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SUBCHAPTER I—WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY FOR 
MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS 

PART 4203—EXTENSION OF SPE-
CIAL WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY 
RULES 

Sec. 
4203.1 Purpose and scope. 
4203.2 Definitions. 
4203.3 Plan adoption of special withdrawal 

rules. 
4203.4 Requests for PBGC approval of plan 

amendments. 
4203.5 PBGC action on requests. 
4203.6 OMB control number. 

AUTHORITY: 29 U.S.C. 1302(b)(3). 

SOURCE: 61 FR 34083, July 1, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 4203.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this part 
is to prescribe procedures whereby a 
multiemployer plan may, pursuant to 
sections 4203(f) and 4208(e)(3) of ERISA, 
request the PBGC to approve a plan 
amendment which establishes special 
complete or partial withdrawal liabil-
ity rules. 

(b) Scope. This part applies to a mul-
tiemployer pension plan covered by 
title IV of ERISA. 

§ 4203.2 Definitions. 

The following terms are defined in 
§ 4001.2 of this chapter: complete with-
drawal, employer, ERISA, multiem-
ployer plan, PBGC, person, plan, plan 
sponsor, and plan year. 

§ 4203.3 Plan adoption of special with-
drawal rules. 

(a) General rule. A plan may, subject 
to the approval of the PBGC, establish 
by plan amendment special complete 
or partial withdrawal liability rules. A 
complete withdrawal liability rule 
adopted pursuant to this part shall be 
similar to the rules for the construc-
tion and entertainment industries de-
scribed in section 4203 (b) and (c) of 
ERISA. A partial withdrawal liability 
rule adopted pursuant to this part shall 
be consistent with the complete with-
drawal rule adopted by the plan. A plan 
amendment adopted under this part 

may not be put into effect until it is 
approved by the PBGC. 

(b) Discretionary provisions of the plan 
amendment. A plan amendment adopted 
pursuant to this part may— 

(1) Cover an entire industry or indus-
tries, or be limited to a segment of an 
industry; and 

(2) Apply to cessations of the obliga-
tion to contribute that occurred prior 
to the adoption of the amendment. 

§ 4203.4 Requests for PBGC approval 
of plan amendments. 

(a) Filing of request—(1) In general. A 
plan shall apply to the PBGC for ap-
proval of a plan amendment which es-
tablishes special complete or partial 
withdrawal liability rules. The request 
for approval shall be filed after the 
amendment is adopted. PBGC approval 
shall also be required for any subse-
quent modification of the plan amend-
ment, other than a repeal of the 
amendment which results in employers 
being subject to the general statutory 
rules on withdrawal. 

(2) Method of filing. The PBGC applies 
the rules in subpart A of part 4000 of 
this chapter to determine permissible 
methods of filing with the PBGC under 
this part. 

(b) Who may request. The plan spon-
sor, or a duly authorized representative 
acting on behalf of the plan sponsor, 
shall sign and submit the request. 

(c) Where to file. See § 4000.4 of this 
chapter for information on where to 
file. 

(d) Information. Each request shall 
contain the following information: 

(1) The name and address of the plan 
for which the plan amendment is being 
submitted, and the telephone number 
of the plan sponsor or its authorized 
representative. 

(2) A copy of the executed amend-
ment, including the proposed effective 
date. 

(3) A statement certifying that no-
tice of the adoption of the amendment 
and the request for approval filed under 
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