§32.53

§32.53 Retention and access require-
ments for records.

(a) This section sets forth require-
ments for record retention and access
to records for awards to recipients.
DoD Components shall not impose any
other record retention or access re-
quirements upon recipients.

(b) Financial records, supporting doc-
uments, statistical records, and all
other records pertinent to an award
shall be retained for a period of three
yvears from the date of submission of
the final expenditure report. The only
exceptions are the following:

(1) If any litigation, claim, or audit is
started before the expiration of the 3-
year period, the records shall be re-
tained until all litigation, claims or
audit findings involving the records
have been resolved and final action
taken.

(2) Records for real property and
equipment acquired with Federal funds
shall be retained for 3 years after final
disposition.

(3) When records are transferred to or
maintained by the DoD Component
that made the award, the 3-year reten-
tion requirement is not applicable to
the recipient.

(4) Indirect cost rate proposals, cost
allocations plans, and related records,
for which retention requirements are
specified in paragraph (g) of this sec-
tion.

(c) Copies of original records may be
substituted for the original records if
authorized by the grants officer.

(d) The grants officer shall request
that recipients transfer certain records
to DoD Component custody when he or
she determines that the records possess
long term retention value. However, in
order to avoid duplicate recordkeeping,
a grants officer may make arrange-
ments for recipients to retain any
records that are continuously needed
for joint use.

(e) DoD Components, the Inspector
General, Comptroller General of the
United States, or any of their duly au-
thorized representatives, have the
right of timely and unrestricted access
to any books, documents, papers, or
other records of recipients that are per-
tinent to the awards, in order to make
audits, examinations, excerpts, tran-
scripts and copies of such documents.
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This right also includes timely and rea-
sonable access to a recipient’s per-
sonnel for the purpose of interview and
discussion related to such documents.
The rights of access in this paragraph
are not limited to the required reten-
tion period, but shall last as long as
records are retained.

(f) Unless required by statute, no
DoD Component shall place restric-
tions on recipients that limit public ac-
cess to the records of recipients that
are pertinent to an award, except when
the DoD Component can demonstrate
that such records shall be kept con-
fidential and would have been exempt-
ed from disclosure pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act (b U.S.C.
552) if the records had belonged to the
DoD Component making the award.

(g) Indirect cost rate proposals, cost
allocations plans, etc. Paragraphs (g)(1)
and (g)(2) of this section apply to the
following types of documents, and their
supporting records: indirect cost rate
computations or proposals, cost alloca-
tion plans, and any similar accounting
computations of the rate at which a
particular group of costs is chargeable
(such as computer usage chargeback
rates or composite fringe benefit
rates).

(1) If submitted for megotiation. If the
recipient submits an indirect-cost pro-
posal, plan, or other computation to
the Federal agency responsible for ne-
gotiating the recipient’s indirect cost
rate, as the basis for negotiation of the
rate, or the subrecipient submits such
a proposal, plan, or computation to the
recipient, then the 3-year retention pe-
riod for its supporting records starts on
the date of such submission.

(2) If not submitted for negotiation. If
the recipient is not required to submit
to the cognizant Federal agency or the
subrecipient is not required to submit
to the recipient the proposal, plan, or
other computation for negotiation pur-
poses, then the 3-year retention period
for the proposal, plan, or other com-
putation and its supporting records
starts at the end of the fiscal year (or
other accounting period) covered by
the proposal, plan, or other computa-
tion.
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(h) If the information described in
this section is maintained on a com-
puter, recipients shall retain the com-
puter data on a reliable medium for the
time periods prescribed. Recipients
may transfer computer data in ma-
chine readable form from one reliable
computer medium to another. Recipi-
ents’ computer data retention and
transfer procedures shall maintain the
integrity, reliability, and security of
the original computer data. Recipients
shall also maintain an audit trail de-
scribing the data transfer. For the
record retention time periods pre-
scribed in this section, recipients shall
not destroy, discard, delete, or write
over such computer data.

TERMINATION AND ENFORCEMENT

§32.60 Purpose of termination and en-
forcement.

Sections 32.61 and 32.62 set forth uni-
form suspension, termination and en-
forcement procedures.

§32.61 Termination.

(a) Awards may be terminated in
whole or in part only as follows:

(1) By the grants officer, if a recipi-
ent materially fails to comply with the
terms and conditions of an award;

(2) By the grants officer with the con-
sent of the recipient, in which case the
two parties shall agree upon the termi-
nation conditions, including the effec-
tive date and, in the case of partial ter-
mination, the portion to be termi-
nated; or

(3) By the recipient upon sending to
the grants officer written notification
setting forth the reasons for such ter-
mination, the effective date, and, in
the case of partial termination, the
portion to be terminated. The recipient
must provide such notice at least 30
calendar days prior to the effective
date of the termination. However, if
the grants officer determines in the
case of partial termination that the re-
duced or modified portion of the award
will not accomplish the purposes for
which the award was made, he or she
may terminate the award in its en-
tirety.

(b) If costs are allowed under an
award, the responsibilities of the re-
cipient referred to in §32.71, including

§32.62

those for property management as ap-
plicable, shall be considered in the ter-
mination of the award, and provision
shall be made for continuing respon-
sibilities of the recipient after termi-
nation, as appropriate.

§32.62 Enforcement.

(a) Remedies for noncompliance. If a re-
cipient materially fails to comply with
the terms and conditions of an award,
whether stated in a Federal statute,
regulation, assurance, application, or
notice of award, the grants officer may,
in addition to imposing any of the spe-
cial conditions outlined in §32.14, take
one or more of the following actions, as
appropriate in the circumstances:

(1) Temporarily withhold cash pay-
ments pending correction of the defi-
ciency by the recipient or more severe
enforcement action by the grants offi-
cer and DoD Component.

(2) Disallow (that is, deny both use of
funds and any applicable matching
credit for) all or part of the cost of the
activity or action not in compliance.

(3) Wholly or partly suspend or ter-
minate the current award.

(4) Withhold further awards for the
project or program.

(5) Take other remedies that may be
legally available.

(b) Hearings and appeals. In taking an
enforcement action, the DoD Compo-
nent shall provide the recipient an op-
portunity for hearing, appeal, or other
administrative proceeding to which the
recipient is entitled under any statute
or regulation applicable to the action
involved. Award terms or conditions
will incorporate the procedures of 32
CFR 22.815 for processing recipient
claims and disputes and for deciding
appeals of grants officers’ decisions.

(c) Effects of suspension and termi-
nation. Costs of a recipient resulting
from obligations incurred by the re-
cipient during a suspension or after
termination of an award are not allow-
able unless the grants officer expressly
authorizes them in the notice of sus-
pension or termination or subse-
quently. Other recipient costs during
suspension or after termination which
are necessary and not reasonably
avoidable are allowable if the costs:

(1) Result from obligations which
were properly incurred by the recipient
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