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be undertaken. However, until conflicts
are resolved, agencies shall comply
with the more protective of the con-
flicting standards.

Subpart D—Inspection and
Abatement

§1960.25 Qualifications of safety and
health inspectors and agency in-
spections.

(a) Executive Order 12196 requires
that each agency utilize as inspectors
“personnel with equipment and com-
petence to recognize hazards.”” Inspec-
tions shall be conducted by inspectors
qualified to recognize and evaluate
hazards of the working environment
and to suggest general abatement pro-
cedures. Safety and health specialists
as defined in §1960.2(s), with experience
and/or up-to-date training in occupa-
tional safety and health hazard rec-
ognition and evaluation are considered
as meeting the qualifications of safety
and health inspectors. For those work-
ing environments where there are less
complex hazards, such safety and
health specializations as cited above
may not be required, but inspectors in
such environments shall have suffi-
cient documented training and/or expe-
rience in the safety and health hazards
of the workplace involved to recognize
and evaluate those particular hazards
and to suggest general abatement pro-
cedures. All inspection personnel must
be provided the equipment necessary to
conduct a thorough inspection of the
workplace involved.

(b) Each agency which has work-
places containing information classi-
fied in the interest of national security
shall provide access to safety and
health inspectors who have obtained
the appropriate security clearance.

(c) All areas and operations of each
workplace, including office operations,
shall be inspected at least annually.
More frequent inspections shall be con-
ducted in all workplaces where there is
an increased risk of accident, injury, or
illness due to the nature of the work
performed. Sufficient unannounced in-
spections and unannounced follow-up
inspections should be conducted by the
agency to ensure the identification and
abatement of hazardous conditions.

§1960.26

(d) When situations arise involving
multiple agencies’ responsibilities for
conditions affecting employee safety
and health, coordination of inspection
functions is encouraged.

§1960.26 Conduct of inspections.

(a) Preparation. (1) Prior to com-
mencement of the inspection, the Safe-
ty and Health Inspector shall be pro-
vided all available relevant informa-
tion which pertains to the occupational
safety and health of the workplace to
be inspected, including safety and
health hazard reports, injury and ill-
ness records, previous inspection re-
ports, and reports of unsafe and
unhealthful working conditions.

(2) The Safety and Health Inspector
shall determine in advance, where pos-
sible, the actual work procedures and
conditions to be inspected, in order to
have the proper equipment available to
conduct an effective inspection.

(b) Inspection. (1) For the purpose of
assuring safe and healthful working
conditions for employees of agencies,
the head of the agency shall authorize
safety and/or health inspectors: To
enter without delay, and at reasonable
times, any building, installation, facil-
ity, construction site, or other area,
workplace, or environment where work
is performed by employees of the agen-
cy; to inspect and investigate during
regular working hours and at other
reasonable times, and within reason-
able limits and in a reasonable manner,
any such place of employment and all
pertinent conditions, structures, ma-
chines, apparatus, devices, equipment,
and materials therein, and to question
privately any agency employee, and/or
any agency supervisory employee, and/
or any official in charge of an estab-
lishment.

(2) If there are no authorized rep-
resentatives of employees, the inspec-
tor shall consult with a reasonable
number of employees during the
walkaround.

(3) When, in the opinion of the in-
spector, it is necessary to conduct per-
sonal monitoring (sampling) of employ-
ee’s work environments, the inspector
may request employees to wear reason-
able and necessary personal monitoring
devices, e.g., noise dosimeters and air
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