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Subpart A—General

§37.100 What does this part do?

This part establishes uniform policies
and procedures for the DoD Compo-

nents’ award and administration of
technology investment agreements
(TIAS).

§37.105 Does this part cover all types
of instruments that 10 U.S.C. 2371
authorizes?

No, this part covers only TIAs, some
of which use the authority of 10 U.S.C.
2371 (see appendix B to this part). This
part does not cover assistance instru-
ments other than TIAs that use the au-
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thority of 10 U.S.C. 2371. It also does
not cover acquisition agreements for
prototype projects that use 10 U.S.C.
2371 authority augmented by the au-
thority in section 845 of Public Law
103-160, as amended.

§37.110 What type of instruments are
technology investment agreements
(TTIAs)?

TIAs are assistance instruments used
to stimulate or support research. As
discussed in appendix B to this part, a
TTA may be either a kind of coopera-
tive agreement or a type of assistance
transaction other than a grant or coop-
erative agreement.

§37.115 For what purposes are TIAs
used?

The ultimate goal for using TIAs,
like other assistance instruments used
in defense research programs, is to fos-
ter the best technologies for future de-
fense needs. TIAs differ from and com-
plement other assistance instruments
available to agreements officers, in
that TIAs address the goal by fostering
civil-military integration (see appendix
A to this part). TIAs therefore are de-
signed to:

(a) Reduce barriers to commercial
firms’ participation in defense re-
search, to give the Department of De-
fense (DoD) access to the broadest pos-
sible technology and industrial base.

(b) Promote new relationships among
performers in both the defense and
commercial sectors of that technology
and industrial base.

(c) Stimulate performers to develop,
use, and disseminate improved prac-
tices.

§37.120 Can my organization award or
administer TIAs?

Your office may award or administer
TIAs if it has a delegation of the au-
thorities in 10 U.S.C. 2371, as well as 10
U.S.C. 2358. If your office is in a Mili-
tary Department, it must have a dele-
gation of the authority of the Sec-
retary of that Military Department
under those statutes. If your office is
in a Defense Agency, it must have a
delegation of the authority of the Sec-
retary of Defense under 10 U.S.C. 2358
and 2371. Your office needs those au-
thorities to be able to:
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(a) Enter into cooperative agree-
ments to stimulate or support re-
search, using the authority of 10 U.S.C.
2358, as well as assistance transactions
other than grants or cooperative agree-
ments, using the authority of 10 U.S.C.
2371. The reason that both authorities
are needed is that a TIA, depending
upon its patent rights provision (see ap-
pendix B to this part), may be either a
cooperative agreement or a type of as-
sistance transaction other than a grant
or cooperative agreement.

(b) Recover funds from a recipient
and reuse the funds for program pur-
poses, as authorized by 10 U.S.C. 2371
and described in §37.580.

(c) Exempt certain information re-
ceived from proposers from disclosure
under the Freedom of Information Act,
as authorized by 10 U.S.C. 2371 and de-
scribed in §37.420.

§387.125 May I award or administer
TIAs if I am authorized to award or
administer other assistance instru-
ments?

(a) You must have specific authoriza-
tion to award or administer TIAs.
Being authorized to award or admin-
ister grants and cooperative agree-
ments is not sufficient; a grants officer
is an agreements officer only if the
statement of appointment also author-
izes the award or administration of
TIAs.

(b) You receive that authorization in
the same way that you receive author-
ity to award other assistance instru-
ments, as described in 32 CFR 21.425
and 21.435 through 21.445.

§37.130 Which other parts of the DoD
Grant and Agreement Regulations
apply to TIAs?

(a) TIAs are explicitly covered in this
part and part 21 of the DoD Grant and
Agreement Regulations (DoDGARSs).
Part 21 (32 CFR part 21) addresses devi-
ation procedures and other general
matters that relate to the DoDGARs,
to DoD Components’ authorities and
responsibilities for assistance instru-
ments, and to requirements for report-

ing information about assistance
awards.
(b) Two additional parts of the

DoDGARSs apply to TIAs, although they
do not mention TIAs explicitly. They
are:

§37.205

(1) Part 256 (32 CFR part 25) on non-
procurement debarment and suspen-
sion, which applies because it covers
nonprocurement instruments in gen-
eral;

(2) Part 26 (32 CFR part 26), on drug-
free workplace requirements, which ap-
plies because it covers financial assist-
ance in general; and

(3) Part 28 (32 CFR part 28), on lob-
bying restrictions, which applies by
law (31 U.S.C. 1352) to TIAs that are co-
operative agreements and as a matter
of DoD policy to all other TIAs.

(c) Portions of four other DoDGARSs
parts apply to TIAs only as cited by
reference in this part. Those parts of
the DoDGARSs are parts 22, 32, 33, and 34
(32 CFR parts 22, 32, 33, and 34).

[68 FR 47160, Aug. 7, 2003, as amended at 70
FR 49477, Aug. 23, 2005]

Subpart B—Appropriate Use of
Technology Investment
Agreements

§37.200 What are my responsibilities
as an agreements officer for ensur-
ing the appropriate use of TIAs?

You must ensure that you use TIAs
only in appropriate situations. To do
s0, you must conclude that the use of a
TTA is justified based on:

(a) The nature of the project, as dis-
cussed in §37.205;

(b) The type of recipient, addressed in
§37.210;

(c) The recipient’s commitment and
cost sharing, as described in §37.215;

(d) The degree of involvement of the
Government program official, as dis-
cussed in §37.220; and

(e) Your judgment that the use of a
TIA could benefit defense research ob-
jectives in ways that likely would not
happen if another type of assistance in-
strument were used. Your answers to
the four questions in §37.225 should be
the basis for your judgment.

§37.205 What judgments must I make
about the nature of the project?

You must:

(a) Conclude that the principal pur-
pose of the project is stimulation or
support of research (i.e., assistance),
rather than acquiring goods or services
for the benefit of the Government (i.e.,
acquisition);
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