§22.320

considered as part of a competitive
procedure, the two principal selection
criteria, unless statute provides other-
wise, must be the:

(1) Technical merits of the proposed
research and development; and

(2) Potential relationship of the pro-
posed research and development to De-
partment of Defense missions.

[63 FR 12164, Mar. 12, 1998, as amended at 70
FR 49464, Aug. 23, 2005]

§22.320 Special competitions.

Some programs may be competed for
programmatic or policy reasons among
specific classes of potential recipients.
An example would be a program to en-
hance U.S. capabilities for academic
research and research-coupled graduate
education in defense-critical, science
and engineering disciplines, a program
that would be competed specifically
among institutions of higher edu-
cation. All such special competitions
shall be consistent with program rep-
resentations in the President’s budget
submission to Congress and with subse-
quent Congressional authorizations
and appropriations for the programs.

§22.325 Historically Black colleges
and universities (HBCUs) and other
minority institutions (MIs).

Increasing the ability of HBCUs and
MIs to participate in federally funded,
university programs is an objective of
Executive Order 12876 (3 CFR, 1993
Comp., p. 671) and 10 U.S.C. 2323. Grants
officers shall include appropriate provi-
sions in Broad Agency Announcements
(BAAs) or other announcements for
programs in which awards to institu-
tions of higher education are antici-
pated, in order to promote participa-
tion of HBCUs and MIs in such pro-
grams. Also, whenever practicable,
grants officers shall reserve appro-
priate programmatic areas for exclu-
sive competition among HBCUs and
MIs when preparing announcements for
such programs.
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Subpart D—Recipient Qualification
Matters—General Policies and
Procedures

§22.400 Purpose.

The purpose of this subpart is to
specify policies and procedures for
grants officers’ determination of re-
cipient qualifications prior to award.

§22.405 Policy.

(a) General. Grants officers normally
shall award grants or cooperative
agreements only to qualified recipients
that meet the standards in §22.415. This
practice conforms with the Govern-
mentwide policy, stated at 32 CFR
25.110(a), to do business only with re-
sponsible persons.

(b) Exception. In exceptional cir-
cumstances, grants officers may make
awards to recipients that do not fully
meet the standards in §22.415 and in-
clude special award conditions that are
appropriate to the particular situation,
in accordance with 32 CFR 32.14, 33.12,
or 34.4.

[63 FR 12164, Mar. 12, 1998, as amended at 70
FR 49464, Aug. 23, 2005]

§22.410 Grants
ities.

The grants officer is responsible for
determining a recipient’s qualification
prior to award. The grants officer’s sig-
nature on the award document shall
signify his or her determination that
either:

(a) The potential recipient meets the
standards in §22.415 and is qualified to
receive the grant or cooperative agree-
ment; or

(b) An award is justified to a recipi-
ent that does not fully meet the stand-
ards, pursuant to §22.405(b). In such
cases, grants officers shall document in
the award file the rationale for making
an award to a recipient that does not
fully meet the standards.

§22.415 Standards.

To be qualified, a potential recipient
must:

(a) Have the management capability
and adequate financial and technical
resources, given those that would be
made available through the grant or
cooperative agreement, to execute the

officers’ responsibil-



