 16986, Apr. 20, 1982, as amended at 67 
FR 44542, July 3, 2002] 

§ 1915.75 Access to and guarding of 
dry docks and marine railways. 

The provisions of this section shall 
apply to ship repairing, shipbuilding 
and shipbreaking. 

(a) A gangway, ramp or permanent 
stairway of not less than 20 inches 
walking surface, of adequate strength, 
maintained in safe repair and securely 
fastened, shall be provided between a 
floating dry dock and the pier or bulk-
head. 

(b) Each side of such gangway, ramp 
or permanent stairway, including those 
which are used for access to wing walls 
from dry dock floors, shall have a rail-
ing with a midrail. Such railings on 
gangways or ramps shall be approxi-
mately 42 inches in height; and railings 
on permanent stairways shall be not 
less than approximately 30 or more 
than approximately 34 inches in height. 
Rails shall be of wood, pipe, chain, 
wire, or rope, and shall be kept taut at 
all times. 

(c) Railings meeting the require-
ments of paragraph (b) of this section 
shall be provided on the means of ac-
cess to and from the floors of graving 
docks. 

(d) Railings approximately 42 inches 
in height, with a midrail, shall be pro-
vided on the edges of wing walls of 
floating dry docks and on edges of 
graving docks. Sections of the railings 
may be temporarily removed where 
necessary to permit line handling while 
a vessel is entering or leaving the dock. 

(e) When employees are working on 
the floor of a floating dry dock where 
they are exposed to the hazard of fall-
ing into the water, the end of the dry 
dock shall be equipped with portable 
stanchions and 42 inch railings with a 
midrail. When such a railing would be 
impracticable or ineffective, other ef-
fective means shall be provided to pre-
vent employees from falling into the 
water. 

(f) Access to wing walls from floors of 
dry docks shall be by ramps, perma-
nent stairways or ladders meeting the 
applicable requirements of § 1915.72. 

(g) Catwalks on stiles of marine rail-
ways shall be no less than 20 inches 
wide and shall have on at least one side 
a guardrail and midrail meeting the re-
quirements of § 1915.71(j) (1) and (2). 

[47 FR 16986, Apr. 20, 1982, as amended at 67 
FR 44542, July 3, 2002] 

§ 1915.76 Access to cargo spaces and 
confined spaces. 

The provisions of this section apply 
to ship repairing, shipbuilding and 
shipbreaking except that paragraph 
(a)(4) of this section applies to ship re-
pairing only. 

(a) Cargo spaces. (1) There shall be at 
least one safe and accessible ladder in 
any cargo space which employees must 
enter. 

(2) When any fixed ladder is visibly 
unsafe, the employer shall prohibit its 
use by employees. 

(3) Straight ladders of adequate 
strength and suitably secured against 
shifting or slipping shall be provided as 
necessary when fixed ladders in cargo 
spaces do not meet the requirements of 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section. When 
conditions are such that a straight lad-
der cannot be used, a Jacob’s ladder 
meeting the requirements of § 1915.74(d) 
may be used. 

(4) When cargo is stowed within 4 
inches of the back of ladder rungs, the 
ladder shall be deemed ‘‘unsafe’’ for the 
purpose of this section. 

(5) Fixed ladders or straight ladders 
provided for access to cargo spaces 
shall not be used at the same time that 
cargo drafts, equipment, materials, 
scrap or other loads are entering or 
leaving the hold. Before using these 
ladders to enter or leave the hold, the 
employee shall be required to inform 
the winchman or crane signalman of 
his intention. 

(b) Confined spaces. (1) More than one 
means of access shall be provided to a 
confined space in which employees are 
working and in which the work may 
generate a hazardous atmosphere in 
the space except where the structure or 
arrangement of the vessel makes this 
provision impractical. 
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